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A Message from the SMCS President
As I write the nation is celebrating the D Day landings, recalling what we owe today to the past. That set me thinking about college- how today's college has been
built on the shoulders of the past. In 1944, the college was housed elsewhere, the
student body all female and a much smaller group of people. Yet old students who
return often remark that they encounter the same spirit, and even some of the
same habits, as they knew in former days. As we look forward to the future, we all
give thanks for our past and the legacy we inherited .
The college is in transition. Our Principal Simon has taken up his new role as Associate Provost in the university, and the first round of interviews for his replacement takes place next week. Elsewhere in this magazine you will find the name of
the next Principal, whom we look forward to welcoming to college and SMCS. Simon will be a very hard act to
follow. He has simply been a wonderful supporter of the Society, and had the College very close to his heart.
He was very generous with his time and obviously enjoyed our company, as he joined us at reunions and other
SMCS activities. How he managed to do all this for college and remain an outstanding academic we shall never
know. So, we should also thank Helen, his wife, who came with him to many of our events, gave him unfailing
support and, by her warmth of character, made her own contribution to our community life. We will be saying
our farewell and thanks to them at the reunion.
Mary's, like all other colleges, is subject to a university-wide review, in which some posts will disappear, and
others redefined. We may find that the people we have come to know and value will not be with us when the
new academic year begins. We have been blessed with an administrative staff who are efficient, hard-working
friendly and courteous. As yet, we do not know the final outcome of the review but we may have to say goodbye to some long-standing friends, who will be surely missed.
Change is all around us. Despite new blood on our committee year on year, we are to say good bye to some
members who have given a lot over time. Others will be taking on a new role. Christine, our secretary, is not
leaving the committee but is to move to a new responsibility as she succeeds Steven as Newsletter editor. Steven, after many years as editor, thinks it is now time to hand over this role. We thank all these, and the other
members who are standing down for all their hard work, and we look forward to welcoming and working with
the new members who are to replace them.
Now for the good news! If you were a student in the 70s you may remember Brenda Gibson, who read Chemistry. Sadly, she died earlier this year, after a career in teaching . We have recently heard that she has left a legacy of more than £60,000 to the Society. This is not only a very generous gift; it has come at an opportune time,
as we can no longer ask students to pay a joining fee on matriculation. From now onwards, students opt in to
Society membership on graduation. This will lead to a three year loss of income and, potentially, a longer-term
shortfall since graduates will be choosing whether to subscribe to the Society or not. So, we are doubly grateful
to Brenda. Of course, we must ensure we use this money wisely, and to that end I am meeting with the Bursar
and Acting Principal to create terms and conditions of usage. We need to ensure that we memorialise this
windfall, but the bulk must be devoted to our support of students, and their activities.
We have continued over the year to support with bursaries for books, travel and conference fees both undergraduates and postgraduates. This year we introduced an essay writing competition which we hope will flourish
in the coming years. After our May committee meeting we heard talks from students who have received a bursary, and these were enlightening and entertaining. The SMCS lecture is now an annual feature of our calendar.
Professor Tom McLeish gave the last in the Michaelmas term of 2018, and we look forward to hearing the
Governor of Frankland Prison in November 2019.
It is both a pleasure and a privilege to be President of SMCS. Other alumni in similar roles from the other colleges now meet together regularly twice a year to share concerns and good practice. In addition, this year I
have taken on a new role, as Simon asked me to chair the Interim College Advisory Board which replaces the
College Council, on which I used to sit to represent the Society. At the Society's committee meeting in November, I was asked to continue for a further year although my second term should come to an end at the upcoming AGM. The changes afoot in the near future seemed to suggest the need for continuity, and the emen2

dations in our constitution allowed for this to happen. I am grateful for the trust the committee placed in me.
Finally, it is right and proper to thank all the members of the committee for their work and commitment.
Most attend meetings in person, though some participate electronically. Special mention must be made not
only of our hard working secretary but also of Anne Elliott, the College and Society's careful archivist, Andy
Hopkins who assiduously looks after the book fund, and Ann Bainbridge who keeps our finances in good
order. Steven, the vice-president has this year taken responsibility for our reunion with his characteristic
aplomb. We thank him for this and for the outstanding quality of our newsletter. Any final words must be of
grateful thanks to College personnel who support us ungrudgingly-Karen Fisher, Simon, of course, and the
unfailingly cheerful and helpful Catherine, who, as Acting Principal for two terms, has gone the extra mile in
difficult circumstances to ensure that Mary's is a place and community to be proud of. In all this change, we
can have confidence for the future. The university strap-line is 'shaped by the past, creating the future'. We,
alumni of Mary's, know that ours was, remains and will continue to be the best college with the best outlook
- both literally and metaphorically-in the world. May Mary's always flourish!
Canon Elizabeth Fisher, SMCS President
Written in June 2019
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Acting Principal’s Report
Well, 2018-19 has been a year dominated by change
here at St Mary’s. The first major change was the
announcement at the start of the year that Simon
had made the decision to step-down from his role as
Principal. Simon has now embarked on a new role
within the University as Associate Provost – what
has been the University’s gain has been the College’s
loss. We were fortunate that Simon was still able to
attend many College events this year, and I know it
was important to him, as he stepped away from the
College, to be able to retain that link. We were
pleased to have the opportunity to acknowledge formally our gratitude to Simon at the Finalists’ Dinner

in June and at Mary’s Day.

The second major change has been in relation to our staff. We were very sorry to say goodbye to a number of
long-serving colleagues: Martin Clemmett, Karen Fisher, Gillian Green, Irene Thompson and Margaret Youll
have all departed this year. I am conscious that many of our alumni will remember these colleagues fondly and
know what critical roles they have all played in building and shaping the St Mary’s community. Their commitment to the College and to our students has been exemplary and they will be a huge miss. We wish them well
and thank them, whole-heartedly, for all they have done for the St Mary’s community over the many years that
they have been here.
And the third change is in terms of the Durham landscape. For those alumni not resident in the area and who
have not been back to Durham for a while – you will see huge changes to the City. The University’s new
Teaching and Learning Centre, as reported in last year’s newsletter, is now almost complete and is due to open
its doors in October. We are very much looking forward to the completion of this project and know that the
student body will appreciate the additional study space this new facility will create. The University is embarking
on a number of other building projects around its campus, including a new Mathematical Sciences building on
Upper Mountjoy, its still to be named 17th College, which will be located just past Van Mildert College on the
Mount Oswald site, and a new building for the Business School, which will be located at Elvet Waterside. And
for those alumni who have been back to Durham over the last three years and seen the scaffolding covering
the bell tower of the Cathedral, you will be pleased to know that the renovation work is now complete and visitors are yet again able to climb to the top and enjoy the wonderful views of Durham City. This was something
our graduating students were able to do in July and who were delighted to get some wonderful photographs of
the College!
Amongst all this change remains a constant and that is our remarkable student body. Ellie Ng has been a truly
wonderful JCR President who has overseen a JCR that continues to thrive and achieve so much. Our students
contribute so much to College but also to the wider community and I’d like to take this opportunity to highlight a few events and initiatives that have taken place this year that I think demonstrates the Mary’s spirit in
action.
In Michaelmas term we embarked on a new initiative that saw a number of our Chinese students partner with
local primary schools to offer the opportunity for their children to learn more about China and Chinese culture, culminating in celebratory events at Durham Town Hall for Chinese New Year in February – my thanks
go to Andrew King, our Sabbatical Development Officer this year, who worked with our students to make this
new initiative such a success. We also had the St Mary’s College Rugby Team undertake a leg-waxing session
to raise over £400 for the charity MIND, and the Communities Officer, Joe Witt, organising a clothes drive to
collect unwanted clothes for Durham Action on Single Housing (DASH), a Durham-based charity that supports people who are homeless or who are about to become homeless. Epiphany term saw the College participate in a University-wide towel and tampon drive to collect as many sanitary products as possible for local
homeless and vulnerable women. Over 15,000 sanitary products were collected and distributed to ten local
women's refuges, foodbanks, and health centres. And we also renewed our relationship with BCT Aspire, a
youth charity based in Billingham that aims to raise aspirations of children and young people within that community, by hosting another visit to St Mary’s to enable a group of 11-17 year olds to chat to our students about
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coming to University. And finally, Easter term saw the return of the Tri-48, as our students cycled, rowed and
ran for 48 hours to raise money for Grace House, a local charity that provides short breaks to children and
young people aged 5 years to 17 living with a complex disability and Autism. They raised over a £1000 for
their cause. I am incredibly grateful for all that our students do to support the local community here in County
Durham and my hope is that with the launch of a new fund in 2019/20 we will be able to support our students
to do a great deal more…
Because of an incredibly generous Legacy Gift from a former student, Amy Morris, who studied for a Combined Arts degree at St Mary’s 1943-1946, we have been able to establish a Student Initiatives Fund. The Fund
is designed to support individual students to realise a personal, academic or intellectual opportunity that they
could not otherwise pursue because of financial limitations. Applications that support engagement opportunities within College or the wider Durham community will be encouraged. We piloted the scheme at the end of
this academic year and received some excellent applications and so I am hopeful that this Fund will be able to
support some fantastic initiatives in the years to come. We are always incredibly grateful for the support we
receive from our alumni, both in terms of time and philanthropic giving. It is the support of the generations of
Marians that have come before that is so beneficial to our current students; their student experience can really
be enhanced by this engagement.

I am also pleased to report that the intellectual and academic life of the College has continued to flourish this
year. We were delighted to partner with the Zurbarán Centre for Spanish and Latin American Art, based in
Bishop Auckland, to support their Fellowship programme. We had three visiting Fellows during the course of
the year: Dr Adam Jasienski, an Assistant Professor of Art History in the Meadows School of the Arts, Southern Methodist University, who specialises in 16th- and 17th-century visual culture; Professor Andre Luiz
Tavares Pereira, a Professor of Art History at UNIFESP whose research interests focus primarily within the
area of Art History, with an emphasis on artistic production from the 18th century, working in the areas of artistic design, landscape history and urban scenography; and Valery Katsuba, a photographer who has exhibited
all over the world and in publications such as Vogue and Harpers Bazaar and who undertook a project whilst
he was in Durham to capture the life of the College. He hopes to hold an exhibition of this work with the support of the Zurbarán Centre in due course and, owing to the success of the programme this year, we have
agreed to support the Zurbarán Centre’s Fellowship programme throughout 2019-20. Under the auspices of
the Institute of Advanced Study we welcomed back Tiziana De Rogatis, Associate Professor of Comparative
and Contemporary Italian Literature at the University of Siena who was in Durham for a two-day international
conference; and Professor Nike K Pokorn, a Professor in Translation Studies at the University of Ljubljana,
Slovenia who was in Durham for a term as a COFUND Senior Research Fellow. We were also pleased to welcome this year’s St Mary’s College Visiting Women’s Fellow, Tatiana Churikova, who is a Senior Research Scientist in the Laboratory of Petrology, Geochemistry and Mineralogy at the Institute of Volcanology and Seismology in Russia and has been working with colleagues in the Department of Earth Sciences during the course
of her Fellowship.
And finally, as I write this report, I am delighted that we have just received the announcement about the appointment of the new Principal for St Mary’s and I can introduce Professor Maggi Dawn to you. Professor
Dawn began her career in the music industry as a songwriter, guitarist and singer. She recorded five albums
under her own name, and was a session player in numerous other bands. She graduated from the University of
Cambridge with a double First in Theology, and continued with PhD research into S. T. Coleridge’s theological
language. She then remained at Cambridge as a college Chaplain and teaching fellow, until moving to Yale University in 2011 to become Associate Dean and Associate Professor of Theology and Literature at Yale Divinity
School and the Institute of Sacred Music. She has five books in publication, as well as chapters in multiauthored volumes. She has made regular visits to Durham since 2014, when she held the Ruth Etchells Fellowship, and is delighted to be returning to Durham permanently to join St Mary’s College. We in turn are very
much looking forward to welcoming Maggi who, as 13th Principal of the College, will be taking St Mary’s forward into its the next chapter. I am delighted that she will be joining us at the SMCS Alumni Reunion Weekend at the end of August.
The Reunion Weekend is shaping up very nicely indeed and my thanks to the organisers for all their hard work
in making this event happen. I very much hope that we will welcome you back to St Mary’s either at this event
or in the near future.
With my best wishes
Catherine Paine, Acting Principal, St Mary’s College
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A Message from the JCR President
There is not a single part of me that can fully believe that my
year as JCR President is over. In my four years of being at this
University, I have come to the realisation that you can simultaneously feel as if no time has passed between starting and finishing, and as if you have spent all your life in Durham. My year
of being JCR President feels like it has passed by in a flash, but
when I look back on everything that has happened and all that
has changed, my arrival for my handover on 28th July 2018
seems like a lifetime ago.
It has been an absolutely phenomenal year for Mary’s with so
much accomplished in the JCR. One of the most significant
changes has been to our financial process. For as long as I can
remember the JCR finances have been handled by the JCR President and JCR Treasurer alone, which, more
than anything, is an incredible amount of pressure on two individuals. With the guidance of other JCR Presidents and their Standing Orders, St Mary’s JCR now boasts its newest committee: Finance Committee
(affectionately termed: FinComm). The setting up of this society and the dedication of its members to be present, thoughtful, and helpful at meetings has been a really encouraging step in improving the transparency and
accountability of the JCR’s fiscal behaviour. A reflection on FinComm, its terms of reference, and lessons
learned has been factored into the handover this year for our President Elect (Nuriya Shoro) and Treasurer
Elect (James Lin) to be able to continue developing and improving the committee until it is a well established
part of a much fairer JCR financial process.
Events at Mary’s have also undergone some changes. The Social
Chairs (Charlotte Delaforce and Camille Levron) saw the introduction
of a Bop, replacing the Epiphany
Informal, which was a personally
hilarious night, as well as a general
success. The event was refreshing;
distinct from the formals and balls
that surrounded it, which I believe
people really appreciated. Importantly, it was only £5, making it the
cheapest event we have held this
year. As the cost of being at Durham
is continually proving itself to be an
inhibiting element to a student’s experience here the relative cheapness of the bop is an important advantage.
Another shining positive that has come out of this year is an enhancement of the inclusivity of the JCR. In my
experience, I have always felt that there existed a genuine sense of warmth and inclusivity within our college
and our common room. I believe that it is part of that genuine warmth that myself, the JCR Executive Com-
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mittee, and the College Management Team have all worked together this year to expand the sphere of our inclusivity:
The Frep Team was merged into one team, with
no distinction between Home and International
Freps for the first time in my living memory, eroding the distinguishing line between Freps that creates the mirror image of a distinguishing line between incoming Home Students and International
Students. A more concerted effort, on the part of
our College Management Team, to celebrate a wider range of international festivals saw the revamping of our Michaelmas Dinner, in which the Vice
President (Jonathan Wong) organised a magical
Diwali themed night. This year also saw the pilot
of an International Week, led by our International Rep (Suhasini Vira) which was a resounding success. Events
were held everyday of the week including a Salsa lesson, a Mary’s vs. Trevelyan debate (‘This house believes that
cultural appropriation is more contentious than it should be’), and ending with our International Food Festival.
Furthermore, a motion was put forward by our LGBT+ Rep (Anila Iqbal) to introduce an Ethnic Minorities
Representative to the JCR ex-officio committee, which was passed by the JCR. In the time since, the Ethnic Minorities Rep has, among other things, been involved in establishing an event ‘Question Time’ in which students
holding Representative Roles form a panel to discuss issues and topics that are relevant and pressing. Having
mentioned our LBGT+ Rep, I must go on to express that the Mary’s LGBT+ Association has reached new
heights of brilliance this year, with Anila holding fortnightly drop-ins, the association holding socials every other
week, ranging from LGBT+ film screenings to walk downs for LGBT+ Association karaoke. They held a
transgender awareness week discussion group, a pronoun workshop, and held a successful pub quiz during
LBGT+ History Month among other things. Anila has truly pushed Mary’s in a positive and productive direction and I sincerely hope that we continue to have individuals in our community who will help us, as a whole,
reach new heights of progression.
The sentiment of change has been an overwhelming characteristic of this year; Durham
University is, and will be, seeing a lot of it.
Not all of this change is as heartwarmingly
positive as the ones we have been able to
create in the JCR and undoubtedly the year
has been challenging for many a Mary’s
member. However, it is a truly wonderful
credit to our community that some of the
toughest, most emotionally harsh times of
change have brought to fruition some of the
most considerate, caring, and united moments of solidarity and affection for one another; from student to staff and all people in
between. These moments of affection are what I believe make up the most important memories to hold onto,
and there was so much affection at large in our final term.
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Easter term saw my personal highlight of the year, President’s Guest Night Formal, in which I had the longed for
opportunity to express sincere gratitude to staff members and students who have worked with incredible resilience and passion to contribute to the vibrancy of our JCR. One of three Honorary Life Memberships was
awarded to Simon Hackett who I have to mention especially seeing as, following eight years of unfailing support, genuine devotion, and warm friendship, we are saying goodbye to him. Our JCR has been luckier than I
believe any of us will ever be able to comprehend to have had Simon as principal.
We rounded off the year with our annual Midsummer Ball and Mary’s Day, both of which were wonderful
events. Midsummer Ball saw the transformation of St Mary’s into the world of Peter Pan and, as ever, was
twelve hours of magical memories in the making. Mary’s Day saw the 10m by 12m of the dance floor portion
of the SCR Lawn ruined, as the whole college stood on their moving feet throughout the day cheering on
acoustic performers, Mary’s bands, and a Queen Tribute act to round off the night. I really hope that when
people look back on the year that these two events glow brightly in their minds as amazing sets of twelve hours
and as treasured memories to keep for a lifetime.
With that comes a final farewell and thank you from me. I cannot fully express just how special this year has
been and how much it has meant to me to have played a part in the history of our JCR and our college. St
Mary’s College Society have been a steady and unfailing source of support and guidance for me this past year
and I hope the earnestness of my gratitude translates through the page. Thank you so much.
All my best wishes,
Ellie Ng
Ellie Ng, St Mary’s JCR President, 2018-19
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St Mary’s SCR 2018-19
The SCR has enjoyed a vibrant year that has been
filled with events, a rising membership and playing
a full part in college life. We began the year with a
trip to the excellent Feathers Inn at Hedley-on-theHill, an event that has become a fixture in the calendar in recent years. Michaelmas Term, was, as
usual, filled with many formals and set piece
events, including a well attended SCR/MCR dinner, an IAS lecture by Dr Elena Shih and the
SMCS’s lecture by our own Professor Tom
McLeish, on the subject of the interplay between
science and religion. The term finished with the
singing of the ‘Twelve Days of Mary’s Christmas’ at two wonderfully boisterous Christmas Formal dinners, the
Carol Service at St Oswald’s and the annual Guest Night, at which Mary’s Chef Paul Embleton and his team
treated the SCR to an excellent meal.
Epiphany Term was busy, with many SCR Tuesday night formal dinners, a second MCR/SCR joint dinner and
a Burns Night formal at which the haggis was duly dispatched. Later in the term members of the SCR attended
the Masquerade Ball and there was also a very popular gin tasting, hosted by Mike Daly in his own unforgettable style. A new development at the end of term was a joint formal dinner with St Cuthbert’s SCR, an occasion
enjoyed by all and the SCR hope to repeat with other colleges.
Life in the SCR is more than dinners, lectures and formals however. Dr Gillian Boughton organises a comprehensive programme of cultural activities each year, many of which are joint events with other SCRs. This year’s
programme has included seeing Opera North’s Tosca, The National Theatre’s Macbeth, Mozart’s ‘The Magic
Flute’ by Opera North, and The Royal Shakespeare Company’s Romeo and Juliet. The SCR support student
attendance at these events, and a number of postgraduates have joined us at reduced cost.
In the final term, as well as enjoying seeing student achievement celebrated at the ‘President’s Guest Night’ formal, the SCR also visited Chilli Glass on South Street to be creative, making a range of items and meeting new
friends, including the resident rabbit. The year finished with a bang, also known as the annual Gourmet Evening, at which the Chef and his team produced what can only be described as sumptuous fare, washed down
with Mike Daly’s finest selection of wines.
At Mary’s the SCR is a full part of college life, supporting student activities, including the awarding of a bursary
for undergraduate research activity. Membership is drawn from academic and professional support staff
throughout the university, alumni, former staff members, college mentors and people who work at other universities. All university staff members are entitled to request membership, as are local persons who might be
interested, any academics/alumni with an interest and those who are temporarily attached to the college and/or
university.

The SCR looks forward to working with the new principal and heartily thanks Professor Simon Hackett for all
he has done for the college as we welcome him as an honorary life member. The SCR also thanks Karen Fisher
for her years of dedicated support and wishes her well in her future away from Mary’s.
Steven Spencer, SCR Membership Secretary 2018-19
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MCR President’s Report
The Middle Common Room has continued to go from strength to
strength this year! We started the year with a hugely successful Induction Week thanks to the hard work of a great team of MCR Freshers’
Reps. Particular thanks must go to Head MCR Frep Eloise Fitzmaurice for her great work in organising and running so many events
throughout the week, helping all the new postgraduate students to get
to know Mary’s. The week was held partly in conjunction with the
JCR, but also with our own events such as a welcome dinner, a cultural tour around Durham, introducing the new students to their surroundings, and a wine and cheese evening.
As the year has continued, we held a number of social events to
strengthen the MCR community, particularly allowing us to further
integrate new postgraduates with fourth year undergraduates and mature students that were already at Mary’s. This
has been down to the work of Social Secretaries Charlotte Shapiro and Jamie Williams. In December there were
numerous activities for people to get in the festive spirit, with a Christmas tree decoration session, gingerbread
making, and a film and mulled wine evening. We’ve also had pizza parties and wine and cheese evenings following
the success of those in Induction Week, as well as a charity pub quiz with all proceeds going to Breast Cancer
Now, the UK’s largest breast cancer research charity.

We’ve continued with a number of formal events that the MCR has
regularly organised. The MCR Formal in November was very well
attended and another great way for people to introduce Mary’s to
friends from other colleges, and there’s been excellent MCR representation at a number of JCR formals and events. Thanks to the
SCR, there has also been regular MCR attendance at High Table
Dinners, with two larger scale MCR/SCR dinners taking place allowing members the opportunity to interact with a range of staff
and academics.
The most exciting event on the Mary’s MCR calendar is the annual Harry Potter themed Inter-MCR Formal, and
organising it this year was so exciting with such a coordinated team. Tickets sold out in just over a minute and it
was another fantastic chance to bring together postgraduates from across the university.
The MCR Vice-President Aiden Patterson organised the annual MCR Research Seminar in February, during which
a number of members of the MCR presented work they were currently conducting research into on a wide range of
subjects, including Archaeology, Chemistry and Economics. This was a great opportunity to hear about research in
different fields and was attended by staff members and both the MCR and the JCR, allowing the latter to gain an
insight into postgraduate study.
It’s been a great year for Mary’s MCR, and we’re looking to continue these successes
into next year and beyond with Aiden Patterson taking up the role of MCR President
next year as he starts his first year of his PhD, from completing his Masters here.

Karl Williams, MCR President 2018-19
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SMCS Annual Lecture
New Approaches to Science and Religion

(Faith and Wisdom in Science)
Tom McLeish, FRS, Professor of Natural Philosophy
at the University of York, and long time member of St
Mary’s SCR, treated a fascinated audience to a thought
provoking examination of the interplay between religion and science, approaching the issue from a wide
range of angles and through a variety of perspectives.
The audience included members of the SCR, alumni,
college officers, people from throughout the Durham
staff community and a smattering of students. Tom’s animated lecture was followed by an enthusiastic question and
answer session that reflected the interest generated in attendees and which added further to the thoughts generated by
what was a fascinating lecture.
Rev. Peter Kashouris, St Mary’s College Chaplain, was in attendance and wrote the following…
A college is an institution, but like all institutions it is also an event which happens when the purposes of the institution are fulfilled. The Lecture given by Professor Tom Mcleish was an event which enacted the purposes of a university perfectly. In an evening hosted by Professor Simon Hackett and the President of the SMCS, Elizabeth Fisher, with
all the customary warmth and grace of St. Mary’s College, Tom spoke on “The Rich Entanglement of Science and Religion.” He communicated very many things about both science and religion, as well as their mutual “entanglement”.
For myself, educated in the tradition of the stand-off between science and theology, which can work just as strongly
from theology toward science, as it can from science toward theology, it was a shaking event. What can a search for
the meaning of the soul and the spirit be when it disregards the search for understanding of the physical world? The
bold conclusion of his lecture was that what is needed is a “theology of science” not more dialogue between two supposedly disparate traditions.
In an ideal meeting in a university there would be cogent dispute of ideas. With ideas as bold as these you would expect them to be forthcoming. It was exciting therefore to witness Professor Nancy Cartwright engage Tom in a vigorous philosophical disputation. Neither party moved an inch, and yet the contours of their positions, and the problems
arising around Tom’s thesis were constantly being illuminated as they discussed their positions with each other.
I very much look forward to the next lecture in the series.

Members who did not manage to attend are able to watch the whole lecture using the link above (click on the picture).
Readers may also wish to look at Professor McLeish’s work by perusing his research page.
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The Arts at St Mary’s
We’re incredibly lucky at St Mary’s to have a broad variety of societies within the Arts. Under the Arts Society
umbrella, we currently have five societies: Mary’s Dance, Foot of the Hill Theatre Company, Mary’s Mixed
Voices, Basement Jazz and Chapel Choir. The Arts Society also hold a variety of events throughout the year,
such as life drawing, arts and crafts, and live lounges, for those who would like to explore their artistic side
within College. Former Arts Presidents have put a lot of effort into creating an accessible, inclusive and cohesive unit for the arts at Mary’s, and this year has been no exception. We are beginning to engage with a wider
variety of students and therefore establish a strong presence within the Mary’s community. This year has
definitely been a successful one for the arts at Mary’s.
To kick off the academic year, the Arts Society organised a
number of events for new students during Induction Week to
showcase the variety of arts on offer within the JCR. We
started the week with a drama workshop run by the CoPresidents of Foot of the Hill Theatre Company, where drama games such as Splat were used as fun icebreakers between
new students. Midway through the week, we hosted the annual Parent’s Live Lounge, where College parents could
spend time with their new College children whilst listening to
fabulous performances from musicians within College, with a
special performance by our very own JCR President, Ellie! Towards the end of the week, students were treated
to both a dance workshop for all abilities run by Mary’s Dance and an arts and crafts session where we made
decorations for their new bedrooms, such as chalkboards, bunting and photo frames. Overall it was a really fun
week of activities showing the new students what the Arts Society have got to offer at Mary’s!

Michaelmas term for the Arts Society began with a Build-a-Band workshop for musicians at Mary’s who wanted to meet other musicians and potentially start a small musical group or a band. During the middle of Michaelmas term, the Arts Society collaborated with the JCR Vice President, Jonathan Wong, and the International
Committee to design and make decorations for the Diwali Michaelmas Dinner. We worked closely with the
International Committee to make sure the Diwali theme was clearly represented through our decorations, resulting in a variety of brightly coloured lanterns, diyas (tealights) and marigolds scattered across the room. Then
came the beginning of the Christmas season at Mary’s! We started the season by decorating the Mary’s Christmas tree whilst collaborating with DUCK, who sold minced pies and hot chocolate for a local charity dedicated to fighting homelessness. Once the Christmas spirit kicked in, there was no stopping the
Arts Society. We were treated to performances by Mary’s Dance on Palace Green for the
Durham Christmas Festival, Chapel Choir
during the annual College Carol Service in St
Oswald’s Church, Foot of the Hill Theatre
Company in the Mary’s pantomime entitled
‘Wizard of Duz’, and musicians during the
Christmas Live Lounge which included a special duet
between Simon Hackett and his
daughter Rosa! Across the Arts Society at
Mary’s, we truly spread the Christmas spirit
far and wide across College.
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Arts Week, which happens annually during
Epiphany term, is always the busiest, yet rewarding week for the Arts Society. From Monday 18th to Friday 22nd of February, the Arts
Society Executive Committee worked incredibly to host an array of events for students at
Mary’s. Our Vice President, Sophia Rahim,
took charge of organising a life drawing event
on the first day of Arts Week, in which we had
a range of students attending the event, from
those who had experienced life drawing before
to those who wanted to try something different. On Tuesday, our Secretary and Treasurer,
Charly Robson, worked alongside Beekeeping Society to organise a biscuit decorating session. Rachel and Sarah, the Beekeeping Society Co-Presidents, made delicious homemade honey biscuits and we whipped up some
yellow and black icing, allowing people to create their own delicious bees or beekeepers whilst learning about
why bees are so important in sustaining our environment. On Thursday, our Music Rep, Hannah Ambrose,
worked alongside the newly formed Pub Quiz Society to organise a musical pub quiz, which was a really fun
way of gaining some musical knowledge whilst being able to showcase a more social side to the Arts Society.
The annual Masquerade Ball was the grand finale of Arts Week, with our Ball Chair, Alex Overton, working
tirelessly for a number of months alongside the Masquerade Ball Executive and General Committee to put on a
fantastic Ball. The theme this year was Myth and Legend, which gave Alex and her team a lot to work with in
terms of decorations, entertainment, food and publicity. The Ball was enjoyed by all and was the perfect way to
end an exhausting but superb Arts Week. Our Publicity Officer, Helen Paton, managed to spread the word over
the entire week and worked incredibly hard to do so; we wouldn’t have been able to host any of the events
without her passion and dedication.
We also organised events throughout Easter Term, as this can be an incredibly stressful term due to exam season. We worked alongside the Welfare team at Mary’s on an arts focused stress-less event for students that need
an outlet for their stress, and also hosted some fun and relaxing arts events during the post-exam period when
students were thoroughly enjoying their well-deserved time off! Easter Term was also the perfect opportunity to
give the Arts President for next year, Rose Pilling, a wonderful introduction into how we operate as a society
and we worked with her to come up with ideas for the future of arts at Mary’s.
I am incredibly proud to have worked alongside such a brilliant and enthusiastic Executive Committee within
the Arts Society. Over the academic year, every single member of the team has strived to make sure students are
provided with countless opportunities to get involved in arts at Mary’s. I couldn’t be happier with how this year
has turned out for the arts community at Mary’s, and I can’t wait to see how the Arts Society flourishes and
grows in the future!
Nuriya Shoro
JCR Arts President, 2018-19
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SMCS Support for Students
The Society’s Book Fund
This year’s Book Fund was advertised in Michaelmas Term, was open to all current St Mary’s College undergraduate and postgraduate students and received seven applications. The SMCS Book Fund Committee, led by
its Chairman, Andy Hopkins, completed a thorough and anonymous process of assessment and judgement that
resulted in the disbursement of £1076.28. Applications will once again open in Michaelmas Term of 2019-20.
Adapted from a report by Andy Hopkins, SMCS Book Fund Committee Chairman
As part of the process of application, students are asked, if successful and awarded funding, to submit a short
comment at the end of the year to detail how the fund award has aided their studies. A selection is provided
below for members to read.
Dear Mr Hopkins,

The Book Fund has been a lifeline for me over the past two years of my degree. As a Law student I have copious amounts of compulsory reading to do, and so it really helps to have easy access to the required textbooks.
Without the fund, I would have to rely on library copies which would be incredibly frustrating given the number of students who also need those textbooks during summative and exam periods. Having the cost of textbooks covered really puts my mind at ease as I don't have to worry about the financial implications of buying
them myself.
I fully endorse the work of the Book Fund and hope they continue to offer this lifeline to other students.
From a St Mary’s Student
Dear Mr Hopkins,

The book fund grant that I received this year was extremely helpful in allowing me to buy the core textbook
required for my course, and without the fund I would have struggled over the past four years to afford all the
books needed. Coming from a low-income household, I would highly recommend to any students who may
struggle with the extra costs of their course to apply for the fund in the future, as it has been of great help to
me.
Kind regards,
A student of St Mary’s College
Hello,
Thanks for your email. I have benefited from the book fund as it has helped me pursue my interests and studies in Chinese. The book fund helped me purchase a course book for my Chinese classes.
Thanks,
A student of St Mary’s College
Members can donate the SMCS Book Fund. If anybody wishes to do so and enable us to continue our
valued work in supporting students at Mary’s to access essential textbooks. To donate please contact
the SMCS Secretary, using the email address on the rear cover of this newsletter.
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SMCS Support for Students
St Mary’s College Society Travel Bursaries
A meeting of the Travel Bursaries Committee was held on 14 th February 2019. Forty-two students, of whom thirty-two were undergraduates and ten were postgraduates, had submitted applications. Two students were awarded
a St. Mary's College Society Bursary. Other bursaries not associated with the Society were awarded.
A third year undergraduate, who is studying French and Spanish, was awarded £500 to assist her to travel to Paraguay to spend five months as a volunteer teacher of English for the Santa Maria Education Fund, a UK registered
charity operating in rural Paraguay, which offers a free two-year diploma in English to young people who would
otherwise be unable to afford such a course. As well as helping the young people to gain a qualification which will
help them to acquire employment, Hannah hopes to develop her Spanish speaking by living with a host family
and immersing herself in local life. At the end of her stay she will write a research project in Spanish on aspects of
Paraguayan culture.

A second year PhD student in the Geography department, was awarded £500 to travel to Rwanda where she will
work as a 'Visiting Research Associate' at the University of Rwanda helping to create a documentary film about
dance in Rwanda. Giselle's interest in Geography and her experience as a performer in Irish dance competitions
has led her to her research project concerning the geographical role of dance and performance for socio-spatial
transformation in post-genocide Rwanda. She will undertake fieldwork with 'local dance development' organisations as part of her PhD research to explore artistic responses to genocide and whether creative dance practice, as
well as movement expression, can play a role in articulating the geographies of Rwanda's post-genocide transition
and whether dance can help us to identify the emergence of new hybrid multi-ethnic identities and forms of nation- building in Rwanda's rapidly changing urban environment.
Both recipients of the award will be asked to write a report for St. Mary's College Society about their experiences.
The reports will be published on the Society website in due course.
Adapted from a report by Gillian Martin, SMCS member of the Travel Bursaries Committee

A Month in Russia - Teaching and Travelling
This summer (2018) I travelled to Russia from 1st to 26th July, the primary reason of which was to be an English
Teacher at an English Language Summer Camp for two weeks in the small, rural town of Volgorechensk, which
is located some 7 hours north-east of Moscow. I chose to go on this trip not only to gain first-hand insights and
experiences of Russian culture in a “real” Russian town with “real” Russians, but to discover how foreign students of English best learn the language in a relaxed setting.
For example, the older students in the younger groups, around 13-14
years old, responded best to being given a small number of topiccentred activities where focus and application of knowledge would
lead to successful task completion. By contrast, the youngest students
thrived off organised chaos, where I changed activity, and occasionally topic, every 10 minutes or so to keep overall enthusiasm and energy levels high. These youngest groups were initially very shy and inhibited, though over the course of the two weeks many really came
out of their shells and improvement in their confidence was marked.
A second, smaller group of older students were also part of this programme, however in lessons with these 15-16year olds, we had a much more “buddy” role rather than that of a teacher. During these lessons we focussed on
mutual language development such that the Russians can improve their English, and the Brits can improve their
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Russian. The difference with this group was how reluctant many were to voluntarily speak English out of fear of making mistakes in front of others, and this feeling continued through much of the two weeks. Typically, they only really
opened up over the final two days!
As the presentations went by I grew increasingly frustrated at
how brilliantly they could all speak English. For a week many
had simply sat back and let the one or two most able students
do much of the talking, but when forced to speak it became
clear that it was not lack of ability but simply confidence that
was the main stumbling block. I do feel, however, that in almost telling them off for not wanting to speak, not wanting
to show off how well they can speak English, some got the
message that making mistakes speaking a new language is
never really a mistake, but an opportunity to improve. Most
importantly was that they shouldn’t fear making mistakes,
because no-one will judge them if they do.

At the end of the programme I added many students on social media in order to stay in contact with them in order to
both help them with English, and to hopefully be able to rearrange a reunion in the future. In such times when the UK
and Russia’s relations are at an all-time low, personal relationships built on mutual respect, trust, understanding and
knowledge are so important to hopefully heal divides between two unique countries in the future.
Given that I had a Russian visa valid for 90 days after entry, I decided to make the most of it and stayed in Russia for
another two weeks to expand both my knowledge of the language and deepen my understanding of its culture, people
and places. After Moscow, I parted company with my friends and spent two days in the nearby towns of Vladimir and
Suzdal, which form part of the well-known “Golden Ring of Russia”. This is a group of towns and cities famous for
their historical, religious and architectural significance, defined largely by their numerous ancient orthodox churches
and fortresses.

The final part of my month here was spent in Russia’s cultural capital St Petersburg, defined by its beguiling history and its many ensuing contradictions of empire, revolution and war. Here I spent six
days mostly exploring what makes up the majority of St Petersburg’s
very European aesthetic: its abundance of opulent buildings. These
included the Winter Palace, the Peter and Paul Fortress, Peterhof, St
Isaac’s Cathedral, Kazan Cathedral, Nevsky Prospekt and the naval
churches of St.Nicholas, in downtown St.Petersburg and on the
nearby island of Kronshtadt. St Petersburg’s annual arts festival was
also still ongoing, during which I watched a performance of Tchaikovsky’s ballet Swan Lake, and also a concert of Mozart’s opera in
one act, Der Schauspieldirektor and his 38th ‘Prague’ Symphony.
This trip to Russia was extremely valuable, engaging and interesting at all junctures. I have gained an in-depth understanding of Russian culture away from the big cities, as well as greatly improving my own abilities to read, speak and
comprehend colloquial Russian, both of which will of course enormously benefit further studies of Russian at Durham
University. I will be returning to Russia for a third time at the end of August, ready to begin 4 months studying at
Tomsk State University in Siberia, but not before returning to Volgorechensk to touch base with my new-found
friends.
Patrick Noren, St Mary’s College Student (Recipient of a travel bursary)
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St Mary’s College Society Reunion 2018 Report
The 2018 Reunion was a success, with a higher attendance than in recent years, peaking with 87 people attending the
Saturday reunion dinner. This dinner was a formal in the main hall, at which members enjoyed sumptuous food in
our timeless surroundings. We were honoured to be addressed by Zoe Tabary, a long time friend of St Mary’s College
and a journalist at the Thomson Reuters Foundation, focussing on human rights and climate change. Her fascinating
talk transported listeners to the many places Zoe has visited, so they too could understand the injustices, successes
and complications of lands far removed from St Mary’s.
We were also lucky to be entertained after the dinner by excellent musicians drawn from the SCR, MCR and JCR
communities; it was a night to remember. Attendees had already enjoyed the Friday quiz, courtesy of Anne Furness
and a popular excursion to Ushaw College, as well as the treasured fixture that is the Chapel Service, led by Carole
Laverick. Many attendees also availed themselves of the opportunity to visit the Oriental Museum and Botanical Gardens using free tickets, as well as seeing the many changes in both the City and University.
The Reunion finished with the now traditional Sunday Lunch and a good time had been had by all. Many commented
that the inclusion of a full hall formal had made the whole event more memorable and this is something that will be
continued into the future. Many items of feedback were collected to ensure that the 2019 reunion continues our never
-ending quest to make our reunions fully match the expectations of our alumni.
Thanks from the SMCS Committee to Margaret Collins, who organised this reunion, together with her Reunion
Committee and college staff are formally recorded here.

St Mary’s College Society Committee

The Reunion Formal meal in the
main dining hall saw all 87 diners
enjoy a sumptuous meal, followed
by a fascinating speech by Zoe
Tabary and live music courtesy of
some very talented students.

The newly elected SMCS Committee, immediately following the
AGM, which had included a vigorous discussion regarding supporting current students and the excitement of several elections.
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The 2018 AGM Report
The Annual General Meeting of the St Marys College Society took place in the Kenworthy Hall at 10.15 a.m.
on Saturday 15th September 2018 during the SMCS Annual reunion weekend held from 14 th-16th September
2018. 25 alumni attended, representing 6 decades, with apologies from 5 members.
Reports and Discussion
Members gave verbal and written reports on aspects of the Society’s work including: Finance; a report from the
President; the Principal; the Newsletter, the Book Fund, Archives, the Website and a report from the JCR
President.
It was recorded that Carole Laverick thanked the Society for their recent presentation to her on her retirement.
The Principal provided a report on recent developments in the life of the college. It has been a very successful
year again with excellent academic results. St Mary's continues to be popular in terms of admissions and is likely to be even more so when the new Teaching and Learning Centre which is being built next door is completed. This will provide around 40% of the university's teaching and learning space. Construction has caused disruption to the College during this year though students have coped well and there has been extra triple glazing
provided for rooms overlooking the site. There have been healthy developments in all areas: academic, sporting, artistic and initiatives at MCR and JCR levels. Professor Hackett reflected on the importance of the Collegiate system to the University.
The President in particular mentioned the now strong relationships between Alumni Society Presidents, and
recorded the success of the first SMCS Lecture by Professor Nancy Cartwright. The second lecture, by Professor Tom McLeish, is now in the planning stage and an advertisement was distributed at the AGM.
There was discussion of support for current students including new developments in the MCR and further
support for postgraduate students from SMCS; the successful support through the Book Fund and Travel Bursaries; the continuing work by Anne Elliott on the College Archives; and new developments in our online presence including online booking and payment facilities and an enhanced website. The Principal commented on
the strong leadership shown in the JCR and MCR, and of course in the senior staff of the College, which contribute to its success. The JCR President's report highlighted the high levels of participation in Societies. There
has been another very high quality Newsletter edited by SS, who wishes to relinquish this role from next year.
He was commended for the 2018 Newsletter.
Future funding arrangements were discussed in detail and it was agreed that in future, students would be supported by SMCS but invited to join on Graduation rather than Matriculation. Subscriptions will be slightly
raised to reflect the new arrangements. The Society will no longer receive approximately £4500 from student
subscriptions from next year; the College has offered an annual subsidy of £2000 until 2021 when graduate
subscriptions begin. The Constitution has been amended to reflect the change from Matriculation to Graduate
subscription. The number of students continuing to face financial hardship was highlighted.
Vacancies:
There were up to 6 vacancies including Vice President.
Stephen Spencer was elected Vice President.
Margaret Collins, Tim Hughes, Sam Bentwood, Anne Furness, Gillian Martin and Sandra Ward were elected to
serve for three years on the SMCS Committee.
It was agreed that the SMCS Reunion for 2019 would take place Friday 30 th August-Sunday 1st September 2019
with the AGM on Saturday 31st August 2019. The meeting closed at 11.25 a.m.
Christine Wright, SMCS Secretary
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Notification of the SMCS AGM
Saturday 31st August 2019 at 1400
Kenworthy Hall, St Mary’s College
The Annual General Meeting of St Marys College Society will take place in the Kenworthy Hall at 2pm. on
Saturday 31st August 2019, during the Alumni Reunion Weekend. Whatever your years in College, you are
very welcome to join us. Papers for the AGM will be available either on the Friday when you arrive, or on Saturday if you are coming then.
Election of Committee Members
There will be up to five vacancies this year, for one, two or three years. You do not have to live in Durham
and can serve as a very recent graduate or one of our “mature” alumni. Past members, and present members
whose term of office is coming to an end, are welcome to stand for re-election. This is an excellent way to stay
in touch with college and to work with and support current students. We now have a good balance of recent
graduates and more mature members and we hope that will continue!
Office of President
The President leads on all aspects of SMCS and is part of the Standing Committee including President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer. The current President's term expires in September 2019. However because
of the major changes in the Committee, with the Principal leaving the College for a new role within the University, and the Secretary and Treasurer standing down after 7 years' service, the SMCS Committee voted
unanimously to recommend to the AGM that the current President, Canon Elizabeth Fisher, be elected to
serve for a further year 2019-20 to provide continuity.

Vacancy for Secretary
The current Secretary is standing down in September 2019. Christine Wright is remaining on the Committee
but taking on a different role as Editor of the SMCS Newsletter.
If you are interested and want to find out more about the Committee and its work, please feel free to email the
President, Canon Elizabeth Fisher, elizabeth.fisher@btinternet.com.
Nominations for Committee members (Committee members please indicate your willingness to serve for one,
two or three years) will be accepted from now up until the start of the AGM. Please email nominations to the
Secretary, Christine Wright, wrightchristine052@gmail.com.
Electronic nomination forms are available direct from the Secretary, on the SMCS Website, or as hard copies
to fill in before the AGM. Nominations must include the name and address of the nominee and the names of
a proposer and seconder. Please specify your willingness to serve 1,2 or 3 years and include your name when in
college and years of study.
We propose having a very short (around 30 minute) Committee Meeting straight after the AGM, so that we
can agree our roles and responsibilities, and main priorities, for 2019-20. If you are new to the Committee you
can be involved straight away!
We then have 2 Saturday meetings a year, plus the AGM which normally takes place during an Alumni Reunion. Travel expenses will be paid.
Christine Wright, SMCS Secretary
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St Mary’s College Society
Reunion Weekend, 2019
Friday 30th August to Sunday 1st September
The 2019-20 academic year will be a special one for our College. We shall be celebrating the 100th anniversary
of gaining collegiate status. In Michaelmas Term 1919, a resolution of the University Council awarded collegiate status to what was known as the Women's Hostel (1899-1919) and the name of St Mary's College was
chosen by the newly designated College. In this momentous year, St Mary's also moved from Abbey House to
what is now the Chorister School on Cathedral Close.
To mark this milestone, St Mary's College Society invites all members to the annual Reunion Weekend on 30th
August to 1st September 2019. The centenary of these events will be at the centre of this gathering and will
mark the beginning of a year of celebration.

The Reunion will follow a traditional format, with some innovations, which perhaps sums up the greater part
of Mary’s history. At its centre will be the Grand Reunion Dinner, a gowned formal in the main dining hall,
complete with decorations and an after dinner speech by the incoming Principal, Professor Maggi Dawn. After
dinner, diners will be treated to the musical talents of the acclaimed folk band, Skerne.
Other highlights include an excursion to two of Mary’s former homes; Abbey House and the Chorister School,
as well as our Friday night quiz, in which our collective knowledge of Mary’s and Durham will be tested to its
limit. In addition, the Chapel Service, always well attended, will follow the AGM and attendees will have free
access to both the Botanical Gardens and Oriental Museum, during opening times throughout the weekend.
The gastronomic experience will begin with a Friday night buffet, which is a chance to settle in and meet fellow
Marysites from across the ages, and will end on Sunday with the now traditional Sunday lunch, which marks
the formal end of the Reunion. Those attending will join former staff, principals and alumni from many decades of the College’s history.
Steven Spencer (2005-9), SMCS Reunion Co-ordinator

20

Reunion Weekend Programme
Thursday 29th August
2019

From 1400

Bed without breakfast accommodation for early birds. Check in is
from 1400.

Friday 30th August 2019

1830

Welcome drinks before dinner.

1900

Hot buffet dinner in the dining hall.

2000

Reunion quiz (usually a competitive affair) and a chance to meet
fellow reunion attendees over drinks in college.

0900-1000

Breakfast in college

1100-1230

Visit to the Chorister School and Abbey House, both former
homes of St Mary’s (sign up required)

1300-1400

Lunch buffet in the Dining Hall

1400

SMCS AGM (attendance is encouraged, but optional) in the Kenworthy Hall

1600-1645

Chapel Service in the college chapel

1830

Grand Reunion Dinner Drinks Reception in the Atrium

1900

Grand Reunion Dinner in the Dining Hall, gowned and including
an after dinner speech by Professor Maggi Dawn, the incoming
College Principal

2100-2300

After dinner entertainment by the folk band Skerne in the Kenworthy Hall

0900-1000

Breakfast in college

1000-1300

Free time for members to visit places of interest.

Saturday 31st August
2019

Sunday 1st September
2019

Cathedral Services are: 10am Matins - Book of Common Prayer
11.15am Sung Eucharist - Common Worship
1300-1400

Sunday Carvery Lunch in the Dining Hall
Sunday night accommodation is Bed, no breakfast
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Spotlight on Members
It all started in Durham
Barbara Laithwaite (Hynds) St Mary’s College 1966-69, looks back on a sparkling career in wines
I went to Durham University because my sister went there. I met my future husband Tony because he was going out with my sister for a short while. It’s quite
usual for Durham students to marry - some frightening statistic like 70%. This all sounds horribly predetermined, very George Orwell, but it didn’t feel like
that. I found chemistry hard because I wanted to
party; Tony found geography hard because he wanted to do the dance decorations. We were friends at
Durham though not that close. We also weren’t the
most celebrated of students and many years later
when we were awarded our honorary doctorates of
Civil Law, our sponsor, Tim Burt, then Master of
Hatfield, didn’t dwell too much on our academic
success when giving the speech!
But I say all this just to show that success doesn’t have to come early and it doesn’t have to come from a conventional direction. Nevertheless, those Durham years were special because it is a special place. We laugh now
at some of the things we got up to. The colleges were strictly segregated and strictly disciplined. St Mary’s was
gals and Hatfield was guys. We often had to get a copy made of the front door key if we wanted to get back in
after 10 or remove the blocks from the ground floor windows if we had a friend in a ground floor room.
So life became a bit serious when I left in 1969. But I still had my logical brain and I was good with figures so
eventually moved down to London and joined the graduate entry at AGB (Audits of Great Britain) a wellknown market research company. It was the perfect job for somebody who loved numbers. My particular responsibility was the annual JICTAR survey, Joint Industry Committee for Television Audience Research. I
would spend my days analysing viewer data for the ‘commercial’ tv companies - those regional tv companies, of
which there were a fair number, whose income depended on advertising revenue. And then finally produce the
big annual report that was the industry bible for setting advertising rates. I remember my boss telling me quite
clearly that I was not in the business of telling absolutes; I had to indicate ‘trends’ so maybe what Disraeli said
about lies, damned lies and statistics —— is true!!
After a couple of years Tony came back into my life when my sister, a Hild’s girl, came back from South Africa
for a visit. She and her husband, a Bede man, (maybe it’s more than 70%!) emigrated there almost immediately
after graduating, two years before me. She stayed at my London flat and invited some of her old friends for
Sunday lunch, amongst them Tony.

And that was the beginning of our real life together. He had started his wine import company, then called Bordeaux Direct now called Laithwaites, after a stint in the vineyards and wineries of the Bordeaux region of
France. His passion was wine, wine producers and selling to customers. What he also needed was an organiser,
somebody with a feel for numbers so the inevitable happened. We were also romantically involved by then. My
boss at AGB thought I was crazy - going into the wine business which was then, as now, littered with bankruptcies - going in with your boyfriend - doubly stupid. But I was encouraged by others, most notably his mother
who liked my small feet, and my father who liked the thought of a wine merchant in the family.
So I joined him in early 1971 and with our ‘yin and yang’ the business began to thrive. It was very hard work but
interspersed, mostly for Tony, with trips back to France to replenish the stock. We were massively supported by
friends and family who rolled their sleeves up when needed. My special memories were when we were first
asked, in 1973, to form a wine club for the Sunday Times readers. All of a sudden we were packing thousands
of cases for customers not just hundreds. The friends and family came in very useful then!
It was a rollercoaster ride (more detail in Tony’s just published book Direct) but when you’re young, energetic,
passionate about what you’re doing and, to be honest, blind to most of the risks associated with start-ups, you
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just get on and do it. We married in 1975 - too busy before then - in a little Presbyterian church near Blairgowrie. I’m a Scot, Tony’s a Lancastrian - another good combination. As the piper played outside, the church filled
with winegrowers from all over the world, with wine trade notables and with the same family and friends who
had so generously given their time. It was quite a party! We finally tumbled onto the overnight sleeper train to
London to spend our honeymoon near Bordeaux, where else! Though we were accompanied on that train by a
goodly number of wine growers so it was an unusual send off.
We settled in Fulmer, a little village near Slough where the office and warehouse were at that time. But we
eventually had to find larger premises and moved the business and ourselves to near Reading. After a while the
babies came along, but in my usual ‘efficient’ manner I managed to have three within three years: Henry, Will
and Tom. It wasn’t planned that way - would have been rather a stupid plan - but that was the way it happened. And we still carried on running and expanding the business. It amazes me now when I think of the energy we must have had. Business, travelling, family, wonderful holidays in the Lake District where Tony’s parents lived, and Scotland with mine. But we still had that amazing support network of family and friends and
had added a wonderful Irish couple, John and Eileen, to help us bring up the family.
So there it is. Fifty years on, the company is still thriving, trading mostly in the U.K., the US and Australia but
buying throughout the world. The company HQ is still near Reading and we’re still living in the same house
nearby. Sounds pretty static but it really isn’t. Henry is an independent winemaker and has his own winery and
vineyards with his wife Kaye. Will is a brewer and married a gorgeous Czech girl, Veronika. And Tom is following particularly in his father’s footsteps and is happily settled with Kirsten, a wine buyer. They have given
us three grandchildren - so far. And they want to continue Laithwaites as a family company so are now taking
over the reins.
And it all started in Durham.

At the Summer Congregation in 2014, Barbara and Tony were awarded Honorary Doctorates of Civil
Law. The couple are major benefactors to Durham University Institute of Hazard, Risk and Resilience with the Laithwaite Landslide Laboratory named in their honour.

Tony and Barabara at Chateau La
Clariere in France.

Tony and Barbara at the International
Wine Awards
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An Appeal to all Alumni:
Support for students experiencing hardship
Many alumni reading this will remember their student days at Mary's as times when money wasn't exactly abundant, but we got by. Many of you, like me, were recipients of Student Grants and fully paid tuition. Many of
you, like me, were from ordinary low paid working families who couldn't give us any money towards our time
at Durham, but we got full grants so were able to manage, despite there not being much money at home!
More recent graduates, of course, have Graduate Debt, having taken out Student Loans for both Tuition and
Maintenance. You will be very aware of the costs faced by current students.
Many of you, like me, probably got holiday jobs to help out. The rise of the Gig economy and zero hours contracts means that this kind of temporary work isn't always available to today's students.
The problem of financial hardship has increased in recent years, with College Maintenance costs rising as well
as the hike to £9000 per annum for Tuition. Living at Mary's, as at all the Colleges, now exceeds the maximum
loan for maintenance, which means either parents cover the additional costs, or the students manage on less.
Current undergraduates are often having to scrutinise every single fee or expense. Things which in the 70s or
80s we just paid as part of our bill, like JCR and Library subscriptions, are sometimes unaffordable for a student
whose parents are barely managing financially. Often these fees are part of what makes the College
“experience” so special: the clubs and societies, the JCR, the sense of being part of a College family which is so
strong at St Mary's and which alumni remember as the special part of their Durham days.
This is one reason why the Society has changed the way in which we seek subscriptions; instead of an undergraduate charge, we will be inviting alumni to join the Society on Graduation with a one-off life membership
fee which we will keep at a modest level. We have changed our Constitution to reflect this.
We use the income received by the Society almost solely to support current students. We award Book Grants
for expensive essential textbooks which are unavailable online, where students need their own copies . These
are donated to the Library at Mary's when finished with. We give Travel Bursaries for visits which enhance degree studies (and CVs!). We give Bursaries to Postgraduates to present their research at important conferences
which enhances their study. And we want to help the College to support those students who may miss out on
parts of their College experience through financial hardship.
For example, JCR fees. These currently cost £114 including VAT for a 3 year course and £138 for a 4 year
course. Some students are really struggling to pay. Likewise Library subscriptions, Sports, Arts; all the extras
which make life in College special and engender the sense of family, friendship and support which we all know
we got from the Collegiate system. The University calls it “the Durham Difference”, and it is underpinned by
the Collegiate system. Mary's has always been one of the strongest Colleges in terms of this sense of family,
friendship and belonging, as well as excellent academic results. This is why it's always among the most popular
Colleges for student applications. Long may it remain so!
We don't want the brightest and best students who apply to Durham to be prevented from experiencing College life to the full because of financial hardship. Until I retired a few years ago, I was a Secondary Headteacher
who worked most of her career in schools in “challenging” areas. I knew of very able students who felt they
couldn't apply to Durham (though I did my best to persuade them otherwise!) because College life is too expensive if your family is low paid or on benefits. So we're appealing to all alumni reading this to donate towards
a fund to support these students and ensure they get the best from their time here, and the preparation for
graduate careers that the “extra experiences” contribute. Doesn't matter if you cannot afford very much: every
little helps!
To donate, please send a cheque made out to “St Mary's College Society” to the College indicating that it is for
our funds to support students experiencing hardship. College staff in student support roles are best placed to
know who most needs support, and will make those decisions, but YOU can know that your donations, whatever you can afford currently, will directly support a student who simply doesn't have enough money to participate in all we took for granted in past years.
Christine Wright (Chrissie Bryce 1975-79)
Secretary SMCS.
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Spotlight on Members
Sad Departures
Revd Dr Brenda Gibson, who was a student at St Mary’s from 1974 to 1980, firstly as an undergraduate and
later as a research student in the Department of Chemistry. Brenda died on the 31st of January 2019, following
a lengthy illness with cancer.
Brenda enjoyed a long career in education and the church, latterly studying for an MA in Christian Liturgy,
with her dissertation concerning “Liturgical Changes at the Minster between 1870 and the present.”. Brenda
played an active role in Wimborne Minster, with the current Rector, The Revd Andrew Rowland writing, “We
are sad at the loss of beloved Brenda but sure in our hope in the promises of God in Christ our Lord – a faith
in which Brenda was secure. As a priest in the Church she was both a faithful servant follower and a leader in
the Way of Jesus. Rev’d Dr Brenda had that delightful quality of being both humble and yet forthright. We
loved her dearly. She is a considerable loss to us all at Wimborne Minster and in the Villages”.

Thank you to Peter Gibson, brother of Brenda, for informing us all of this sad loss and for providing
the information detailed above.
Constance Gilbey, 89, died in Pinderfields Hospital on 29 December 2018. She
was a long standing teacher and senior manager in education, a magistrate for 40
years and was active in church and voluntary groups in Wakefield. Constance was
born in 1929 in Wakefield where her father, George Gilbey was a well-known local
figure. She studied at Wakefield Girls’ High School and at Durham University
where she graduated first in French and then as a teacher. She had extremely happy
memories of Durham, often telling us hilarious stories about her not entirely happy
career in the rowing team. She spoke with great respect of the Principal of the College at the time, to whom she referred as “Prinny” in the vernacular of the 1940s.
She taught at Mundella Grammar School and Ackworth School before being appointed Senior Mistress at Ripon Grammar School. From Ripon she was appointed
in 1968 as Senior Resident Tutor at Sheffield City College of Education. After her early retirement in 1983 she
moved back to Wakefield. Constance was appointed to the Bench in 1959 and served as a Magistrate for 40
years, retiring as Chair of the Wakefield Bench. For those services she was awarded an MBE in 2000. Constance was well known throughout her retirement in Wakefield. She was a loyal and active member of the United Reformed Church at Zion and later Flanshaw Chapels, and was strongly committed to the Bible Society.
She was a long term supporter of the Langley House Trust, for many years a Trustee of the Brotherton Charity
Trust, and a member of the Civic and Wakefield Operatic Societies. She had a wide ranging and far flung circle
of friends by whom she was much loved for her kindness, good counsel and generosity. She kept in close
touch with her two closest friends from St Mary’s, both of whom sadly died in recent years. She was greatly
loved by her family: her brother John Gilbey, also widely known in Wakefield, predeceased her but she is survived by her five nephews and nieces, their children and grandchildren.

We are grateful for this piece from Michael Gilbey.
Compiled by Steven Spencer, SMCS Vice President
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Spotlight on our History
Glimpses of 1947
Joyce Horsman (nee Henderson)
Joyce, then Joyce Henderson, was a student of St Mary’s College after the War. She matriculated in 1944, and graduated with an English degree in 1947. She then did a teacher training year 1947/48 and began her career as Assistant
English Mistress at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Hexham. She married John Horsman of Bede College on 17th
March 1951. Sadly Joyce died in 1992; John survived her by twenty-two years.

Following her father’s death five years ago, Joyce’s daughter, Sue Horsman, has made an exciting discovery - Joyce’s
scrapbook containing photographs taken in 1947/48 accompanied by annotations in neat sloping handwriting. Sue has
generously donated this to St Mary’s archives, along with other black and white photographs of the summer graduation, the autumn visit of Princess Elizabeth and the exceptionally hard winter, all in 1947.
In 1947, St Mary’s main residence was 8 The College, Cathedral Close, (now the Chorister School). Various other
buildings had been acquired to house the growing College including 13 South Bailey and ’Struan’ at 45 South Street. In
the latter Joyce and her friend June shared a room during their postgraduate year. They were sure to have enjoyed the
splendid view from ‘Struan’ of the Cathedral on the opposite side of the river. She writes in her scrapbook of relaxing,
complete with rugs and a kettle in the garden of 13 South Bailey: “We were having a break while ‘swotting‘ for Finals. It was a
public holiday and there were lots of people walking down to the banks and making a noise.”
1947 was a significant year for St Mary’s because on October 23rd H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth, five years before she became Queen, laid the foundation stone of the new buildings on our present site. Joyce had the honour of being presented to the Princess and was featured in a local newspaper report headlined “Blyth girl presented to Princess”. Apparently she told the Princess that she came from Blyth, a mining town in Northumberland and the well-informed
Princess replied with interest, “That’s where the naval base was.” Her mother, in an interview with the ‘News Post’ is
reported to have said she thought Joyce was chosen to represent the mining classes because her father was a fore overman at Bates Pit, Blyth.
Another 1947 focus of the scrapbook is the English Honours School led by Professor Abbott and lecturer Dr C
Leech. The final year students included three from St Mary’s and two from St Hild’s. The men’s studies were broken
up by the war; one had been called up and two had returned into the final year after war service.
The 1947 graduation occasioned comments in the scrapbook about the dress code for
graduation: “Despite the fact that clothes were rationed we were expected to wear black suits or
dresses. I had no clothing coupons left but my uncle had a friend who had a dress factory. I went
along to his place – which would now be considered a ‘sweat shop’ – was measured and the dress was
made for me. I was told not to ask where the coupons were coming from. I don’t know how the other
three managed – it was a question one didn’t ask.”
Incidentally, a student from Greece where things were still difficult after the war, had
“kitted herself out for college by raiding her bottom drawer. One nightdress made a beautiful evening
gown”.
Joyce conveyed her enthusiasm for St Mary’s to her daughter who remembers sitting
outside the gates of St Mary’s with her mother when the Queen made a subsequent
visit in 1960 to see the completed buildings of which she had laid the foundation
stone. She also remembers going to Mary’s Day with her mother a couple of times
and being looked after by students in the New Building (now Williamson). Sue still
has the chair that Joyce had to buy and take to university with her. It was probably a
significant expenditure for Joyce’s parents.
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In 1947 the winter was particularly cold with several feet of snow as seen in Joyce’s photograph (below left) of the
back of St Mary’s main residence 8, The College. What a contrast with the same view in summer (below right)!

Joyce continued her links with St Mary’s by becoming, from the 1960s, an enthusiastic active member of St Mary’s
College Society Committee on which she served for many years and became the Secretary. Her immediate successor
was Elizabeth Boyd followed by Sylvia Graham, Vicky Lorimer and Christine Wright. After Joyce’s death in 1992,
Louise Chapman, President of SMCS, wrote in the 1993 SMCS Newsletter, “I too shall miss her greatly…and her great
contribution to the work of the Society…She enjoyed her contacts with the JCR Officers and she kept the records meticulously.” She made lasting friendships summed up by her friend June in the same Newsletter: “Joyce was my
‘memory’ of our years in Durham. She always knew who was who and what happened where and when”.
Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist
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Spotlight on Members
1969 Graduates treated as Honoured Guests
In late 2018, the University Alumni department invited the 1969 graduates to return to Durham to take part in the Graduation Ceremony in
January 2019 to celebrate the Golden Anniversary of our graduation. In
the event about 30 of us accepted the invitation, including 6 from St
Mary’s.
The January ceremonies are for second degrees – masters, doctorates and
post graduate certificates in education. There were to be 5 such ceremonies spread over 2 days, all in the Cathedral. The University has grown
somewhat since the 1960s!
The University arranged for BA/BSc gowns to be available for us on free loan – only
teachers had bought their own gowns. We met in an upstairs room in the Palace
Green library, with our spouses / partners. It was exciting to catch up with people
from College, our old departments or from sporting clubs whom we had not seen for
so long. We then gathered on Palace Green to be photographed and watched the new
graduates parading from the Castle to the Cathedral. Our spouses had reserved seating
at the back of the Cathedral. We were taken through to the Cloisters and then processed in double file up the nave, just ahead of the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor and
other dignitaries.
When the ceremony started, the Vice Chancellor announced to the congregation that
we were the Golden Anniversary graduates and we stood up for a round of applause.
We then watched as the M.Sc., D.Sc. and PGCE students came up one by one to
shake the Chancellor's hand and listened to his speech.
After the ceremony we posed for more photos on Palace Green and then went down to Hatfield (with spouses) for
afternoon tea in the Birley room. The Alumni staff even arranged to bring our coats from Palace Green and collect in
our borrowed gowns. The tea was attended by the Vice Chancellor and many College Principals. I certainly saw / chatted to those from Hatfield, Van Mildert and Mary's. The V.C. spoke to us for about 15 minutes about the growth and
changes in the University over the last 50 years. He made us very welcome as honoured guests and congratulated us
again, although I am not sure if that was just for surviving for 50 years.
That evening there was a special dinner at Mary's for the students graduating that day and for us, including spouses. The
bubbles and other wines flowed freely and the food was excellent. We were again congratulated and very much made to
feel like honoured guests. Mary's was the only College arranging a dinner for its Alumni in this way. I felt quite cherished. You did feel proud to be a part of such a caring college and such an appreciative university.
If any of you are invited to attend the ceremony to celebrate
the 1970 graduates or other future years I would thoroughly
recommend that you attend.
Maureen Young (nee Kitchin)
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Spotlight on Members
Remembering Barbara
Barbara Jean Robinson (nee Ingham), St Mary’s Student, 1965-68

27th April 1947-19th December 2019
Barbara and I go back a long way, even to before our student days at St Mary’s College Durham. Our fathers
were colleagues at the same school, Sir William Turner’s Grammar School, Redcar. Shortly after she was born in
Bradford, the family moved to Redcar, North Yorkshire, where her father took up his post of Head of Geography; he joined my own father who was Head of English. Staff families joined forces socially, especially the wives
with young children so consequently Barbara and I knew each other from infancy; we were taken to events such
as sports days, cheered on our fathers’ rival Houses and even presented flowers to the Mayoress!
We were at different primary schools because I lived in Saltburn,
five miles from Redcar. Our secondary school was Cleveland
Grammar School for Girls, Redcar, with Barbara a year ahead of
me. Barbara’s mother taught Maths there and Barbara’s sister Susan and I were in the same class. I remember Barbara particularly
for her sporting achievements especially in swimming for which she
represented the county. She was one of a “sporty sixsome” sharing
outdoor activities requiring no small degree of stamina. No wonder
she became a geographer!
I have to admit to a slight unspoken rivalry between us! Barbara
studied English, French and Geography at A Level; I took English,
French and German. We must have been fairly evenly matched,
however, because St Mary’s eagerly accepted us both, Barbara for
Geography with French and myself for English with French. I actually owe indirectly my choice of university to
her because her mother informed mine that undergraduates could reside in College all three years and Durham
had to be first choice on the UCCA form – obviously appealing to us all!
Once at St Mary’s we were in different years, in departments on different sites, with different friends on different
corridors, sitting in different areas of the Dining Hall – there was a hierarchical order at formal meals, first years
nearest the kitchen end, third and fourth years near High Table and second years sandwiched between. That
meant only brief encounters for exchanging news.
On graduating in 1968, she settled for a PGCE in Bristol. Here, at a Department welcome social she met her
future husband Chris, a Cambridge graduate, also a geographer. Their wedding was in 1971 with the reception at
a Saltburn hotel I knew well. After Bristol, her first teaching post was in Brierley Hill while Chris’ was in
Gloucester then she joined him there just before they got married. She was a devoted wife and clearly adaptable
with a sense of adventure, a lot of moving homes and changing lifestyles. She followed Chris’ career from
Gloucester, Sidcup and Aylesbury to a Deputy Headship at a Methodist boarding school called Shebbear College
in North Devon and finally, his Headship at Hipperholme Grammar School. Her own teaching jobs were at a
convent school in Bexleyheath, Aylesbury High School and as the first female teacher and dayboy house-mistress
at Shebbear College. And so in 1988, their life in Hipperholme, Halifax, began.
In 1975, Alex was born, Helen two years later and Hugh in 1980. Barbara was a practical mum enjoying the domestic scene and imparting her enthusiasms to the family not the least being adventurous holidays. France was
important and in 1985 they visited her sister Susan in Australia where she had settled permanently after her marriage.
As jobs in secondary education were unobtainable in Calderdale, Barbara decided to retrain for primary teaching
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so she eventually went full-time teaching eight year olds in Boothtown. Chris said, “She worked incredibly hard and tirelessly boosted the
children’s morale, reading ability and general social education as well as anything laid down by the government. She enjoyed the wider range of primary
education though ironically it had been her specific skill of playing the piano for
assembly that may have got her the job in the first place!” She saw education as providing opportunities especially to the disadvantaged:
“That’s their way out” she said to me.
The Methodist Church played a huge part in their lives especially
after retirement in 2005 when they had more time to give. Halifax
provided a choral society and a swimming pool for musical and
physical wellbeing. The Yorkshire moors gave opportunities for
walking. With their characteristic sense of adventure, they enjoyed
travel abroad to places as diverse as Russia, Cambodia, New Zealand, USA and Eastern and Western Europe. Her parents, Ken
and Gwen Ingham, retired to Scarborough and Barbara and Chris bought a house near them to facilitate visits.
After Durham, Barbara and I went our separate ways. Our fathers had retired so school news was less; the Redcar schools as we had known them had turned comprehensive. I had some updates of her from the SMCS
Newsletter……UNTIL at the 1999 St Mary’s College Society Reunion celebrating the College Centenary, we
caught sight of each other with instant recognition and rapport, declaring we hadn’t changed a bit! We were
amazed to find that we had in common not only our backgrounds and teaching careers but also mutual friends
and many interests including choral singing.
Thereafter, she attended several reunions and drew me into her circle of lively friends. Her contact with her year
group had widened, thanks to Margaret Scott (Hemingway) who was married to a fellow Calderdale Head and
local preacher and urged her to join in reunions. Her Christmas letters overflowed with exciting news of family
achievements and adventurous exploits. She and Chris came to the 2018 Reunion in September to mark 50
years since graduation. Talking to her at the end of the Cathedral service, I feared it was our last meeting; I
hoped it wasn’t but, alas, it was.
After a brave struggle, she died on 19th December, 2018. The
huge turnout for the thanksgiving celebration of her life on
14th January at Christ Church, Hipperholme, bore witness to
“A life well lived”. SMCS President Elizabeth Fisher and
Committee Member Catherine Stone, as well as being lasting
friends of Barbara, were very pleased to represent St Mary’s
College Society at the service.
In Chris’ words: “In all the last 47 years Barbara has been the most
devoted wife and mother, loving and supporting me and the family, giving
us the confidence to do what we have done as well as being a wonderful
grandma later in life”. Barbara’s love, warmth, compassion, enthusiasm, energy and determination have enriched the many whose lives she touched, leaving them a lasting legacy.
Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist
With grateful acknowledgements to Chris for his eulogy.
Photographs at SMCS Reunions:
1999 The writer and Barbara
2018 Chris and Barbara
2018 Barbara and some of her circle of friends at the drinks reception in Kenworthy Hall
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Durham in 2019
Changes to ‘Gown’...
2018-19 has continued in the same vein as the previous academic year, being dominated by extensive and largely
damaging changes to the university. New and very expensive buildings, each paid for by borrowing against future income, are going ahead and whilst world class facilities are welcomed in any university, including Durham,
the fact they are accompanied by continued reviews and rationalisations of staff, structures and working practices are far less welcome.
For St Mary’s and other maintained colleges, this has meant great change for our catering staff, with working
conditions substantially altered. Change has also affected our administrative and operational staff, meaning a
reduction in staff numbers, together with a complete reorganisation of both staff and working methods. Many
fear, with justification, that these changes will damage our community by removing staff who know how and
why the college works (in Mary’s case the loss of Karen Fisher and Gillian Green was a particularly grievous
blow), and by consequently placing more work and responsibility on the JCR President, her team of student volunteers, the MCR team of student volunteers, the SCR’s team of volunteers and also our own SMCS operations.
Such seemingly short sighted changes are taking place throughout all departments and colleges, (except for St
John’s and St Chad’s, who are independent and have not followed central university rationalisations) and alumni
may wish to peruse university public web pages, together with the Palatinate Newspaper in order to see what is
happening in a university to which we are all connected by virtue of having Dunelm after our degree title.
March 2019, the Teaching
and Learning Centre, built on
‘Mary’s Field’ is taking shape,
together with the new pathway from Mary’s to the facilities housed therein.

A new Learning Centre for
St John’s College was under
construction in April 2019.
This sympathetic development incorporates older
buildings into a state of the
art facility that will add
greatly to the experience of
St John’s students.
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… and ‘Town’
Changes in Durham continue apace. The Riverwalk shopping centre and cinema/leisure development opened in midsummer 2019, whilst the retail landscape continued to evolve, with the loss of M & S in April 2019 being a blow for
the many locals who enjoyed the convenience of this staple of Durham’s Silver Street. An art and champagne boutique
bar has been perhaps a surprising addition to the North Road landscape, which also witnessed the reopening of the
former Yate’s Bar as the ‘Three Bridges’ pub, now (strangely for many walking by) a haunt of students. Work is ongoing on the site of the former Passport Office, creating more retail/residential and leisure space. Plans are also afoot for
a new and controversial home for the County Council on the Sands, a move that is being vociferously resisted by many
local people. The Council plan to redevelop the Akeley Heads site into a large business park, as a source of wealth and
jobs for the City, whilst also moving ahead with a northern relief road, which would pass through the countryside areas
between Claypath and Newton Hall; this plan is also facing local resistance. There is much to see and hear about for all
alumni who make it back to Durham in the near future.
The former Coach and Eight
pub, closed for a long period
of time, has now reopened as
an outlet of the popular
‘Vodka Revolution’ chain of
bars. It has proven popular
with students, particularly on
sunny days, when the large
terrace comes into its own.

The newly rebranded ‘Riverwalk’,
becoming close to opening in April
2019. The redevelopment incorporates existing buildings and car parks
into a large complex of shops, restaurants, a multiplex cinema and student accommodation.
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At long last, after countless hours of hard and vital work by a team of seven stonemasons, the repair work on the
Cathedral Tower has now been completed. Seen here in April 2019, the scaffolding largely gone, revealing the
superb craftsmanship that will keep the tower secure for the next 150 years. By July (see left page) all scaffolding
had become a distant memory as locals and tourists alike admired the beautiful and unique form in all its scaffold
free glory. Members may also be pleased to know that photography is now allowed in the cathedral and that
work is ongoing to provide new porchways on the north and south doors, which will enable easier access and
also uncover stonework that has long been hidden from public view.

The former New Inn has
been transformed into a café/bar called ‘Whitechurch’,
owned by the same people
who own Flat White. A range
of hot and cold drinks, including real ale, are served,
alongside a menu of hot and
cold foods.
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Above: To show some things
don’t change, a view from the top
of the Avenue, Durham, in May
2019, with countryside stretching
east in the direction that leads to
the North Sea forming the distant
landscape.

Left: The Viaduct is still standing!
Looking on as Durham continues
to evolve.
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SMCS Annual Lecture
Tuesday 5th November 2019, 8-30pm
Kenworthy Hall, St Mary’s College
Following the success of the first two SMCS annual lectures, the Society invites members, guests, and all members
of both the St Mary’s College and broader university community to our latest annual SMCS Lecture, to be held in
the Kenworthy Hall on Tuesday 5th November, 2019.
This year’s lecture is entitled, ‘Rehabilitation in Prisons, the story so far’ and will be delivered by the Governor of
Frankland Prison, Gavin O’Malley. This lecture promises to provide an insight into an issue that is very much debated in contemporary public affairs, yes is one step removed from the thoughts of many on a day-to-day basis.
As has become the norm, the lecture will be recorded and placed on ‘Youtube’ for members who cannot attend to
see at a later date.

Refreshments will be provided on the evening and booking is not required. Please come along, and bring friends/
family to what will be a fascinating lecture.
Members may also wish to note that each year Mary’s and other colleges host academics from the Institute of Advanced Study; as part of this, Mary’s hosts IAS lectures. Recordings of IAS lectures can be found here; members
may wish to listen to this varied lecture series.
St Mary’s College Society Committee
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SMCS Committee List 2018-19
Officers
Canon Elizabeth Fisher

President until AGM 2020

Steven Spencer

Vice President until AGM 2021

Christine Wright

Secretary until AGM 2020

Ann Bainbridge

Treasurer until AGM 2020

Ex-Officio members
Professor Simon Hackett

Principal

Catherine Paine

Vice Principal (Acting Principal from Jan 2019)

Karl Williams

MCR President

Ellie Ng

JCR President

Anne Elliott

College Archivist

Madeleine Smith

Past MCR President

Luke Wagner

Past JCR President

Andrew King

Development Officer

Committee Members
Dr Margaret Collins

1: Until AGM 2021

Timothy Hughes

2: Until AGM 2019

Catherine Stone

3: Until AGM 2019

Pat Corbett

4: Until AGM 2019

Andy Hopkins

5: Until AGM 2019

Gillian Martin

6: Until AGM 2021

Anne Furness

7: Until AGM 2021

Sam Bentwood

8: Until AGM 2021

Dr Sandra Ward

9. Until AGM 2021

SMCS website: www.stmaryscollegesociety.co.uk
SMCS email address: smc.society@durham.ac.uk
SMCS postal address: FAO SMCS Secretary, St Mary’s College, Elvet Hill Road, DURHAM, DH1 3LR.
St Mary’s College telephone number: 0191 334 5719
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