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A Message from the Editor
The first SMCS Newsletter was produced in 1908, a world much removed from ours perhaps, but one in
which recognisable elements existed. One is our Society, which had been meeting since 1904, instituting the
idea that one becomes a member of Mary’s for life, not simply for the duration of one’s studies.
Now, 109 years removed from that first publication, the following pages represent and communicate the continuation of this idea, one that is perpetuated by the continued belief in you, the members, that Mary’s is indeed for life. As you read on you will find common themes amongst the words and images. One is collegiality,
and a second is a commitment to personal excellence whilst there is also a sense of values and history being
entwined, helping us to navigate the future and finally there are the enduring bonds of friendship.
Our Society supports current students in many ways, as you will read and we do this because Mary’s students
are brilliant; they study, fundraise, compete, push at boundaries, recreate traditions and leave as graduates,
transformed in so many ways, whilst positively impacting on the lives of others.
The common rooms each act to create the college community; reports from all three will enable members to
understand the contemporary college, with details of the arts and sports scenes complementing these, alongside insight from a very active fresher.
The college (by which I really mean the staff) exists to enable each student to flourish; reports from the seemingly ever present Acting Principal and thoughts from the Chaplain will illuminate some of the hard work that
underpins our student body.
Our society is only as strong as its members and this year we have been blessed with a bumper crop of member contributions to this publication. From a Bahrain Conference to reflections on the sanitary arrangements
in Fergusson building, our members’ words will entertain and promote thought in equal measure. Another
member contribution, by Kathlyn Robinson, is a particular highlight, providing a time capsule to a bygone age
that is strangely familiar and I am sure will bring forth memories in each of us.
There is a focus upon our shared history, with the full story of Dot Christelow, who devoted a lifetime of
working to Mary’s and our students. Thanks to Anne Elliot, our hard working archivist, we have not only this
gem, but also a range of articles, including a history of the Dining Hall, the real heart of the college for so
many student generations.
Finally, there is news of changes to both the university and the city itself. Both are undergoing transformations
that members will, I am sure, find interesting and may wish to know more about.
I and the whole committee hope to see many of you at the annual reunion, details of which are within and also
encourage you all to write to us with memories, news and thoughts as we pursue efforts to support the continuance of our Society, itself a part of the broader Mary’s family.
I and the whole committee hope you enjoy this newsletter, which this year is the largest, not only due to the
new A4 format, but also measured by the quantity of materials therein, which exceed any of the other eight
years of my involvement with this publication.
Please contact me using s.p.spencer@durham.ac.uk to give feedback, submit news or contact about anything
at all.
With best wishes for happy reading,
Steven Spencer
SMCS Vice President and Acting Newsletter Editor

2

A Message from the SMCS President
As I write this message our national news is dominated by the recent atrocities in Manchester and at London
Bridge. The initial shock may gradually diminish, but I doubt that the passage of time will enable us to get
much closer to understanding the motivation and mindset that lead people to commit such acts of terror.
There has, however, been one positive response emerging from many of the individuals and groups caught
up in these horrific events. People have spoken again and again of the need to re-affirm the value of communities in which diversity is welcomed, honoured and cherished: communities in which people are determined
to stick together.
The Vice Chancellor has recently published his strategy for the next 10 years in the life of Durham University. The Colleges are at the heart of the strategy. Existing colleges will expand and new colleges will be
opened; the university is set to grow. He writes, ‘Our students benefit from being members for life of one of our sixteen
residential Colleges, each of which offers a diverse and supportive community in which they thrive and develop both personally and
academically. Elsewhere he describes Colleges as promoting cultures of affection.’
Certainly, I recall my time as a student in Mary's as a place where I met a diverse range of contemporaries,
some of whom are among my closest friends even now. We were told on matriculating that we were part of
Mary's for life, though I am not sure at the time that we took that thought on board. However, as the years
pass I know this to be true. I am struck by how loyal are the people who work in administration, catering and
housekeeping. Our archivist has reminded us of whole families working for all their lives for St Mary's College. We know that when we return for a visit we are given a warm welcome. We know that past Principals
enjoy their continuing ties. Mary's really does offer and promote a culture of affection.
Although many aspects of the College change, the atmosphere remains identifiably Mary's. The activities and
styles of dress may be different from those of our own day, the numbers involved may be a good deal larger,
but, with a community which is no less refreshingly diverse, Mary's still nurtures a culture of affection that
embraces us all. We on the committee try to underline this in practice through our bursaries for undergraduates and post graduates. We try to show it in welcoming as many as possible back to reunions. Elsewhere you
will see the advance notice of our expanded reunion weekend in September. Please try to attend some if not
all of the events on offer. A new endeavour is to be introduced - the SMCS annual lecture - which is open to
all members of St Mary's. Professor Nancy Cartwright is to give the inaugural lecture on Tuesday the 24 th of
October. She came to Mary's as an IAS fellow and enjoyed her stay so much that she returned to Durham
(and to Mary's) as a Professor of Philosophy. Whatever our own particular discipline I am sure she will have
something of interest, thought-provoking and perhaps even challenging for us all to hear. Please put this date
and that of the reunion in your diary.
I trust that all alumni want the Society to continue to support Simon and Catherine as they play their part in
strengthening the College as a community of affection for our diverse
and talented students, who are on the brink of their adulthood and careers. I am confident that you all, like me, look back on your time in
Mary's with affection and with gratitude for what we gained from it, and
trust that today's students will do the same in years to come. Membership of Mary's is a treasure to hold dear.
Elizabeth Fisher, SMCS President
June 5th 2017
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Principal’s Report
It is my great pleasure to be able to contribute to the St Mary’s College Society Newsletter for 2017. It has been
a very busy year with plenty to report.
I am delighted that this year has seen a fantastic fundraising effort by the student body. This began with the
Michaelmas Dinner in November at which Nikki Dravers, a Durham graduate and founder of the Durhambased food recycling charity ‘Re-f-Use’, was invited to speak: £160 was raised on the night. The New Year saw
a Formal Dinner and Live Lounge ‘Songs for Euan’ raise £300 for the work of the Royal Life Saving Society
(the charity selected by Euan Coulthard’s parents). A representative from the Royal Life Saving Society was invited to attend and spoke to a full dining hall about the work of the charity. This year’s charity fashion show
saw just over £4,500 raised for MIND, the MCR used their annual Inter-MCR Formal Dinner to raise over
£100 money for Lumos, JK Rowling’s charity to support children living in institutions across the world, and the
St Mary’s JCR DUCK team organised a 48-hour Triathlon to raise over £1,500 for ‘Young Minds’ and ‘Walking
with the Wounded’. We have been incredibly impressed with this fundraising effort and, coupled with the 795
volunteer hours they have contributed to University outreach projects, our students really have excelled themselves in supporting a range of initiatives this year.
We had lots of ‘firsts’ in college this year, one of which
was the first annual Sports’ Weekend held in March
when alumni returned to Durham to take part in sporting activities ranging from rugby, football, hockey, netball and darts to cheerleading and dance. Our thanks go
to Nathan Lamb, Development Officer, and the sports
reps for organising such a fantastic event. The men’s
Basketball team reached their first-ever playoff final, the
women’s Hockey team gained promotion to the Premiership, and the Combined ‘Cuthle’ Women’s Rugby
Team (the majority of its players being from St Mary’s)
went all the way to the Floodlit Cup Final. The position of JCR Sports Officer was hotly contested this year,
with 6 students applying - testament to the way sport has developed here at St Mary’s over the last few years.
In terms of drama and music, we have staged three wonderful productions in College in the shape of the
Christmas pantomime, Peter Panto; Agatha Christie’s ‘The Unexpected Guest’; and the summer musical ‘Little
Shop of Horrors’. All three were truly fantastic, both in terms of the level of performance from those on stage,
to the set design and costumes, orchestral accompaniment, and off-set support. It was also a real pleasure to
see our students perform in a number of University productions, including Monty Python’s ‘Spamalot’ at the
Gala Theatre, and ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’ at St John’s College. We have also enjoyed hearing our
students perform at a number of live lounges throughout the year. A new band has been created by a group of
Freshers called ‘After Light’ and they have provided the soundtrack for the new College video, which we hope
to launch at the start of the next academic year. But also we had to say goodbye to a number of the Basement
Jazz stalwarts as they graduated this summer. We did, however, have the pleasure of seeing them all perform
together one last time at Mary’s Day.
In the arts we continue to benefit from the creative energies of our students, particularly when they transform
College for the termly Balls. The themes of ‘Winter’, ‘A Night at the Movies’ and ‘Astrology’ provided enough
inspiration to create some absolutely stunning artwork. The JCR also organised a photography exhibition during Arts Week which produced some really wonderful contributions. This was held shortly after the College
hosted the work of artist Barrie Ormesby, from the local Bearpark Artists’ Co-operative. The exhibition, enti4

tled ‘Inflorescence’, included landscapes of
west Durham, compositions from music and
explorations of social and mythical themes.
The College hosted several academic visitors
this year. From the Institute of Advanced
Study (IAS) we welcomed Dr Anna Maerker, Senior Lecturer in History of Medicine at
King’s College London and Prof.HansPetter Graver, Professor of Law at the University of Oslo. Both delivered lectures in College, attended by students and staff from across the University. Particular links were made with visitors to the School of Applied
Social Sciences as St Mary’s became the base for Dr Merlinda Weinberg, Associate Professor in the School of
Social Work at Dalhousie University, and Prof. Ole-Petter Askheim, Professor in the Department of Education
and Social Studies at Lillehammer University College. We were also delighted to host Dr Meg Sherval, Senior
Lecturer in Geography and Environmental Studies at the University of Newcastle in New South Wales,
through the St Mary’s Visiting Women’s Fellowship, and for Dr Kimberley Skelton, Junior COFUND Fellow
in the School of Modern Languages and Culture, to spend another year with us.
The advertisement for both our St Mary’s Women’s Fellowship and St Mary’s Research Fellowship generated a
large number of very high quality applications and, along with our Durham IAS Fellows and COFUND Fellows, I’m delighted that St Mary’s is going to have an equally full visiting academic programme next academic
year.
Last year the SCR launched its Research Award, offering £500 to support an undergraduate of the College in
carrying out a research internship over the summer vacation. The successful first recipient of the first award
was Callum Ellis, a Geography student, who gave a presentation to the SCR about his fieldwork in Kanrawer,
in the west of Ireland, where he conducted a sedimentological and stratigraphical investigation of a late Pleistocene drumlin, collecting data that will contribute to climate change research being undertaken here at Durham.
Callum graduated this year and I am delighted he is remaining at Durham to complete a Masters. The recipient
of the SCR Research Award for 2017 is Giulia Zavagno and this will enable her to undertake research in the
Department of Biosciences over the summer. We look forward to hearing further about her research project
when she presents to the SCR next year.
We have had to say a few farewells this year as a number of colleagues retire. This includes Secretary of the
SCR, Linda Morrison, who retired from her post in the Alumni Relations Office; Treasurer of the SCR, Jon
Purcell, who is retiring from his position as University Librarian; and two long-standing and very valued members of the College: Dorothy Grieve and Kathleen Vasey. Dorothy joined the College in 2005 as College &
Principal’s Secretary and more recently held the role of Student Support Administrator. Kathleen came to St
Mary’s as Admissions Secretary in 2012. We wish them all well in their retirement.

As the academic year draws to a close we were delighted to welcome Claire Basnett as our new Student Support Administrator. Claire has joined us from Stephenson College and brings with her a great range of experience and knowledge. I am also delighted that Nathan Lamb, our Development Officer, is staying with us for a
further year, continuing the excellent work he has undertaken for the College in 2016/17.
I hope this gives a taste of all that has gone in College over the last few terms. Simon returns from his research
leave in July 2017 and we will begin to prepare for the new academic year over the summer vacation. My personal thanks go to Elizabeth Fisher for the support she has offered during the period that I was Acting Principal of the College, and for the ongoing support the Society offers to our current students through its range of
bursaries. As ever, we very much hope that we will welcome you back to St Mary’s College soon.
Catherine Paine, Acting Principal (January-June 2017), St Mary’s College
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A Message from the JCR President
This year has truly flown by and it seems like yesterday that
we were welcoming the new students and their families
into college. I have thoroughly enjoyed my role and feel
immensely privileged to have been given this opportunity
to oversee St Mary’s JCR this year.
It has been a fantastic year in all areas of the JCR. We started the year with the popular introduction of a vending machine into the Fergusson building, over the Easter holiday
we completed the refurbishment of the bar and we have
ended the year with a beautiful Midsummer Ball and
scorching hot Mary’s Day. This year we have also had a
brilliant turn out for elections, exemplified by a record
number of students (six) running for the position of Sports
Officer. Changes have also been made to the structure of
the Exec, with roles of VP and Secretary being combined
and the Livers’ Out Rep moved from the Core Exec to ex
officio.
Last year saw the introduction of ‘Team Mary’s’
and this has gone from strength to strength. The
Men’s Rugby team have won all bar one of their
games this season to finish the season as Division 1 Champions. Women’s Hockey, for the
first time in seven years, managed to secure promotion to the Premiership and Men’s basketball,
after fourteen wins in a row, were the most successful team at not only Mary’s but also across
the whole of college sport at Durham.
The ‘Team Mary’s’ spirit was wonderfully
demonstrated at the Sports Weekend that took place in Epiphany term. On the weekend of 10 th March, seven
different sports teams held their annual reunion. Various matches took place between current students and
alumni as well as a brilliant Sports Formal on the Friday evening. It was amazing to watch new and old students come together in true Mary’s fashion.
The number of sports clubs and societies at Mary’s continue to grow, with two new sports teams being ratified
this year; Swimming Club and Women’s Rugby, as well
as the introduction of a Baking Society and Latino Society (to name but a few!).
St Mary’s College Arts Society hosted a brilliant Arts
Week in Epiphany term, which started with a Photography Exhibition in Kenworthy Hall and finished with a
stunning Masquerade Ball where, true to the theme of
‘All the World’s a Stage’, the Dining Hall was transformed into a theatre. The Foot of the Hill Theatre
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Company have also been busy, performing Agatha
Christie’s ‘The Unexpected Guest’ in Epiphany Term
and ending the year with a memorable performance of
the musical ‘Little Shop of Horrors’.
Charity fundraising has also been a highlight of the
past two terms. The Charity Fashion Show raised
£4690.75 for the mental health charity ‘Mind’ and a
new event, DUCK’s Tri48 (a student run 48-hour Triathlon), raised over £3000 for ‘Walking with the
Wounded’ and ‘Young Minds’. As a result of fundraising at Michaelmas Dinner we were able to donate £160
the local charity ‘Re-f-use’, whilst the Songs for Euan raised £671 for the Royal Lifesaving Society (in memory
of Euan Coulthard). All of this adds up to a very successful year of charitable fundraising for St Mary's JCR this
year!
The International Food Fair continues to be a highlight of
the JCR calendar and President’s Guest Night at the start of
May was a wonderful celebration of individuals who have
contributed to the JCR over the year. The introduction of
the End of Exams Formal also provided the opportunity for
the JCR Executive to be invited to high table as a way of
thanking them for their hard work this year.
Finally, a personal thank you from me. Thank you for all of
your support over this year. I cannot express how proud I
am of this college and everything the students have achieved.
Thank you for a truly amazing year and I hope to see many
of you again in the near future.
Best wishes,
Esther Scriven, St Mary’s JCR President 2016-17

7

MCR President’s Report
I am delighted to be submitting another annual report
for the St Mary’s College Society newsletter. As the
academic year comes to an end, I can say that the
Middle Common Room had an amazing year!
We started the year with a big team of MCR Freshers’
Reps and we introduced the role of Head Frep to welcome new MCR members. We had one of the best
Induction Weeks. As in previous years it was held in
conjunction with the JCR, as we wanted to make sure
that all PGs got involved as much as possible. We organised some of our own events before the home students arrived, such as a welcome dinner, scavenger
hunt, cake crawl and a trip to the botanical garden.
The JCR, SCR and MCR have worked closely together this year, which benefited the College Community.
Throughout the year we put on many different social events to make sure that the postgraduate, international
and mature student fitted in. The executive committee worked very hard and we had many successful events.
We also introduced a new formal in Michaelmas Term: ‘Bring a Friend Formal’, which was very well received
and should be continued.
Thanks to the SCR the MCR regularly attended High Table Dinners to enjoy a nice meal
together. We hosted our second Inter-MCR
Formal, which once again was incredibly popular. Inter-MCR Formals are a fantastic
chance to get many different postgraduates
together and celebrate. For one night only St
Mary’s College was transformed in to Hogwarts, as our theme was Harry Potter. We had
a magical night with owls, a magician and different bands. The money raised at this event
was donated to a charity called ‘Lumos’, which
promotes an end to the institutionalisation of children worldwide.
Another highlight of the year was the Annual Formal Dinner in June. This event was open to all St Mary’s
MCR members and their friends. St Mary’s College Society had kindly agreed to subsidise this formal. The
evening consisted of a nice three-course meal with musical performance.
We have continued the St Mary’s College Seminar Series, which are now called “Connections”. Uel, the MCR’s
Vice-President, did a great job getting the seminars off the ground. The seminar series are now more than just
giving postgraduates the chance to present their research (although that remains central to it). They are more
about exchange, dissemination, community and support.
As my time as MCR President is coming to an end, I would like to take this opportunity to thank SMCS Committee for all of their help and support. I had a great time as President and I am proud to be part of such a fantastic community.
Sabrina Seel, St Mary’s MCR President 2016-17
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St Mary’s SCR 2016-17
The Senior Common Room has enjoyed a vibrant and
varied year, both in and out of college, providing opportunities for members to congregate and supporting the
broader college community.
Interaction with the MCR was particularly strong this
year, with the SCR hosting MCR members at a joint high
table formal and the MCR inviting SCR members to the
annual MCR formal dinner. There has also been a regular flow of postgraduate students on to the SCR’s high
table formals.
To support research at undergraduate level the SCR recently initiated a research award of £500 to help Mary’s
students to undertake projects. The selected student receives the money and a certificate, following an application process and subsequently gives a presentation to the SCR before a high table meal.
In line with the college’s commitment to widening participation in higher education, the SCR provided financial support to two visits in this academic year and committed to further such spending/practical support at the
AGM in May.
SCR membership is by application and may be of interest to alumni who live relatively nearby. In addition to
activities in college, the SCR regularly venture out into the broader community. During this academic year the
SCR enjoyed a private visit to the National Railway Museum at Shildon, in which members explored the national collection locomotives, as well as having an extensive talk/demonstration from the conservator.
A visit to the cathedral in June included not only an
insightful talk from the chief conservation officer,
but also a demonstration from the stonemasons
who are currently rebuilding the tower. June also
witnessed members producing glass coasters in an
exceedingly relaxing session at the Crushed Chilli
Gallery on South Street in Durham.
Cultural visits have been fundamental to the SCR
programme for many years, with the Sage, Theatre
Royal in Newcastle and the Gala in Durham being
regular venues. This year the SCR branched out to
York Theatre Royal, being thoroughly entertained
and challenged by a large scale community theatre
production, ‘Anything is Possible’, concerning the Suffragette movement in 1913.
The programme also included a gourmet night, with acclaimed harpist Sarah Dean providing musical accompaniment and a Jazz night in which the Zoe Gilby Trio entertained an audience who tucked into a hot buffet and
wine from the college cellar. In addition, a whisky tasting, a live lounge music night and a live poetry reading by
Bob Beagrie were squeezed in, with all of these events adding to the regular Tuesday evening high table formals and SCR members attending full hall formals, ‘informals’ and balls in college. Michaelmas Term will be
similarly action packed and any alumni wishing to join the SCR should email s.p.spencer@durham.ac.uk to request details.
Steven Spencer, SCR Secretary 2016-17
9

Team Mary’s
Sport in College, 2016-17
The 2016/2017 college sport season for St Mary’s has been both typical and also exceptional at the same time.
As ever, participation is one of our strong points, but this year saw an amazing number of Freshers involved in
sport with a massive number of them trying a sport that they have never been involved in before. This has
translated into some epic successes for a variety of clubs across the Mary’s sports scene.
The netball club was able to turn out four teams each
week (the C team is to the right) to engage in incredibly
competitive and thrilling matches, including one with our
very own men’s rugby team, which produced a hilarious
interpretation of the rules of netball. Talking of the rugby
team, the Men’s team became the first squad at Mary’s to
attain promotion during the 2016/2017 season, winning
all bar one of their games this season to finish the season
as Division 1 Champions. A fantastic cohort of Freshers
added fizz to a squad that already included stand-out players such as Jamie Taylor, Jack Smith and Miles Johnson.
Myles McKay, Harry Ewbank and Zach Fox who added
to the try-scoring capabilities of this team as they produced results that were frankly embarrassing for some of
the opposing teams. Mary’s students also formed the major element of the ‘Cuthle’ Combined Women’s Rugby
team which managed to record a stellar season of their own, getting as far as the Floodlit Cup Final where Jessie Downing, Ellen Boardman, Jess Chadwick, Annabel Roderick and Hannah Smith were all unlucky to come
away as runners up, the final score was 14-7 in favour of the combined ‘Milbut’ team.

Football has seen some its highest levels of participation in both the Men’s and Women’s team, with many in
the Women’s team being asked if they would play for the university thanks to the input they put in for their
college team. University players added extra impetus to the Women’s hockey team this year as well and this
squad managed to secure promotion to the Premiership, like their male rugby counterparts. This was the first
time in seven years that Mary’s had a team in the highest division of Women’s hockey and the exceptional work
of Mairead Lucas, Tilly Worlidge and Florence Williams, among others, was pivotal in this incredibly successful
season. Indeed, Mairead and Tilly were so successful that they formed an integral part of our Men’s team at
points this season too!
Racket sports have proven to be a regular point scorer
for Mary’s in the college sports points table. Chris Hierons has admirably led the squash and badminton
squads to some marvellous dominations of other college teams over the season and Erica Chung has marshalled the women’s side of Badminton with equal
aplomb. The table tennis club, Premiership Champions from last season, also racked up some big wins
although they were sadly unable to match the dizzy
heights of last year. With tennis coming up in the summer, Mary’s have a chance to add yet more points to
the table thanks to racket.
Ultimate Frisbee was one of the clubs that managed to garner most interest from freshers this year and with
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the exciting style of play that Mary’s offers, it is not
hard to see why. Will McGowan, Jack Tellyn, Jake
Atkinson and Ramya Bt have proven to be quite
adept at diving around the pitches of Whinney Hill in
the cause of Ultimate Frisbee this year and have all
be instrumental in recording wins for both the A and
B Team at Mary’s. Talking of diving, the Mixed Lacrosse club have often played with such flare that
oppositions have resorted to merely throwing themselves at the shadows of Mary’s players in vain attempts to tackle them. Captains Ed Ring and Noelle
van Wyk have led from the front and star shooters
Lydia Hamill and Louise Waltham have combined
effectively with the rock-solid defence of Lydia Brzeskwinski, Matt Drean and Michael Solomon to mean
Mary’s once again finished in the top three of the Lacrosse Premiership, making it one of the college’s most
consistently high performing clubs.
Talking of high performing the basketball clubs of St Mary’s had a simply exceptional season this year. Both
Men’s and Women’s teams reached the inaugural Playoffs in the College Basketball Championships. The women’s team, led by rookie Jeanette Fogstad, were able to make the quarter finals before losing to University College, although the incredible work of Gabbie Davis, Helen Paton, Emma Murphy and Scarlett Payne was on
show throughout the season. For the Men’s team, the wins kept coming and coming as they glided to fourteen
victories in a row, the most successful team at not only Mary’s but also across the whole of college sport at
Durham. The College Playoff Final, against Stephenson College beckoned, but sadly the perfect season could
not be achieved as the Men’s team lost in a two-hour epic, as Stephenson pulled out a 53-51, double-overtime
win against Mary’s Men’s basketball team. Captains Jack Tellyn and Sam Martin as well as veterans Azoulas
Alisauskas, Tarek Abou Jaoude and Anthony Mak gave their all throughout the season, with new faces Dan
Day, Auri Seimys, Josh Lao and Tim Viney contributing to many of the successes too.
Despite the gut-wrenching loss, this match epitomised what is so exceptional about Mary’s college
sport. A huge crowd assembled for this duel and
the noise inside Maiden Castle during the match
was, at points, deafening. This support is emblematic of Mary’s sport in general as fans have flocked
down to watch friends take part in all sorts of different sports – from A team rugby in the Floodlit
Cup quarter-final, to D team netball taking on college rival Trev’s. This is what is so brilliant about
Mary’s sport and this season has proven once again
that this college certainly is something very special!
With rounders, cricket and tennis seasons starting after Easter and the annual Festival of Sport, as well as our
College Varsity against Trev’s, there is still plenty of sport to come for Mary’s athletes this year. It has been a
privilege to watch and hear about all these successes and see Mary’s go from strength to strength on the sporting front!
Sam Martin, JCR Sports Officer, 2016-17
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“Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander”
A Review by the College Chaplain
Amongst the books by the chapel may be found this
title, a spiritual journal of the renowned Catholic
monk and author Thomas Merton. The book was donated by the former Principal, Joan Kenworthy. A
journal of entries from the 1960s, it contains theological and philosophical profundities, comments on national events, such as the assassination of Kennedy,
and reflections on developments in the Church and
the Abbey of Gethsemani, Kentucky where he lived.
The latter including the minutiae of monastic life, especially amusing are his swipes at the tedious “study
days” and the selections of readings at the silent meals
in the refectory. Merton emerges as a taciturn and
good natured person, with an inquiring and alert mind, who is nevertheless fully able to deliver the occasional
jesting and deprecatory remark.
He is not much bothered with the movements of his time in art and theology toward pop art and secular theology. He doesn’t care to dismiss them, he observes that they are what they are, namely, motions of the
ephemeral mood of the time with no lasting significance. He is though constantly concerned with the violence
and racism of American society; with the atrocities of the world war, still being uncovered, and is particularly
struck by the association of what he calls the technological age, with its drive for machine-like efficiency and
the measuring of results, and its outcome in war and mass murder.
An abiding question for Merton is the matter of a healthy attitude to the world and its opposite, which he,
quite naturally for an orthodox Christian, calls worldliness. Merton is at his most enlightening here since he
refuses to look out of the monastery to locate easy targets, but looks instead to the way that the human soul is
formed by and in the world, no matter whether that soul be found in the city or in the monastery. He writes:
“What I mean by ‘worldliness’ is the involvement in the massive and absurd mythology of technological culture in the contorted and obsessive gyrations of its empty mind.” His descriptions of worldliness are instantly
recognisable from one’s own responses. Worldliness, in Merton’s understanding, “is precisely the anguished
concern to keep up with an ever-changing, complex, and fictitious orthodoxy in taste, in politics, in cult, in
belief, in theology and what not, cultivation of the
ability to redefine one’s identity day by day in concert with the self-definition of society.” Powerfully
and recognisably the world we live in, though perhaps some of those gyrations have mutated a bit in
the intervening decades. We might today think
more about the pressures put on people to perform, or even to justify their existence in the first
place in economic measures. Nevertheless, these
mutations are certainly easily traceable within the
kind of mythology Merton describes.
The key thought here is that worldliness is a my12

thology. It is not necessarily a right or accurate description of the reality of the world,
but it is an all encompassing one. The self is
formed as if in a drama whose script is given. The assumptions of this script are never
questioned, and everything that is said or
done seems to reinforce its reality. Given
this mythological character of the reality
called worldliness, Merton is in no position
to offer any solutions. In fact he offers very
few, although he remains always a devout
member of the Catholic Church and a practising monk. The monastery can provide no
shelter from the world in this sense, and
certainly no solutions, but what it can offer
is a place within which some of those governing assumptions and scripts can be seen for what they are. Revelation for Merton means the insight into reality that comes from God’s Spirit suggesting that alternative ways are
still available for us.
Maybe the chapel could be a space within the college for such reflection on our selves, our world, and our
times. Thanks to Joan Kenworthy’s donation it was for me.
The highlight of the year for me was the joint SCR/Chapel evensong and dinner. Although the Christmas Carol service at the
Cathedral was wonderful also and a great congregation gathered
for it. Alice Stevenson has been an enthusiastic Director of Music and a great support to the choir. The college choir has also
sung the parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s Shincliffe and is getting
ready for its summer tour. We have found the fortnightly evensong in the chapel to be enjoyable occasions. Many of the choir
have been quite new to evensong, but have enjoyed taking part
in the prayers as well as the singing, or better still they have enjoyed singing the prayers.
It has been really lovely for me to be able to take part a little in
the life of the college and a delight to meet staff and students. As
the Church of England parish priest at St. Oswald’s the link
makes lots of sense, not least because I live just down the hill in the vicarage on Church Street. I am particularly grateful to Simon and Catherine and indeed all the ever helpful and cheery staff, for their guidance and help.
It has also been very good to meet people from the Teikyo University of Japan in Durham.
Reverend Peter Kashouris, St Mary’s College Chaplain
Photos, in order of appearance:
1.

The College Chapel Library, open to all students, and outside the north door of the chapel.

2.

St Mary’s Chapel, in the roof space of the North East Wing.

3.

St Oswald’s Parish Church, the centre of Peter’s Parish.

4.

Peter awaiting the freshers’ photograph with Catherine Paine in October 2017.
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The Arts at St Mary’s
At St Mary’s, we continue to boast a fantastic range of societies within the Arts, all of which have absolutely
flourished this year. Across the Arts Society we have been repeatedly treated to wonderful performances from
Mary’s Dance, Foot of the Hill Theatre, Basement Jazz and Chapel Choir. Whilst Mary’s Fine Arts and Crafts
Society has grown in popularity and created a unique space for a community of artists within our college.
The Arts Committee has also overseen the introduction of many new and exciting changes. For
instance, Anuradha Damale, our first music representative has been absolutely instrumental in pushing forward Music at Mary's. This is a role devoted
to providing opportunities to get involved for people of all abilities. This initiative has united many of
the hugely talented musicians in college and created
a new platform for those seeking performance opportunities. Anu has worked so hard and built
some really brilliant foundations for the development of this role and we are so excited to see how
this will progress.
This year we have striven to build an inclusive, accessible and dynamic Arts Community within St Mary’s College and as part of this effort, we have worked to
bring every branch of the Arts Society into one cohesive unit. As part of this
move, we have begun the process of a big rebrand! This has been fronted by a
gorgeous new logo which has featured on the publicity materials of Arts societies
and events across the year. Hopefully, the increased presence of this little symbol
will serve as a reminder as to just how many opportunities there are to get involved with Arts. Along with revitalising the logo, the arts committee have also
offered many new popup events such as a Glastonmary’s themed art session at the very beginning of the year,
the build-a-band workshop and range of ballroom dance taster sessions. As well as all of these new ventures,
we have also seen the return of many old favourites such as four brilliant live lounges and of course, Arts week.
Arts week was perhaps the most challenging, yet rewarding, achievement of the Arts Committee. The committee worked tirelessly to throw five diverse events in five nights which was certainly no mean feat! The first of
these events was a life drawing event with a professional model. This session was punctuated by a few little giggles and the odd gasp but this proved a unique opportunity to try something out of the ordinary. Then,
Durham University Dancesport hosted a brilliant dance taster session on the second night, whilst the third
night welcomed a live lounge with a twist! This showcase style evening allowed different performers to take to
the stage and try their hand at pieces of a more classical or theatrical nature as opposed to the usual acoustic
sounds.
On the Thursday of Arts week, we proudly displayed the work of many budding Mary’s photographers in a
fantastic exhibition which was supported by Peter Watson, our fabulous JCR photographer! Finally, the grand
finale of the week saw the return of our annual Masquerade Ball. After months of preparation this came together beautifully and the hard work of everyone involved, including both the Arts and Masquerade Ball committees, really shone through. The theme, ‘All the Worlds a Stage’, enabled us to showcase all sorts of different
artistic disciplines and this facilitated us to bring together a night filled with great food, exceptional entertainment and really lovely décor. The evening itself opened with some beautiful opera which was soon to be fol14

lowed by two aerial performers, suspended above the dining hall with little more than a length of green silk, live
music, magic and plenty of boogieing! It really was a hugely enjoyable night!
We have certainly been very busy this year but it has been an absolute privilege to be involved with such a committed, enthusiastic and ambitious team of people and I have absolutely loved being a part of the Arts Society. I
would also like to take this chance to express my thanks to everyone who has supported me during my time as
Arts President. I am so pleased to have seen so many people having the opportunity to share in this brilliant
community and I really look forward to seeing how the Arts Society grows in the future.
Ella Bramwell, JCR Arts Officer, 2016-17

Alumni Sports Weekend
I had a wonderful time back up in Durham for Mary's first ever
Sports Weekend. Coming back up on the long train from King's
Cross, that familiar warm feeling of being home hit me as soon as
those famous grey towers came into view. I must admit I've never
been a true sportsman at heart; two trying years as Mary's C football team goalkeeper attest to that. But, in many ways the weekend was about much more than sport; evident in the fact that
many of the Marians who returned, perhaps like me, wouldn't
count athleticism amongst their greatest qualities.
It was mainly a great excuse to return to see old friends and old haunts, safe in the knowledge that many alumni
would be back at the same time. When I arrived on the Friday afternoon I first went for a couple of drinks in
‘Whisky River’ (apparently we were splashing, out post-student life), as one by one we all arrived, eagerly anticipating the formal at College that evening. Back in the dining hall, it felt as if we'd never been away, as the banter
with the catering staff flowed almost as freely as did the wine into our glasses. Post-formal we squeezed into
good old Mary's bar for a bit of impromptu karaoke before heading on out to that most sacred and missed of
places, Klute.
In a scene reminiscent of our student days we dragged our sore heads out of bed early the next morning in
preparation for our various sporting activities. I suspect not many Premier League teams' pre-match preparations were quite like ours. There are many complimentary adjectives that could be used to describe the guys in
the Mary's Football Club, but professional probably isn't one of them. So it was an assortment of purple freshers week tops for about half of us as we stepped onto the pitch against the current crop of Mary's football's finest on Saturday. Amazingly, and I think perhaps for the first time since I arrived as a fresh-faced, innocent
fresher, my year group were actually on the winning side. Yes, this probably had a lot to do with the fact that we
were now playing with the genuinely quite skilled alumni from older years, and yes I spent the game on the right
wing where the damage I could self-inflict was significantly less than I could had I been between the posts, but
a victory it was nonetheless.
Cue grand celebrations back in Mary's Bar that evening, after our regular post-match tea at the New Inn, of
course, as we danced the night away to classics like 'Football's Coming Home' and 'World in Motion'. On Sunday morning a few of us chose to mix things up a bit by attending the Netball brunch at the Library (formerly
Varsity) so we could spend a bit more time with our non-footballing friends. We had a great laugh as we filled
each other in on the events from the night before at the different sports socials before it was sadly time to say
our tarahs-for-now once again. It was a fun-packed, well organised, memory filled weekend and I for one can't
wait to be in Mary's again very soon.
Sam Bentwood, SMCS Committee Member
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SMCS Support for Students
The Society’s Book Fund
The SMCS Book Fund was open again in Michaelmas Term, disbursing just over £1000 to seven recipients
who had applied and were considered carefully by the Book Fund Committee. This money is from a combination of Society funds and kind donations from alumni. This year a new Chairman, longstanding SMCS committee member Andy Hopkins, led this successful effort and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future.
This Society Book Fund represents the latest iteration of a scheme that was originally begun by students who
matriculated in 1956 and a history of this fund is to be found below. The Society assumed responsibility for
this fund from 2009 until 2012, before creating the SMCS Book Fund to better meet the needs of contemporary students.

The 56 Fund. An Outline History from the Founders
Our Durham career started in 1956 and forty years later we decided to go back in strength to a college reunion:
20 of us out of the initial 40, (or was it 50?) assembled again thanks to the efficient communication of a network of friendship groups.
The 56 Fund was an idea born at the 1996 reunion. We agreed to set up a book bursary to support students
struggling with increased fees, giving priority to financial need. So we aimed at students educated in the state
sector and experiencing hardship. We were tentative. The fund was to run for five years with the possibility of
extending it for a further five. The hope was that others would take it over at that point or that it could change.
Meeting again at the college reunion in 2001, we decided to carry on for five more years. In 2006 after running
the fund for a total of ten years we resigned as planned and the college decided to take over. This was great
confirmation of the value to the college of the 56 Fund. From the outset the support of the college Principal
was a much valued and essential contribution to making the fund work.
How did it work? Three of us undertook the coordination. The roles were college liaison, communication with
donors and control of finance. Collectively this group produced publicity, received and sorted applications and
agreed on the bursaries to be awarded. The college newsletter of spring 2006 records that 'Annual book grants
of £150 have been awarded to 89 undergraduates over the first 10 years of the fund.’
We sent reports to the donors who were interested not only in how many bursaries were awarded but also in
the background to the hardship students experienced: most commonly family issues of unemployment, health
breakdown and the strain of several siblings needing support at the same time.
Students were asked to write us a report at the end of the year to tell us if the bursary was adequate, which it
always seemed to be, to tell us the books they had bought and share any reflections on their Durham experience. Thus we kept up to date with changes, such as the increase in the number of students doing law.

We also learnt of issues which we could then discuss with the college: at one point student numbers increased
significantly but the number of books available did not. We did not attempt to control the book purchase,
though some students submitted receipts and some we did not hear from.
The finance tracking was also essential and carried out assiduously. Small amounts of money can easily be lost
in big systems so this control was essential to the delivery of our donations and the success of the fund. Our
small scale giving was highly efficient in transferring all the donations to the recipients since all costs were born
by the 56 Fund organisers and the college administration.
The other big success of the 56 Fund was the benefit to the donors who renewed their links with Durham and
with one another.
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SMCS Support for Students
St Mary’s College Society Postgraduate Conference Bursaries
The Society allocates £1000 per year to support postgraduates who are attending academic conferences, with
priority given to those who are presenting their research. The Society wishes to support the postgraduate students who, through the MCR and their contribution to JCR life, are vital to the overall community. Funding for
postgraduates via more conventional routes is increasingly scarce and thus the Society Committee feels strongly
that this particular support is an important contribution to helping our students’ development.
Eight students have been supported this year, with amounts ranging from £50 to £200 enabling attendance at
conferences that range from the treatment of sex offenders to the Court and Culture of Anna, wife of James I.
Students are asked to produce a report to explain the impact of the funding and at least one recipient is invited
to present aspects of their research at an SMCS Committee meeting during the academic year.

Elise Sabattié’s Report
I have been awarded by the St Mary’s College Society (SMCS) a
conference bursary of £75 to attend the 16th European Student
Colloid Conference (ESC 2017: http://www.esc2017.it/). The
conference, which took place from the 19th to the 22nd June
2017 in Firenze, Italy, is a platform for young scientists working
in the fields of Colloid and Interface Science.
I chose to attend this conference because the main area of application of my PhD work is the domain of adhesives and therefore of interfaces. On Thursday, 22nd of June, I had the opportunity to present some aspects of my PhD project to an expert
audience. The title of my presentation was “Oligomer surface segregation in polymer formulations”. The talk
lasted 15 minutes, followed by questions. Thanks to this trip I also managed to broaden my professional network in the world of interfacial science and discuss with other postgraduates about their research in European
universities. Hence, I realised that most of the research in this domain combines colloid science and biology,
which is very challenging, but leads to exciting results.
Elise Sabattié, St Mary’s College postgraduate student

Travel Bursaries
The SMCS administer the Travel Bursary Committee on behalf of college as a whole. This year twenty six students applied for the various bursaries on offer. Two were awarded bursaries associated with the Society for
two very different purposes. The first award of £500 to Scarlet Payne will enable her to research the impacts of
climate change on sustainable fishing resources for the Cocana indigenous population in Peru, which will support her dissertation and also help to raise awareness of this important issue.
The second £500 award was given to Sophie Doherty to help her to attend a conference in Australia concerning the law and art, which will contribute to her research that aims to visualise justice with reference to sexual
violence. She will present her research and also meet academics in this important area, to build links and also
promote Durham and St Mary’s.
Through the Book Fund, Travel Bursaries, the Postgraduate Conference Bursaries, support for freshers’ formals and subsidising the annual MCR formal meal, the Society makes best use of its annual income to support
current students at St Mary’s as they develop into tomorrow’s alumni.
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St Mary’s College Society Reunion 2016 Report
There was a good attendance during the weekend, 16th to 18th September, which was broadly the same as the
year before; 39 (42 in 2015) members were booked in for meals. It was a special 50 th anniversary for the ‘66
year, with 12 “Golden” members celebrating, amongst the 31 who attended the Reunion dinner.

The Programme
The Saturday morning AGM went well thanks to
our President, Elizabeth, and we gained some welcome new Committee members. We were invited
to think of snippets of interest from our own
times at Mary’s to pass on to the Archivist. Following the AGM we were invited to walk down to
see the rowan tree, planted in the grounds in honour of Elizabeth Boyd, a much missed member.
During Saturday afternoon, a visit to see the new
Cathedral Open Treasures exhibition was offered,
and some took the opportunity to walk there along
the river banks, enjoying the beautiful autumn
sunshine. The Chapel service was, as always, a refreshing opportunity to reflect on the faith life fostered within St Mary’s. Rev Dorothy Wilson organised and
took the service and Rev Canon Judy Hirst (née Lambert, 1973-76, a previous Senior Woman) preached a
thought-provoking sermon inspired by the story of Jesus healing ten lepers, but only one came back to thank
him. Rev Canon Peter Fisher played the piano for us, so we had good musical accompaniment.

The Reunion Dinner was excellent and proved a worthy Golden
Anniversary for some of us, preceded by a sparkling reception. Nathan Lamb, the new Development Officer, organised and worked
with staff to create a wonderful atmosphere and beautiful decorations for the evening. During the meal there was a quiz set by
Anne Furness on international cheeses, and many of us realised
how ignorant we really were on this subject. After the meal we had
some home-grown entertainment provided by Anne regaling us
with humorous monologues and Peter Fisher playing the piano,
including some Scott Joplin music. Further entertainment was provided when Elizabeth encouraged dancing, including a display with
the young caterer, worthy of a “Strictly” appearance.
On Sunday morning there was a visit to Crook Hall on offer, and
as on Saturday, a few decided to walk across Durham to get there,
making the most of the beautiful weather. The old house and garden looked magnificent. An excellent Sunday lunch was, as always,
a very pleasant way to finish a lovely weekend, during which some
presentations were made to members and staff who had done so much to facilitate the Reunion.

A Vote of Thanks...
To our College Archivist, Anne Elliott, who created a wonderful display of archive material and photos on display throughout the weekend.
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To Karen Fisher and Carole Laverick in the office for all their
hard work in preparation.
To all the college staff, who made the weekend a success for us
all. For example, the porters on duty were always very helpful
and readily available whenever needed. Meals were excellent, as
we have come to expect. Our chef Paul was away, but his deputy really stepped up the mark and did us proud. House arrangements worked very smoothly thanks to the Service Manager,
Mustafa Gun.
To Christine Wright for her effective and efficient work in
helping to organise the Reunion, and to Elizabeth Fisher for
her excellent guidance and input as President..

Comments after the Reunion
Members felt it had been an excellent occasion, helped by the good weather, with plenty to interest everyone
and yet providing a relaxing environment to meet up with friends, which for many was the purpose of attending.
Comments were made about a lack of information available before the event. Our alumni can only be contacted by email through the University system, in collaboration with the College Development Officer. Unfortunately, for various reasons, this system was not efficient and we were unable to contact alumni at a critical time;
it was too late for some members to make plans. We hope this will be taken on board for 2017, so an early notification of dates can be sent out.
It was very unfortunate that the shop could not be open as much as planned. It is hoped that new stock can be
ordered and more careful planning made for next year.
Ideas for the 2017 Reunion were discussed, some of which have been put into action and we hope the results
are successful.
Margaret Collins, Reunion Co-ordinator
Left: SMCS presented Mrs Rae
Adair with a bouquet to mark her
90th birthday. Rae worked for a
long time on the catering staff and
retired in 1992. Mrs Margaret Allen
(left in the image above) accompanied Rae to the Reunion presentation; she too gave many loyal years
to College catering.

Opposite page: on the occasion of her
retirement from the SMCS Committee, Sylvia Graham was presented with
an orchid to recognise her years of
dedicated service to the SMCS.
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Class of ’66 enjoys 50th Anniversary at the 2016 Reunion

The black and white photo (above) of the Palace Green Chariot Race, taken during Rag Week 1967 evoked
strong memories of carefree student days for alumnae of the 1966-70 era.
And quite a number of us decided to mark that 50th Anniversary by attending the September 2016 Reunion in
our wonderful college.
Three of us are actually on the photo: Katherine Aldridge (née Birch), Psychology, and Karen Berry-Hart (née
Wilson), also Psychology, are pulling the chariot, and Maureen Young (née Kitchin), Maths, is mounted on the
chariot (centre picture).
We had a great weekend reminiscing about old friends, parties, balls, food, long walks to and from lectures,
and, of course, men! We all felt so lucky to have been at St. Mary’s at a time when there was such a sense of
freedom and wider opportunities for women. We really did have the world at our feet if only we had known it!
For those of you who didn’t make it, here is a list of those who did:
Ann Bainbridge (née Cockcroft), English
Anne Elliott, English
Penny Leake (née Childs), English
Kath Aldridge (née Birch), Psychology
Karen Berry-Hart (née Wilson), Psychology
Marilyn Williams (née Taylor), General Arts
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Vivien Williams (née Thomson), General Arts
Maureen Young (née Kitchin), Maths
Helen Purdon (née Garside), Geography
Linda King (née Moore), Geography
Chris Adams (née Harries), History
Janet Mellor (née Hughes), Modern Languages
Many others of you were ”mentioned in dispatches”!
Names such as: Caroline Prower, Libby Peel, Jean Hackney, Lynne Crossley, Janet Garner, Chris Hardcastle,
Jean Wormesley, Hazel Grundy, Lindy Parker, Mary Nicholls, Jinxie Geller, Mimi Brady, Georgie Borrett and
Chris Emmett (both on the Rag Week Photo), Bridget Robson, Debbie Rolland, Liz Dale, Geraldine Ames,
Lesley Nuttall, Alison Paddon-Smith, Margaret Ramsbottom, Nicky Brett-Holt, Jan Simmonds, Rosemary
Hawksworth, Jacqui Hastings, Janis Carter, Anne Halliday, Barbara Hynds, Annette Reid, Susan Norcross,
Anne Ling and Katie Fullard.
We also remembered with fondness Marilyn Richardson, Pat Nightingale, Pat Wilkinson and Judy Curless (all
sadly deceased).
Maybe you and others will be inspired to get in touch (annbainbridge@live.com) or put a reminder in your diaries for our 60th Reunion in September 2026!
Ann Bainbridge, SMCS Treasurer
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Remembering Elizabeth Boyd
Elizabeth Boyd epitomised the life long association that St
Mary’s, our college, fosters, nurtures and celebrates. From her
days as a student in the then new Fergusson Building, to her
lifelong association post graduation, including a brilliant published history of the college, SCR membership, long service to
the SMCS Committee and attending countless college occasions, Elizabeth loved St Mary’s and inspired others to embody
the spirit and principles therein. As a recognition of this profound relationship, at the 2016 Society reunion weekend her
life was commemorated through the planting of a rowan tree in
the college grounds. As this tree grows new generations of
Mary’s students may happen upon the plaque placed next to
the tree. This inscription reads thus:

Rowan Tree
planted by

St Mary’s College Society
16th September 2016
in memory of
ELIZABETH BOYD
(née BURRELL)
1934-2016
St Mary’s College student 1952-57
Honorary Fellow from 2000
And so Elizabeth will live on within Mary’s through this
tree as new history is created and perhaps, after reading the
plaque and finding a copy of ‘St Mary’s College, 18991999, A Centenary Review’, some future Marysite may be
inspired to write a new chapter, hopefully whilst nestled
under the fiery red berry laden branches of a by then mature rowan tree.
Steven Spencer (text) & Anne Elliott (images)
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Notification of the SMCS AGM
Saturday 16th September 2017 at 1030
Kenworthy Hall, St Mary’s College
The Annual General Meeting of St Marys College Society will take place in the Kenworthy Hall at 1030 on Saturday 16th September 2017, during the Alumni Weekend.
All members are invited to the meeting. Papers for the AGM will be available from the Friday evening.
Election of Committee Members
There is one vacancy this year for a member of the committee, for a period of one, two or three years. Applications will be received by the AGM and the election will take place in that meeting. The only qualifying requirement is that you are a Society member. You can live anywhere in the UK (travel expenses are paid), so
long as you can attend at least two meetings per year in Durham. The Committee is hard working, with each
member having a defined role and now has an age and gender balance that reflects our mixed and multigenerational community. If you are interested and wish to know more about the Committee and its work,
please email the President, Canon Elizabeth Fisher, elizabeth.fisher@btinternet.com.
Nominations for Committee members will be accepted from now up until the start of the AGM. Please email
nominations to the Secretary, Christine Wright, wrightchristine052@gmail.com. To apply you will need to
complete a nomination form; you will find this on the website, can email Christine to obtain one or there will
be hard copies available on the day of the AGM.

The 2016 AGM Report
The AGM of the SMCS took place in the Kenworthy Hall at 1030 on Saturday 17th September 2016 during the
SMCS Annual reunion weekend. Twenty five alumni representing six decades attended and apologies were received from five members.
Verbal and written reports concerning the Society’s work and updating members concerning the college generally were presented. The Society’s finances were reported to be healthy, whilst the book fund, travel bursaries,
the newsletter, the website, the freshers’ formal, postgraduate bursaries and reunion support had all been developed and delivered. The Principal reported on recent developments in the life of the college; there had been
an inspection which yielded a positive report, a move to all single room accommodation, and continued strong
performance in being chosen as a ‘first preference’ by applicants. The college continued to enjoy strong
achievement in academic, sporting and artistic fields, and this year had gained hundreds of thousands of new
members, in the shape of buzzy bees, looked after by the new Bee Keeping Society.
There was discussion of support for current students, including new developments in the MCR and further
support for postgraduate students from SMCS. The continued work by Anne Elliott in the archives was discussed and praised and new developments in our online presence, including online booking and payment facilities were announced. The Principal commented on the strong leadership shown in the JCR and MCR, and of
course in the senior staff of the College, which contribute to the overall successes of the college.

Election of Officers and Committee Members
The Positions of Secretary and Treasurer were vacant, as both post holders had reached the end of their four
year terms of office. There was one nomination for Secretary, Christine Wright (1975-79) standing for a second term. She was elected nem.con. There was one nomination for Treasurer, Ann Bainbridge (1966-69)
standing for a second term. She was elected nem.con.
There were up to three other vacancies for Committee members. There were two nominations:
Mrs Catherine Stone (1965-68) for 3 years. Mrs Pat Corbett (1965-68) for 3 years. Both were elected nem.con.
To serve for 3 years until the AGM of 2019.
Christine Wright, SMCS Secretary
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St Mary’s College Society
Reunion Weekend, 2017
Friday 15th to Sunday 17th September
Continuing a tradition that began long ago in 1904, the Society once again invites members back to St Mary’s
for a reunion weekend. Initially we were to hold a full weekend event in July, but instead the more traditional
September weekend has been chosen. In the programme on the opposite page members will see a varied programme that should be treated as a ’pick and mix’ menu. It is possible to book for a whole package, or just
some elements.
Booking for the weekend can be done easily online using this link., where it is possible to book a whole package or individual elements. All accommodation is single rooms (as it is for the students) and some en-suites are
available should members need this facility.
For members who have not been to a reunion before the Reunion Dinner and post dinner entertainment are
always a highlight; a chance to once again dress up in Mary’s and enjoy what is restaurant standard food; not an
exaggeration, for those of you thinking, ‘it was not like that in my day’. Similarly the Sunday Lunch is a real
treat.
Outside of the eating activities, there are excursions. Excitingly there is the chance to look at the cathedral, our
constant companion on Mary’s Terrace, in a new way. On the Saturday afternoon there will be an excursion
that includes a conservation tour and the chance to meet real life stonemasons, who will explain the work they
are undertaking on the tower and may, with a little encouragement, show us this ancient art in their workshop
(which is the former Monks’ brew house). In addition, there will be free passes to both the Botanical Gardens
and Oriental Museum.

To help members re-engage in that most prominent student activity, chatting, tea and coffee will be free flowing all weekend, as will opportunities to relax in college (and in the grounds if the weather is kind). For the really nostalgic members, it may be possible to see your old room and so re-visit memories that can only emerge at
the site of their creation.
If there are any queries about the programme itself please contact Margaret Collins using
smc.society@durham.ac.uk
The Society and College are committed to helping members to come along, wherever possible, so if you have
disabilities, need a carer to be with you, or are worried about any practical aspect of attending, then please contact Karen Fisher by telephoning college or emailing her.
You can book for any and all of the weekend using this link. Alternatively, you can telephone college to request
a booking form to be sent to your postal address (payment would be by cheque).
We hope to see many of you in September.
Margaret Collins Née Purnell (1965-8)
SMCS Reunion Co-ordinator
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Reunion Weekend Programme
Friday 15th September

Saturday 16th September

Evening

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Sunday 17th September

1830

Welcome reception in the Atrium

1900

Hot Fork Buffet in the Dining Hall

2000

Pub Quiz in the refurbished bar or movie night in the
WJCR

1000

Coffee in the Atrium

1015

AGM in the Kenworthy Hall

1130

Talk concerning the University strategy and its effect(s)
on the college, given by the Principal

1300

Hot fork buffet lunch

1415

College treasure hunt in the buildings and grounds or
visit to the Cathedral (conservation tour and stonemasons’ demonstration)

1600

Tea and biscuits

1615

SMCS Committee meeting (Committee members only)

1730

Chapel Service in the College Chapel

1900

Sparkling reception in the Atrium

1930

Reunion Dinner (includes two glasses of wine)

2100

Musical Entertainment

Morning

Free time (Free passes to the Botanical Gardens and the
Oriental Museum)
1300

Traditional carvery roast lunch

Guests of Mary’s alumni can be booked into all meals and most events. The Bar will be open before and after
meals where appropriate and tea/coffee will be free flowing.
The 70th anniversary of the laying of the foundation stone of our college building is on October 23rd. There will
be chance to see the stone and perhaps (technicalities permitting) see a short film made of the event during the
weekend.
There will be opportunities to buy college branded goods during the weekend. Look out for information when
you arrive. There will be displays of photographs and memorabilia in College and we invite members to bring
their own items along to add to those from the archives.
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Being a Fresher in 2016-17
I’ll never forget the first time I arrived at St.
Mary’s College. I was coming late because my
train hit a cow in the middle of Cambridge, and
as I arrived stressed and a tad lost, some lovely
second and third years took my large luggage
whilst directing me to Williamson. As Freshers
Week started, I had the brilliant story of how I
got here, and I was known as the “cowgirl”,
what an icebreaker that was. Freshers Week
lived up to the expectations, and it was an exciting time to meet people from all over the
place and settle into the new Durham lifestyle.
My favourite part was when we went to the Cathedral for matriculation and came back over Prebends Bridge
where everyone from Mary’s was cheering and making some noise for the new generation of freshers.
I remember how excited I was to go to the fresher’s fair and sign up for everything I could think of, from Frisbee to social committee. That doesn’t mean I went to all of them, but I do get more than 20 emails a week
now, how brilliant that is. The thing that excited me the most about coming to Durham in the first place was
the number of extracurricular opportunities it offers, especially with the college system.
The sense of community that Mary’s offers is one of a kind. This year has been fantastic due to the diversity of
people that form the community and how the staff is so close to the students, and they are always there for us,
from the porters to the principal. Every time I lose my keys (it happens every week), John or Stephen or another porter is always keen to help me out. It's also funny how they call me the Queen of the parcels because of
my love for Amazon Prime...
One of my favourite things about Mary’s, apart
from the beautiful buildings, is the formals and
the balls. There’s nothing better than sitting
with your friends in gowns and enjoying a
lovely meal together while looking fabulous.
Who doesn’t love to see everyone doing “I am
Spartacus” after the high table leaves? I love
that blend of tradition and innovation within
events and the college itself. My favourite formal would be ‘Presidents Guest Night’ since
it’s nice to see everyone that has been committed to college in different ways get rewarded
for their brilliant work.
This year has been full of different moments that I will always treasure as I’ve evolved from a shy fresher to
someone that is really involved in college. As I signed up for various things on the freshers’ fair, I’ve participated in different areas of college; from sports to the JCR to working in the Toastie Bar. In my first term, I took
part in the Peter Pan Pantomime, and I was basically the sassiest mermaid you’ll ever meet, it was so much fun
and a good laugh.
26

Recently, I was an Open Day Rep, which meant I had the
opportunity to show my big love for Mary’s to prospective
students with a brilliant team of reps. My favourite moment was having the honour of being “Maurice The Meerkat” for the day; it was my dream to be the college mascot
since the day I saw it on the bridge after matriculation…
I’ve had so many opportunities in this beautiful place, and
I’ll always be thankful to our community for making us
grow in different areas. I’ve always believed it’s so much
more than a degree, but an experience and we have to
make the most of it. I’ve been really enjoying my time
here, especially taking part on the ball committees and
playing for Team Mary’s (as well as every other society in
college). That’s why many of my friends think don’t study,
but I do, sometimes…
Even though I haven’t even mentioned my degree yet,
which is such a Durham thing to do, I enjoyed doing a
foundation year in Durham since it enabled me to adapt to
the university as well as acquiring many skills for my Politics and International Relations degree next year
(basically I'm currently in year 0). The funny story is I’ll be a fresher next year, and I’ll be a frep, what are the
odds? I’ll be forever a fresher at heart.
Durham has been a home, and home is not a place, but a feeling, an intangible feeling of well being. I’m really
looking forward to what next year has on offer, and I hope to keep fresh and fabulous as a fresher once
again.
Helen Paton, St Mary’s College Student
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Spotlight on Members
Jane Easton (née Hubbard), Geography, 1980-1983
Having graduated in 1983, I followed my passion for the arts and especially music, and worked for the Arts
Council for 4 years. After a short break from full time work, and three children, I spent 7 years at Loughborough and Nottingham universities, managing exams, the VC’s office and the Nottingham Faculty of Education.
In 2004, the Diocese of Leicester was
recruiting for a Diocesan Secretary
(called Chief Executive in some dioceses)
and I spent over six years working with
clergy and lay colleagues on an agenda
for church growth, the relocation
of ‘Church House’, and good management of church buildings and clergy
housing. Unfortunately, I moved from
that role before Leicester found international fame with Richard III! A number
of significant organisations have their
headquarters in Leicester, so I was lucky
enough to be able to take on
new responsibilities without my children
having to move and change schools.
In 2010, I became the first female Secretary-General of
the Royal Air Forces Association, a 65,000-strong
membership charity, providing welfare support to serving and veteran RAF personnel and their families. In
2014 I took on the role of Director-General of the
English-Speaking Union (ESU), a charity promoting
debating and excellent verbal communication skills
(oracy) for all. It’s an international charity, with a membership, operating in 60 countries. A key focus of its
work is in state schools with no tradition of public
speaking or debating, helping young people to
'discover their voice' and their full potential. The ESU
celebrates its Centenary in 2018. If you're an ESU
alumnus/alumna, as well as a Mary's alum, do please
get in touch! It would be really lovely to hear from you
(email me at jane.easton@esu.org).
I split my time between London and Leicester, with
some international travel to promote the ESU, and I
remain grateful to Mary’s and to Durham for a wonderfully broad-based geography degree and enduring
friendships.
Jane Easton (1980-83)
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Spotlight on Members
Continuing the ‘sixty per cent’ tradition
Like many facts in life, the ‘fact’ that 60% of all Durham students
find a life partner from within the ’bubble’, has no definite supporting evidence, but most students and alumni will tell you it is true.
Further confirmation comes from the news that Richard Kaputstynskyj (2007-2011) and Rachel Holt (2007-2010), who have been together since their second term at Mary’s have announced their engagement, shortly after celebrating their recent ninth anniversary.
Members will no doubt be delighted with this news and will wish
them well with the exciting times to come. We look forward to a
report from their eventual wedding.

Margaret Taylor becomes a ‘Freeman’
It may be of interest to my contemporaries, 1956 to 1960, that I was recently honoured to be elected as a Freeman of the town of Devizes, Wiltshire upon my retirement as a local (County, District and Town) Councillor. I
served, as a Labour Councillor, for 36 years on the three councils, and in 26 years on the Town Council served
as Mayor twice. My husband, Castleman Ray Taylor (1955 to 1960) was a Labour Councillor for 19 years and
was also Mayor for one year. I was presented with an illuminated scroll which incorporates the crest of Durham
University to mark our time at Durham.
Margaret (right) is pictured with
the current Mayor, Cllr. Mrs Jane
Burton and sponsor Sidney
Jaques

Margaret Taylor (1956-60)
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Spotlight on Members
St Mary’s, Thirty Years On
Recently I had the great pleasure of re-visiting Durham, and Mary’s
in particular, with my daughter, as part of our UK tour of University Open Days. I was definitely the more excited of the two of us
and she was very patient with my stories!
When you revisit somewhere which has been of great significance
in your life, and which you absolutely loved I think there is always
the worry that it will have changed too much, so I was surprised
that what struck me, certainly about Mary’s, was that actually more
should have changed.

We saw a mixture of the old and new. The riverbank and cathedral
were as spectacular as ever. There was still a pizza restaurant next
to the river although the brand had changed (who remembers Pizzaland?) and Elvet Riverside was still ugly, despite its design award.
We ventured into places completely new to me, the Physics department for example, a place of mystery to an English graduate. We
saw some of the newer colleges as well as ones I remembered. We
were less than impressed with Josephine Butler, with its plastic pod
“en-suites” and the tiniest JCR. The scale of Mary’s certainly made
an interesting contrast.
So finally we reached Mary’s. It looked the same. Well, the
main corridor is now red when it used to be green, but the hall
and JCR were unchanged, except for the addition of ‘Xbox’
type gaming machines. I was going to blame those on Mary’s
now being mixed, but to be fair they weren’t even invented
when I was there!
The best thing was the warmth of the welcome remained the
same. It was fantastic that the Principal spoke to everyone, and
that refreshments were provided. The chairs and tables in the
hall were the ones we used. I can still say the Latin grace from
formal dinners.
Then we went on the college tour, and given that Mary’s had gone mixed since my day, I expected to see some
significant changes to the accommodation, but no. The
rooms had the same narrow beds and wooden shelves. I
hope at least the thin mattresses have been renewed; there
were springs sticking out 30 years ago! The bathrooms too
were unchanged, literally. I know finances can be tight and
there is only so much colleges can charge for accommodation, but really, one set of mixed facilities per corridor?
Many of the people on the tour weren’t impressed with
the bar either, still in the dark basement, though I remember many good evenings in that gloomy basement, in the
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bar, playing pool and playing piano duets in the music room.
Our final stop was Chad’s, which
has ended up being my daughter’s choice of college. She felt
Mary’s was too big and severe
looking, I know she would have
loved it once she was there but I
think it’s as well not to follow
too closely in your mother’s
footsteps!
Sarah Rigby,
(1983-86)

Née

Walker

Raghda Zahran and the IEEE GCC Conference
Raghda studied at Mary’s to gain an MA in Educational Research, which has been followed by position as a
Lecturer and Programme Manager at Bahrain Polytechnic and is working towards a Doctorate in Education at
Newcastle University.
She recently participated in the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Gulf Cooperation Council
Conference in Bahrain that took place from the 8th to 11th of May 2017 in Bahrain. She presented two papers:
images of the first page of both are to be found below.
The papers are entitled:

S15.2 08:22 Undergraduates' Perceptions of Software Design
30.4 16:33 Exposition of Integrating Cloud Computing in Information and Communication Technology
Courses in Higher Education.
Steven Spencer, SMCS Vice President
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Spotlight on Members
Transitions and Reflections
I find it curious that as I move steadily and with some reluctance
towards retirement I’m encountering reminders of Durham, not only
through alumni newsletters but via new, fleeting, and chance contacts. Buying walking boots, petrol, cinema tickets has connected me
with lads about to come up to Castle or who’ve just visited their
brother there and once with a woman who just happened to have
been at King’s College Newcastle in the 1960s when it was a
Durham College. One student returning to Exeter by train and overhearing my conversation with the student sitting opposite me (Sports
Science, Loughborough), leant over and inquired “Were you at
Mary’s?”. How on earth did he know? Apparently I had the look;
Durham leaves an indelible stamp.
I first saw the City in January 1962: stark, solid and impressive. Then
the real encounter began in October when autumn colour overwhelms the place, a dazzling mix of colours; unforgettable images.
The satisfaction of being in such a unique place lasted for the entire
three years and makes me very grateful that I selected it as a place to
study. My three years at Durham gave me a respectable qualification, long term friends, a link with an amazing
city and a foundation for a fulfilling career.
Many years on, I’m stopping paid work. For me, letting go isn’t proving easy but I’ve decided that December
2017, my 74th birthday will be it. My career has been fun for the most part, driven by experiences, opportunities
and ambition to do well, whatever that meant. It’s foundation? A BSc in Chemistry from Durham; a vocation
to teach (overturned by a dull Cert. Ed, appalling staff room politics and recognition that all chemistry teachers
should do real work first); then bench chemistry at Imperial Tobacco (abandoned when sexual discrimination in
pay scales was announced); and a PhD at Bath (an opening provided through a home contact who was then the
Chemistry Prof.!). Then an SRC (now SERC) sponsored management course introduced me to a Unilever
chemist turned information scientist and my career was set; away from the bench but working with scientific
information. This would give me a people facing role combined with science, an ideal mixture. But where? Definitely Industry but which sector? It had to be one whose aims were worthwhile.
Pharmaceuticals beckoned: high standards in R&D and, in my experience, dedicated scientists determined to
improve lives by discovering effective medicines. My career was symmetrical - Wellcome Research then Glaxo
and finally Glaxo Wellcome. Although I started by supporting chemists by monitoring current literature and
desk research, more excitingly the 70s saw the early work to computerise chemical structures and test results.
As IT developed so did techniques for managing information – the possibilities were endless and the work exciting. Regulation required rigour in information recording and my career blossomed as we explored new opportunities to enable more effective R&D. As UK Director of Information Services I enjoyed the responsibilities of strategic planning, team leadership and partnership with the business. Mergers aren’t fun though and life
in a ‘blue chip’ palled with the probability of a further merger with Smith Kline and Beecham. So I jumped ship
to a much smaller company.
TFPL Ltd. focused exclusively on the information and knowledge management sector providing recruitment
services, skills development, and consultancy to organisations in the public, business and third (not for profit)
sector. My role, as the Board Director for Consultancy and Training, was to expand this area of business and its
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reputation for quality work. The move was a huge challenge – from securing budget to making a profit. The
role required not only steering growth but selling and undertaking consulting and training myself. I survived!
Enjoyably! Consultancy is essentially the identification and solution of problems impeding an organisation’s
efficiency and effectiveness; a live research exercise under the pressures of time and cost. It requires rapid
building of trust and insight in new situations with unfamiliar staff. Working with so many different organisations was a joy. But TFPL, like many a small and successful business, was taken over after 10 or so years and
I’ve since been working solo and with long term colleagues from a base in Devon. This is the paid work that
I’m now leaving along with close involvement with my professional body, CILIP, The Chartered Institute of
Library and Information Professionals and its Special Interest group in Knowledge and Information Management (K&IM) which I’ve helped to develop.
So what’s this field that’s engaged me for nearly 50 years? Its base is the principle that effective harnessing of
information and knowledge is absolutely essential to the success of any organisation. This includes not just its
own information but that created by partners, collaborators and customers plus ‘stuff’ in the public domain.
Every employee from top to bottom uses and produces information. Much of this needs to be gathered, structured, organised, easily available to colleagues and deployed responsibly and legally. I started working with paper indexes, later transformed to computer systems for research data management. Now we’re in the ‘Big Data’
era with professionals in data analytics and artificial intelligence increasingly needed and in short supply. Yet
many folk still work in organisations where information is hard to find and unreliable and where robust information architectures are lacking. K&IM also recognises that the most satisfying, stimulating and effective working environments value the ‘tacit’ knowledge of their staff; the insight gained through experience of what works
and what doesn’t.
These organisations borrow from the social sciences and the field of knowledge management to create workplaces where collaboration with colleagues, sharing expertise and learning flourish – and where individual and
team knowhow is recognised and respected. ‘Knowledge Harvesting’ is just one technique used to capture and
retain knowhow as staff move on. Enabling organisations to make optimum use of the information available to
them and the knowhow of their staff is a challenge that could keep me engaged well into the future. But it’s
time to stop. I’ve worked longer than many peers and the task of keeping up to date in a fast moving field is
just taking too much of my day.
How did Durham influence my life and career? Interesting! I enjoyed Durham on the whole but didn’t come
back for a while, and my first return visit as a conference speaker after a long gap reinforced a feeling that I
could and should have made more of the opportunity.
My parents along with those of my friends well appreciated the value of a university degree. They’d lived
through the depression, unemployment and the War, worked in factories and wanted better for us, specifically
an avenue to a more interesting and long-lasting job than theirs. In 1962 only around 5% of our age group
went on to university. At my country grammar school if you were bright university was encouraged, however
the only graduates we knew were our teachers, doctors, dentists and the clergy. What we would do with the
qualification was a mystery to be solved once we’d gained it. This applied to most of us. So I arrived to study
Chemistry, my favourite subject, excited and assuming this would be both different and similar to school. I was
a first generation student, an only child and endowed with a strong work ethic; my parents insisted that if you
worked hard, success would follow.
Durham was much smaller in 1962, probably less than 2000 students. Colleges were ‘in loco parentis’ until you
were 21. This meant indoors by 10pm and, if you wanted to be out later, an exeat requiring a formal interview
with the Senior Tutor. (We finally rebelled and secured later entry). The place was welcoming and Freshers
Week fun. The 60s hadn’t yet started to swing (Woodstock came much later). Social possibilities were extensive
and diverse, so many clubs and societies. Politics and Music were key interests already and Durham offered
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many opportunities for these. Large scale choral music was a revelation; singing in the Cathedral magical. All
these enthusiasms have lasted as has affection for Alan Price who played regularly at student ‘hops’. University
debates provided access to significant political and public figures; their accessibility probably influenced my
later attempts to be elected as a local councillor, failing on more than one occasion. The collegiate environment
and the small size of the Chemistry faculty meant that you easily recognised affinities with others and several
peers became close and then lifelong friends. Experiencing, almost daily, the city’s location, architectural beauty and its river banks always overwhelmed the senses. Lectures and field work with David Bellamy gave me a
passionate interest in plant life and its diversity now carried over to gardening and developing a small wood.
Durham life was a privilege for which I will always be grateful, though I should have tried more new-to-me
activities. Scientists should experiment.
I’m not sure how I expected further education to work. I’d read C.P. Snow and anticipated lectures plus laboratory work. I think I was surprised that the bulk of our teaching was listening and note taking. Tutorials and
discussions were rare, so few opportunities to discuss the information given and no active support to make
more sense of it when understanding didn’t come easy. One just got on with it and occasionally asked friends
for help. I now recognise that the lack of feedback led me to work harder than I probably needed, following
my school pattern of editing and re-reading notes to ensure topics became ingrained. Daft, I just should have
sought out lecturers and asked more questions but this wasn’t the norm. Naivety and over-conscientiousness
ruined any chances of achieving work-life balance, but I did get a good degree and my love of Chemistry has
persisted. The subject has been an advantage being data driven, fostering an analytical approach to work and
reinforcing the importance of accurate evidence. Luckily these skills are a blessing for an information scientist
though they can be a curse in everyday life at home!
My three years at Durham gave me a desire to succeed in whatever I did. My career has not been planned. I
just chanced on the area in which I would enjoy working early on, found a meaningful first, spotted the right
job opportunities, recognised new and transformative developments to adopt, and recruited brilliant staff. I
also joined a profession that networked and collaborated; Pharma and Information groups. Learning from colleagues in other organisations has been a huge stimulus for innovation and also connected me to some great
mentors and role models .
As someone who’s relied on work for their sense of self worth, bringing my career to a close is the largest transition I’ve faced. The only positive synonym I’ve found for ‘retirement’ is ‘embarkation’. I have no firm plans
and am relying on serendipity to provide opportunities. Hopefully I’ll recognise the good ones.
Sandra Ward BSc, PhD, CertEd, HonFCLIP
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Spotlight on Members
A Diamond Wedding
Jean and Roger Simpson had the pleasure of celebrating
their Diamond Wedding on 24th July, 2016, at Lumley
Castle with their immediate family; young people from
Brazil and Hungary were included.
After a celebration lunch, they all came home to appreciate a fine sunny afternoon in their garden. It was a truly
happy occasion. Jean’s bridesmaid, Barbara Davy, and her
husband, Ken, travelled from Grimsby, and their best
man, Alan Oyston, well known in Durham music circles,
was also able to attend. Jean (née Farbridge) and Barbara
(née Morley) matriculated at St Mary’s in October 1952.
They were amongst the first students to occupy the newly
built College and have been firm friends ever since.
However, there was a sad time to come only four months
later. Roger passed away on 24th November after several
weeks in hospital. He will be sorely missed.

Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist
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Spotlight on Our History
Recollections of St Mary’s 1948-52
Kathlyn Robinson née Williams (1948-52)
“If I keep looking behind me, and my resolution is slack,
I’ll remind you to remind me we said we wouldn’t look back”
These may have been the intentions of the students in “Salad Days” but if they
had enjoyed their time at College as much as my generation did, they would
surely have changed their minds.
We arrived in 1948, so very soon after the war had ended. There was still food
rationing but the Bursar was brilliant. After feeding us simple pasta lunches
throughout our first term, she had saved rations and produced the most wonderful Christmas dinner. There were many courses with all the side-dishes, by
candlelight, with musical interludes between each course when we all sang carols, our voices supplemented by guests from the men’s colleges. After the meal
we processed informally round the Cathedral Close, still singing, then down the
Bailey to the Market Place. At the time, the traffic was directed by a policeman
in a little kiosk: we encircled him and serenaded him with some carols. Late at
night with little traffic, I guess he appreciated the entertainment - I hope!
College was then based in several houses on the peninsula. The main building, in the Close, is now, I believe,
The Choir School. Other houses were scattered, No 8 and No 13 South Bailey, Abbey House on Palace Green
and “Struan” across the river in South Street.
I guess there were only eighty or ninety students so you got
to know everyone and your own year particularly well. After
all these years I am still in touch with three, and through
marriages, children, house moves, etc, we have kept in touch.
Sadly, of course, some have died, including Betty Thickett, to
whom I was bridesmaid.
For three years I shared rooms with Ann Hunter (nicknamed
Manhunter by the men), now Dr Rudwick. Our first room
was on the top floor of the main building: it was known as
North Pole, large, airy and cold! Along the corridor was a
tiny room, also a double, known
as Hades, small and stuffy. The furniture was very basic: the equivalent of a sofa was
a hard wooden-framed contraption with a sort of mattress, known as the fleapit. The
heating was minimal, a coal fire and a ration of fuel. But you could make lovely toast
with your bread ration! There was a bathroom down one flight of stairs, but up on
our landing was a loo with a view: it looked over the Close and Chapter House to the
glory of the cathedral towers. I wonder if it is still there - it deserved a conservation
order.
In summer we would sunbathe on the fire escape (photo right) just outside our bedroom windows, very decorously in swimming costumes. We received complaints
from a don at St John’s, but in view of the length of the College garden we suspect
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he had used binoculars before getting in touch! We both
loved fresh air but were rather anxious about wide open
windows when we found muddy footprints on the fire
escape just outside. There were frequent warnings about
shady characters lurking on the Banks, unpleasant for
those who had to cross the river to go to the Science
Labs.
Our second year rooms were in No 8(photo, next page is
outside No 8), with a Resident Tutor to whom the Senior
Student, every night, would take the book in which we
had all “signed in”. Another important book was the “Men Book” in which you had to note down any male
guest coming for tea or coffee and make sure he departed before Chapel. (Imagine my amazement at a Reunion
in the present College when going to the Senior Woman’s room first thing in the morning to collect some literature, her door was opened by a man in very casual dress! Times have changed).
One was allowed to stay out late to attend debates at the Students’ Union, no questions asked. We could also
attend the wonderful balls at the end of term, somehow with evening dress and glamour despite rationing returning - dress-making and recycling skills a must.
Our third year was spent in rooms in the house of the Principal of St Chad’s, with a cosy sitting room/study at
the front of the house looking on to the Bailey and a bedroom in the attic, which was so cold in winter that we
would put our bedside rugs over us in bed. Winters meant snow in those days, and one day we were having a
snowball fight just before going inside. The Johnsmen continued throwing snowballs and were more than a little
surprised when it was not we who opened the door but the St Chad’s Principal! (We were allowed to entertain
any men except Chadsmen).
Ann and I are both twins and we often wondered whether the Principal (the wonderful Miss Ferguson) knew
this when she put us together. Ann is ten minutes older than her non-identical twin, whereas I am ten minutes
younger than my identical twin. After varied lives and many changes of address we are now all widowed. Ann
lives with Jean on the Isle of Wight, but my twin lives in New Zealand, and has been there for most of the sixty
years since our double wedding.
I wonder whether any current students can imagine a college in which
there was no TV and only one radio in the JCR, no mobiles, no smart
phones, tablets or computers. But how we talked! We put the world to
rights most evenings. One girl, Margaret Hartley, produced a strange
night-time drink called “Instant Postum”, - never heard of it before or
since - but the rhythm of the name set us off each time to talk in Hiawathan phrases, and once you start it is quite addictive. (I assure you, readers, that as made by a firm Non-conformist the strange drink was certainly non-alcoholic).
We enjoyed the simple things, like the hockey match between St John’s
and St Mary’s, most memorable for the cold on the pitch and the delicious tea afterwards. There are memories of punting in the summer and
the Johnsman we had to put ashore because he was travelsick, on the Wear. Ann and I were wardrobe mistresses for DCLOG (is there still a light opera group?) I remember that once for “Iolanthe” the theatrical suppliers
sent fairies’ wands that looked more like cudgels, so we went into Woolworths, bought thin garden canes, silver
paint and tinsel and made much daintier ones.
I remember us climbing Observatory Hill to lie amongst wild flowers and butterflies, swotting for June exams.
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There were summer outings too, with members of St John’s College, over the Pennines to the Lake District to
climb the fells by Derwentwater, and be allowed to have supper late in the evening in St John’s dining room. I
was Secretary of the Colleges Student Christian Movement for some time and recall committee meetings in different colleges: a particular favourite was the room high in the keep of the Castle. I had also enjoyed going to
Balls there, in such a wonderful setting.
Many of the colleges now in Durham did not exist then, and the numbers of students were much, much smaller,
with some classes under a dozen. Sometimes everyone in the group would skip the lecture, go to the Union for
coffee and just talk. No one even queried these mass absences, perhaps the dons enjoyed their free time too.
I remember once almost missing lunch when in the
Cathedral for a brief SCM meeting. A verger asked me
to accompany an Australian lady up the tower. She was
“doing” Europe and “collecting” towers of every cathedral of every city she visited. There had been some
accidents and attempted suicides up in the Tower and
visitors were not allowed to go up alone. So I went up
like a bat in my academic gown as she told me of all
her conquests. She was really grateful, as was I when I
found there was still some food left!
Towards the end of my time in Durham I became
friendly with Neil Robinson of St John’s. He later became Senior Man of the College, where the rules about
visiting females were as strict as those about visiting males in St Mary’s. He prevailed upon the Principal to
slacken the rules so I was able to have tea in his room (I don’t know if there was a “Woman Book” to sign the
ladies in and out). The Principal, Ronald Ralph Williams, later became Bishop of Leicester and invited several
old students to serve in his Diocese, among them Neil. In 1956 I had married him and his first living was at
South Wigston, just outside Leicester, where the son we had had during his curacy was joined by two sisters and
a brother; eleven very busy years.
They were followed by fourteen years in Market Bosworth in a glorious rectory looking out to what was then
considered the Battlefield. There followed a move to a canonry at Worcester (wonderful music, Elgar and all
that) and then to become Archdeacon of Suffolk, living in Aldeburgh (Britten and all that, which I don’t care
for!). Retirement to Ripon because of old family links followed.
I wonder just how many marriages there have been between St Mary’s and St John’s over the years and how
many memories have lingered over the years since those wonderful student days.

Afterthoughts
If I have made any errors of memory I hope my contemporaries will forgive another old lady! Having had my
memory stimulated, after finishing the first pages, thinking so much of the past encourages even more to possibly come into mind. I have been so grateful for the opportunity to wallow in the memories of a long-gone
youth.
It was not just food that was rationed when we went up to Durham, but clothing was limited too. I remember
the housecoats a dressmaker made for me and my sister, both going to college in 1948. The most glamorous
fabric available was grey Army blankets which she transformed into floor-length garments trimmed with some
off-cuts of soft green cloth. They came in most useful for those cold winters in unheated bedrooms – and so
very different from the floaty negligées flaunted by some former students at a more recent Reunion in centrallyheated new buildings.
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Does Passenger Luggage in Advance still exist? Almost all our belongings were sent ahead by rail, and placed in
our room to await arrival. Of course there was no bulky technology, no guitars, just clothes and books. Does
everyone arrive by car now, with so many worldly goods? All our stuff fitted in one large trunk. Mine had been
used for many summer holidays in childhood
Even as I write, other pictures come into view, such as the masses of daffodils on the Banks in spring. (There
was a back way to Palace Green from St Mary’s garden). There was the joy of walking on the grass of Palace
Green after you received your degree. Is that still a tradition, I wonder? I guess there are now too many students for all the exam results to be posted near the Union, for all to see.
I am conscious I haven’t mentioned work, except in the context of missing lectures, but we did work and we all
passed.

College People Remembered
The Principal, Miss Ferguson: I have many memories of Miss Ferguson, a tiny Scot with a lovely gentle
voice. Terrified on my first term at sitting at High Table for dinner, I wondered what on earth to talk about.
There was no need for anxiety at all. Miss Ferguson talked long and excitedly about a current film “I know
where I’m going“ set in her beloved Highlands. Fortunately, I had seen it.
Father Paddy MacDermott: Latin Grace, Irish accent, I have memories too of Father Paddy MacDermott,
the Chaplain. Very Irish, it took me many attempts at understanding the grace he said at dinner but now I still
say it at family Christmas dinner.

Benedictus benedicat, per Jesum Christum, Dominum Nostrum, Amen.

Acknowledgements
The above Recollections were posted to me after Kathlyn wrote to College about regrettably being no longer
able to attend Reunions, but also mentioning her wonderful memories of being at St Mary’s just after the War.
She agreed to write down some of these memories and I have been privileged to transcribe the results. We are
delighted to have such a clear record of past times. Kathlyn has painted such clear evocations of an earlier age
and yet we can all relate to at least some of them as a part of the Mary’s story. For the most part I have left
Kathlyn’s expression intact as speaks of real experiences. I have also left in her questions, for us to think about,
answer and perhaps jolt our own memories. I apologise for any mistakes I have unwittingly made, and may I
thank you, Kathlyn, for the opportunity to hear your story.
Margaret Collins neé Purnell (1965-68)
Photo Descriptions, in order of appearance.
1.

Taken in 1949, from left to right are Ann Millidge, Kathlyn Williams and Ann Hunter.

2.

Mary’s Fairies, SCM Federation Week Social, Epiphany term, 1950 in No.8 garden, in the top left is
Kathlyn Williams, then Ann Hunter.

3.

College Room 13 on the fire escape, June 1949.

4.

Congregation Day June 1951, French School; the entire class for the 1948-51 cohort. Taken on Palace
Green, a rare privilege!

5.

Wonderful view from new St Mary’s building, June 1952.

6.

Mary’s Fairies, from the left are Ann Hunter, then Kathlyn Williams, also Epiphany Term 1950.
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Spotlight on Our History
Dot Christelow: A Life of Service
29th December 1930 to 16th November 2016
Dot, born Doreen Laing, was the eldest in the family of five girls and one boy. She was brought up in Witton
Gilbert, worked in Durham and spent her married life there.
Dot and family were remarkable for their long association with St Mary’s College, summed up by Elizabeth
Boyd in her Centenary Review (p68): “Mrs Christelow was one of four sisters, Dot, Elsie, Joyce and Violet,
whose service to St Mary’s totalled well over 100 years. She retired after a working lifetime with College including 22 years as Head Cook, in 1991, when she was succeeded by her sister, Mrs Elsie Cookson, who celebrated
40 years’ service in 1997. Violet Chalder retired in 1997 after a record 51 years in College.” Vi became responsible for looking after high table and also made history as hers was the first wedding reception to be held in College. Joyce Ross, who is proud of meeting the Queen on the royal visit to St Mary’s in 1960, eventually left to
spend more time at home with her family. Then one of Elsie’s daughters joined the domestic team.
Dot’s son, Brian, recalls growing up in Trevelyan College where his father worked and visiting her at St Mary’s,
“where I would also see several aunts who worked there, Vi, Elsie, Joyce, even my Gran, Phoebe; there were
others too, cousins etc! I believe we must have held some sort of record for the most family members working
outside a family run business!”
Dot’s long career at St Mary’s College began at the end of World War Two, as a live-in maid in 1944 when she
was just 14 years old. This was when the College lived in its old home on the peninsula where it had expanded
from Abbey House and Abbey Cottage to its main base at 8, The College, Cathedral Close (now the Chorister
School) and to various houses along the Bailey. There were 73 students in residence. In 1946, her sister, Vi,
joined her; they shared an attic bedroom and each earned six shillings and eightpence (33p) a week. Post-war
hardships and domestic difficulties abounded, such as rationing of food and supplies until 1954. Working conditions were not easy with the College living in different buildings. In those days, cleaning required buckets and
scrubbing brushes; the dining hall floor was polished every week by hand; coal fires needed constant maintenance as grates had to be cleaned and black-leaded every morning and buckets of coal carried to students’
rooms. Clean laundry was taken to the various houses every week and the dirty linen brought back. Boilers had
to be stoked to ensure a supply of hot water. However, Margaret Fergusson, Principal 1940-1955, concerned
herself carefully about the welfare of the maids. No wonder Dot, Vi and many other staff over the years, including Margaret Allen and Rae Adair, gave such long and loyal service.
Her sister, Elsie Cookson, ten years younger, followed in Dot’s footsteps into the newly built College; by then
Dot had got married and no longer lived in College. Elsie worked her way up to Second Cook then Head
Cook. Elsie affectionately and proudly remembers Dot as not only a good sister and friend now so very much
missed - but also a very strict boss! She recounts an anecdote about Vi and Dot in the old College: Vi and another maid set a fire extinguisher off and were sent to bed as a punishment while big sister Dot was left to
clean up the mess!
In 1951 Dot married Jimmy Christelow, then after a break when her sons, Jimmy and Brian, were born, in
1952 and 1956 respectively, she returned to work first at Hatfield College, then for six months at County Hall
until she was invited to return to St Mary’s. There is a nice little anecdote about her time at Hatfield. At an end
of term party, Johnny Dankworth and Cleo Lane were guest artists and someone spilt a drink on Cleo’s dress.
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Dot came to the rescue and lent Cleo one of hers!
Dot was Head Cook from 1968 to 1991 having worked her way up from vegetable cook. She remembers how
they made chips to a musical accompaniment in the 1980s, as there was no automatic chip machine. Song
sheets were pinned on the wall and kitchen staff took it in turns to turn the handle of the machine, 100 times
each, singing as they went! She had no formal training. Flair and experience counted for much. Pam Aynesworth, Bursar 1971-1997, recalls her efficiency in charge of kitchen and staff. Dot managed the staff well and
could be very strict. She led a busy working life catering for students in term-time and for vacation functions
ranging from conferences and reunions to wedding receptions. Her job often involved unsocial hours. Christmas parties were memorable, organised with Jim Stewart, the College Accountant. She contributed to the
strong sense of community amongst the kitchen staff especially when the maids were resident in The Mews
(now the Shepherd Wing) in rooms over the kitchen; they had great fun together. Later, it was not quite the
same when they stopped living in but all still worked well together and created a family feel. Dot was very lively
and all shared good times such as borrowing the students’ drama outfits and dressing up for concert parties
and the like. She was careful that students with special diets got the right food by checking their names on a list
as they collected their meals; no-one was to help herself to someone else’s food!
The 1992 SMCS Newsletter recorded her retirement celebrations attended by many appreciative guests, including, of course, her three sisters: “A party was held in gratitude for the long and splendid service of Mrs Dot
Christelow, who retired in 1991 as Head Cook having started to work for St Mary’s College in her teens. Dot is
still a near neighbour at Trevelyan College where her husband is caretaker and we are delighted to see her in
College on many occasions.”
Naturally, Dot saw many changes and events in St Mary’s: five Principals, three royal visits, new buildings on a
single site, extensions to the dining room and also changes in food and cooking methods. According to her
1981 Reminiscences, “At one time there was a set menu and if a girl did not like what was there she just had to
do without. Nowadays at informal meals the main course is a choice of some kind of salad or hot dish, and the
student can have either the sweet of the day, cheese and biscuits or fresh fruit.” She was featured in an article
headed ‘Dot’s family cooking’ in The Journal dated April 15th 1989, celebrating the College’s 90th anniversary; it
stressed how she prided herself on her kitchen and menus. “Today’s guests will sit down to a lunch of salmon
mousse, chicken filled with cream cheese and mushrooms and profiteroles – all made in the kitchens without a
microwave in sight. I think we got the talent from mother.”
Dot and Jimmy had a long and happy marriage. She met Jimmy when he was working
on a farm. The wife of one of the farmhands worked with Dot, took her along to
the farm one day in 1948 and introduced
her to Jimmy. And so their association of
nearly 70 years began. They were married
on 17th March, 1951. They were together
for 65 years, celebrating their Diamond
Wedding in 2011. Both were dedicated to
their family and to their jobs. For 27 years
Jimmy was the caretaker at Trevelyan College where they lived. This photograph was
taken on his retirement presentation day.
He was a skilled horticulturist and cultivat41

ed the gardens at Trevelyan where he grew exhibition dahlias. They both loved dancing and went dancing regularly. After retiring, they spent most of their time at their caravan at Mickleton, near Middleton-in-Teesdale,
and came back to their flat near St Oswald’s Church for a couple of days each week. Dot was not one for being
the centre of attention but loved to have her family around her; she liked to celebrate special occasions quietly.
Apparently, one of her favourite meals was fishcake on toast! She had her reverses, a major one being a bad
accident in 2003 after which she spent eight weeks in hospital. She came through this with redoubtable spirit.
They moved recently to The Orchards, Brandon, and loved their new surroundings, but sadly, Dot died suddenly only nine weeks later. However, it is now a comfortable home for Jimmy. It was a fitting scene for the
gathering of family and friends after the well-attended funeral on 2nd December in Durham.
Dot will always be remembered down the generations of her loving family, from her siblings to her two sons,
four grandchildren and two great grandchildren. Moreover, her loyalty, long service and dedication have guaranteed her a permanent place in the history of St Mary’s College.

Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist.
With many thanks to Jimmy Christelow, Brian Christelow, Elsie Cookson, Joan Kenworthy (College Principal
1977-1999) and Pam Aynesworth (College Bursar 1971-1997) for their invaluable help in compiling this article.

Miss Bailey Remembered
Miss Bailey was the predecessor of Dot Christelow as Head Cook
I will always remember a formidable lady who guarded the servery and ran the kitchen with an iron hand –
Miss Bailey. We were terrified of her at times. Every lunch there was a box of fruit on the counter and we were
encouraged to have something. One day there were only oranges there and the one thing I am allergic to is
fresh orange, so didn’t take one but timidly asked Miss Bailey if I could possibly have an apple instead as I
couldn’t eat oranges. She glowered at me and said in no uncertain terms that oranges were what were available!
I crept away and vowed to avoid her in future. However, the next time there was a similar situation, Miss Bailey
quietly came to me and handed me an apple, for which I stammered my thanks. It happened several times after
that. I had great respect for Miss Bailey after that. She showed her caring side and afterwards, I realised what a
tremendous cook and organiser she was and provided wonderful meals for us on a very low budget. This was
yet another reason why we were proud of being members of the College family!
By a student of 1965-68
Supplied by Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist

Through the Laundry Window
In 1956, I was out after 10pm so I came in through the laundry window. Dropping down into the basement, I
found that my Moral Tutor, Dr Edna Jenkinson, was passing in her blue dressing gown. She must have seen
me but she didn’t even pause and swept on regardless. I never came through the laundry window again!!
By a student of 1954-58
Supplied by Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist
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Spotlight on Our History
The Foundation Stone
‘This foundation stone was laid by
Her Royal Highness The Princess Elizabeth
On October 23rd, 1947’
These are the words on the foundation stone, carved from a
block of Durham sandstone. It stands in the north wall of the
Fergusson Building.
The Foundation Stone was laid 70 years ago, when Princess
Elizabeth was just 21 years old, a month before her wedding on
20th November 1947 and nearly five years before she became
the Queen on 6th February, 1952, the same year as St Mary’s
moved into the new buildings.
The silver trowel which Princess Elizabeth used to lay the stone
is displayed in the glass cabinet opposite the main entrance to
the Fergusson Building.
On her arrival in Durham, she was received by the Mayor on Prebends’ Bridge, then visited the old buildings in
the Cathedral Close to be met by Sir James Duff, Warden of the Durham Colleges, and the Senior Woman. She
talked to students over coffee and visited the Cathedral while students walked up to the site of the new building for the ceremony.
Sir James Duff formally requested The Princess to lay the stone of the College’s new home on the single site;
this was the first step to extending the Durham Colleges away from the peninsula to the hill site. In her reply,
The Princess looked forward to much better living conditions for women students and admired the magnificent new position of the College which looked across the river to the Cathedral.
After the ceremony, lunch with local dignitaries and university representatives was in the Castle Hall because the old St Mary’s did not
have a room big enough to hold all the guests. Following toasts and
presentations, Princess Elizabeth departed and construction work
began. In 1952, the new building was complete and received its first
intake.

Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist
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Spotlight on Our History
Fine Dining, a History of the Dining Hall
In the north wall of the Dining Hall stands the Foundation Stone, carved from a block of Durham sandstone. It was laid 70 years ago by Princess Elizabeth
when she was 21 years old, a month before her wedding and nearly five years before she became Queen.
It is only occasionally on view because it is usually
hidden in an alcove behind glass doors where the conference bar is now situated.
Principal Margaret Fergusson (1940-55) saw the new
buildings from start to finish and in Newsletters kept
former students informed about progress. In 1950 she
reflected on the Dining Hall, “The part of the building
which will be most used by members of the College as a single whole and by our guests on public occasions, is the Dining Hall: it is a
high and finely proportioned room, joining the kitchen wings with the west students’ wing, and it has seven great windows looking
south, reaching from floor to ceiling. If the Dining Hall were furnished by our architect [Vincent Harris], as he would wish it to be
furnished and according to his designs, the cost of tables and chairs for 130 students and for a high table would be well over
£1000.”
“The really urgent matter at present is the furnishing of the new hall, where so much of the
communal life and of the hospitality of the college will have its centre.” The Old Students’
Society rose to the occasion and established a Gift Fund to purchase High Table furniture, of which the Principal was most appreciative.
The tables and chairs in the main body of the Dining Hall were, in fact, purchased from a London firm. The chairs were replaced in the late 1980s to early
90s because the originals had seen better days.
In 1951 Margaret Fergusson wrote, ‘The gift consists of a High Table, with twenty
chairs, a Principal’s chair, and a sideboard, all made by Mr. Robert Thompson of Kilburn,
Yorkshire (who carves his trademark of a mouse on every piece of his handiwork). The wood
is English oak and the chairs are covered in natural hide. The whole is simple, dignified and
beautiful: we are told that it will last three hundred years. It is a gift in which maker,
donors and recipients may justly take great pride and joy; and one remembers that the
recipients are not only the present generation of students but also their great-great-greatgrandchildren.’ The total cost was £511-16s-8d!* Quite an investment by today’s standards! (£15976.66 in 2016 money) However, the seat pads of the
High Table chairs did not last quite as long as predicted as they started to
exude stuffing and were replaced in 2013. Various other minor repairs have
been made over the years. At one point many years ago, the tops of the tables were sanded and polished as a student had stood on the table top in
stilettos and left an imprint!
The Principal was justly proud of the first of many special occasions in the
new Dining Hall. In 1952 ‘The first College Dance was held in the opening week of
term as a housewarming; and it was delightful to be able to have more than 300 guests
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and hostesses dancing in our own Dining Hall. The presentation High Table and chairs look very beautiful in the high-roofed
Hall with its seven long windows behind their crimson curtains.’
One of the first students to experience the new Dining Hall in 1952 remembers that High Table was at the far
end of the students’ dining area in front of where it is now. The Principal sat in the middle and two dons at the
ends. Once a week students were invited to dine on High Table, their names being displayed in the corridor
outside. The Senior Woman said the Latin grace, “Benedictus benedicat, per Jesum Christum Dominum nostrum”. For informal meals there were steel serving cabinets outside the kitchen doors and parallel to the wall.
The students’ tables were at right angles to High Table. There seemed to be plenty of room for the 120 students and guests were welcome. Serving dishes for potatoes and vegetables were passed round. Water was provided, not wine or coffee. Velvet curtains were at the windows.
However, a decade later, the opening of the New Building (now Williamson) in 1962 meant more students and
the need for more facilities. Principal Marjorie Williamson (1955-62) explains that the Dining Hall was extended by cutting away the larger part of two of the walls so as to include the corridor and the anteroom. The anteroom had been a separate room where SCR gathered before formal meals. This accounts for the High Table
area having the dignified entry point of a door which seems unnecessary when a missing wall gives access! But
‘the general effect of arcading is pleasant to look at and the acoustic treatment of the ceilings has greatly reduced the noise.’ The
kitchens were also extended, ‘a vexatious business’ over the summer and Christmas vacations. The Senior Woman in 1962 expressed the students’ appreciation: ‘When we came back after the long vacation, we were greeted by a much
enlarged and spacious dining-hall, which has proved extremely successful both for formal meals and for the college dances.’
By 1984 a new look and a bar came, with the colour scheme and new blue curtains designed by David Garlick of Bowes Museum. “The elegance of the dining
room is also enhanced by a new bar designed by the architect, Dennis Jones.” The daughter of Principal Mary Holdsworth (1962-74), lent a picture for display behind
High Table.

In 1988 it was felt that a large version of the College crest should be on prominent display. The SMCS President, Mrs Louie Chapman, successfully persuaded Vaux Breweries, who supplied the College Bar to fund the enterprise.
It was placed on high at the High Table end of the Dining Hall.
Then in 1992, the kitchen was modernised with re-wiring, new floor, new tiles and window panels and a splendid new washing-up machine. Members of a conference of climatologists which went ahead while the renovations were taking place, praised the catering. The food had been cooked in part of the dining room hidden only by screens!
In 1994, ‘The dining room itself has a new look. We were sad to lose the delightful
blue scheme of the late David Garlick, but love the new rose curtains, hidden lighting
to enhance daylight hours, wall lighting in the high table area and corridor, and restored chandeliers which add elegance at night,’ said Principal Joan Kenworthy
(1977-99). The architect was Graham Butcher. Eventually the long curtains were dispensed with to allow maximum light to come through the
atrium.
At the same time, the Dining Hall was developed further when a new
Conference Room was built and connected to the Dining Hall by an elegant glass-roofed, green-carpeted (now purple) atrium along what was the
outside wall of the Dining Hall. It is ideal for drinks receptions and art
displays. Disabled access was made at the kitchen end. Also two storage
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rooms in the kitchen block were converted
into seminar rooms.
The Principals’ Gallery was established by
Principal Phil Gilmartin (2008-2011). Hitherto, there had been an assortment of pictures,
done in various mediums and of different sizes and which had various locations: on the
wall opposite the door to High Table then
behind High Table and eventually on the SCR
staircase. Oil portraits of Miss Donaldson,
Principal 1915-40 and Miss Fergusson were
brought out of the strongroom to join the
pastel of Jennie Hobbs, Principal 1999-2008.
Roar Kjernstat, a Norwegian portrait artist,
was commissioned to do portraits of Mary Holdsworth and Irene Calvert, Principal 1974-77 from photographs
and of Joan Kenworthy who sat for hers. These were followed by the portrait of Phil Gilmartin – and a mysterious frame containing no portrait at all. This was ready for the future Principal, Simon Hackett, whose likeness
now fills it. Thus there is a set of impressive, colourful portraits from past and present, gazing down on diners
from above the arcade.
The walls provide good exhibition space for
artworks such as the Norman Wade pictures on
the stone north wall, the Kiril Sokolov pictures
behind High Table and for visiting exhibitions
such as that of Barrie Ormsby whose vast
paintings were recently displayed high up above
the servery.
The biggest recent structural change, completed
in 2014, is a spacious new walk-through servery
area made over the summer vacation, with serving points well positioned on both sides and
separated from the Dining Hall. One of the
many advantages is that sounds from the kitchen and Dining Hall do not impinge on each
other.
The stained glass shield above the central doorway leading from
the Dining Hall to the atrium, was made by Bill Kataky, who also
fashioned the sandstone-mounted shield at the entrance to the
main drive. This was installed in 2015. He was helped by his earlier stained glass mentor, Harry Ramsey, and together they produced the stained glass panel in the workshop of St Mary’s College with help and encouragement from members of the College
staff. The oak box housing the panel was produced by a local
joinery firm which also removed the former sash above the doorway and fitted the new feature in its place. An electric power supply was added and a maker’s acknowledgement glass sign below
indicating the date of installation.
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In 2016 Honours boards were placed on the
north wall near the servery to record the names
of JCR and MCR Presidents, as well as of Honorary Members of the JCR.
In summer 2016 an additional 6 seat Thompson
‘Mouseman’ table and chairs were purchased
with the legacy left to the College by Elizabeth
Boyd who died 3rd March, 2016. They are not
only a fitting memorial to her but they are of
great benefit to the Dining Hall as they extend
the capacity of High Table for full hall formals
to 24. The greater length of High Table means
that the door when opened collides with the end

of the tables so it is now usually kept locked.
The splendid Dining Hall has always been and always will be the centre point of College life, not merely for
daily sustenance but also for the exciting variety of social events and special occasions which add to the pleasure of belonging to St Mary’s College.
Anne Elliott, St Mary’s College Archivist
Sources of quotations: Newsletters 1949-50, 1950-51, 1951-52, 1961, 1962, 1984, 1992, 1994.
* High Table furniture
To executing above in prime selected English Oak, for the sum set out below:
One 9 ft. Table
Two 4ft. 6ins. Tables
One Sideboard
One Arm Chair
20 Dining Chairs
Plus Purchase Tax

£ s. d.
65 0 0
86 0 0
70 0 0
14 0 0
180 0 0
96 16 8
£511 16 8

Source: SMCS Newsletter 1951-52
Thank you to Jean Simpson, Helen Davies, Bill Kataky and Nathan Lamb for helpful information.
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Durham in 2017
Changes to ‘Gown’...
One of the roles of the Society is to maintain a connection between the college and members as the decades roll
by and our numbers continue to grow. For many in Mary’s it is not only the college that creates their memories
of Durham, but the broader university and the city itself. It is not the role of this newsletter to replicate the efforts of the central alumni publications, but it is within the Society’s remit to inform members of developments
that may be of interest. In the following please find some pictures and text concerning selected changes that the
editor considers members would wish to know about.
This year the University has launched a ten year strategy that encompasses many aspects, but most prominent are the relocation out of Stockton, the expansion
of student numbers and a large programme of capital
investment. This will include the building of a large
teaching and learning centre on ‘Mary’s Field’, with exploratory works already in progress (see picture to the
left); included within this enterprise will be a modernisation the approach to the college from the east. Also
included in the capital investment will be new colleges
and a relocation of Ustinov College to Sheraton Park, which has already begun, as both Stockton Colleges move
to occupy the Howlands site vacated by Ustinov. Members wishing to look further into this can find more information on the University's dedicated webpages.
The university is undertaking major changes to its operating model, which alumni may find interesting. The
whole effort is branded as Durham DOES (Durham Organisational Excellence Strategy) which will lead to a
new Target Operating Model. This major enterprise promises to transform working practices within the university and lead to a more efficient approach in all functions. Connected to this strategy has been a programme of
voluntary severance, which aims to reduce the overall headcount of university employees, partially as a result of
the relocation of courses from away from Queen’s Campus, but also as part of the overall Durham DOES
changes. Further information on this part of the strategy is here. Members wishing to know more can await
communications from DARO (Development and Alumni Relations Office) or, as with any matter in which
alumni may have an interest, contact DARO directly.
The range and scale of changes within the university are outlined in the Strategy Document as is the importance
of the alumni body to the institution as it develops to be bigger, focussed only in Durham City and more
‘efficient’.
Another change close to Mary’s is the opening of the
striking Ogden Centre for Fundamental Physics, which
is situated as one exits Mary’s grounds to the east, on
the corner of the Science Site. Also of note is that
Dunelm House (the DSU) is scheduled to be demolished as part of the University’s estates masterplan.
Members will no doubt share the ‘Marmite’ view of this
brutalist statement that has been apparent in the debate
surrounding its future.
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… and ‘Town’
Outside of the university the fabric of Durham city is also changing on a daily basis as major projects are undertaken to both renew and replace significant elements. Members can find images of some of the most important developments below, which include the remodelling of the ‘Gates’ shopping centre into a complex that
includes a multiplex Odeon cinema and the demolition of the old passport office to make way for new apartments and an Everyman cinema. North Road has been remodelled and resurfaced in granite, whilst the same
effort is now being applied to Elvet Bridge and Owengate. Meanwhile the cathedral tower is enshrouded in
scaffolding as part of a two year project to renew stonework for the next 150 years and on Claypath the old
snooker club has disappeared as building of a new student focussed residential development begins.
From March to July 2017
North Road was fully resurfaced and remodelled
and now looks much
cleaner and cared for than
in recent years.

Beginning in spring 2017,
the ‘Gates’ shopping complex is being transformed
into a new mixed use complex that blends existing
and new architecture and
will include a multiplex
Odeon cinema. In this
view the former site of
Thornton’s and the entrance way has been remodelled and refaced.
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Seen from Milburngate, the scale of
the ‘Gates’ redevelopment is apparent, with the steel framing of the
Odeon complex prominent in this
view.

A final view of the ‘Gates’ redevelopment, seen from Framwellgate Bridge.
The area next to the river will be remodelled into a riverside walk that
promises to be less sterile than the
current iteration.

A new addition to Durham’s busking
scene is ‘Elvis’. He is to be found in the
Market Place by day and on the steps
intersection of Elvet Bridge and Saddler
Street by night, often surrounded by
groups of locals and students rhythmically moving to his repertoire of renditions.
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Old Elvet Bridge is receiving a
facelift, for the first time since the
1970s. The scheme is reusing the
original York stone wherever possible and will also waterproof this
listed structure for the future.

The Old Shire Hall is being
redeveloped into a Hotel Indigo and a Marco Pierre
Steakhouse. The refurbishment is being undertaken
with a minimum of disruption to the original fabric of
the building.

The old Durham City
Baths looks a little sorry
for itself after several
years of being derelict.
The Council’s current
plans are to seek developers to bring it back into
use or sensitively redevelop the site.
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The site of the snooker club on Claypath is
now cleared and construction of 445 student homes has begun.

The Leazes Bowl roundabout and bus stops have
been completely remodelled,
changing the look of the area
and improving traffic flows,
as well as providing large bus
shelters, used by many students on their way to Gilesgate and beyond.

Another street to be resurfaced, which
is much needed, is Owengate with
works ongoing in July 2017. For Castle
students heading from Fabio’s to home
this will be most welcome.
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The cathedral has a new ‘hat’,
which is in fact a cantilevered
scaffold that is enabling the cathedral’s team of skilled stonemasons to renew the top of the
tower, replacing approximately
30% of the stones and re-setting
all. This effort will be completed
in approximately two years and
will secure the future of the tower for 150 years.

The Café on the Green has gained a
new ’hair net’, covering the huge old
stones that keep the rain out.

The magnificent Lego model of the cathedral is completed and housed in a protective case for all to view. The scale of this
can only really be appreciated in person
and the attention to detail is astounding.
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The new Passport Office
is on the site of the old
bowling alley. The new
building was completed
with a modern watermill
that generates electricity
to meet some of the
building’s energy needs.

The site of the former
passport office is being
cleared to make way for
shops, an Everyman Cinema and housing. This
£150 million development is advertised as
providing over 1000 new
jobs.

After several months as a hog roast shop,
this little building has re-opened as
Durham’s smallest bar, specialising in gin
and called the ‘Tin of Sardines’, which is
very apt.

Steven Spencer, SMCS Vice President
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Quintessentially Durham
Members will see in the following images that despite changes, Durham retains the charm and features that
make it unique. Below are pictures taken during this academic
July the 8th, 2017. The 133rd Miners’ Gala
drew huge crowds, estimated at 200,000 and
produced a vibrant atmosphere in the city as
brass bands, banners and all manner of people
mixed in Durham’s streets on a scorching hot
day.

Viewed from the Old Baths Bridge on
the 1st of August 2017, the Wear’s resplendent summer look, but being outside of term time, devoid of sunbathing
students.

Mary’s in the summer sunshine of early
August 2017. A group of preapplication open day sixth formers can
be seen arriving; even out of term time,
Mary’s never sleeps.
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Perhaps the most iconic view in
Durham, from Framwellgate
bridge, the River Wear, complete
with the Cathedral wearing its
‘hat’.

Durham Market Place with flower
displays and tourists mingling with
the assortment of summer holiday
families who throng through streets
largely devoid of students in July
2017.

Complete with two rowers, the Wear viewed
from Old Elvet Bridge, with Kingsgate’s delicate span poking out from the trees.

Steven Spencer, SMCS Vice President
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‘CAN’ you help?
Members will recall that there have been many attempts in the last decade to
create some form of alumni network that would serve a dual purpose of supporting graduates (particularly those in their early career) of the college and current students through the sharing of advice, contacts and opportunities. This
effort was transferred from the Society to the college some years ago and
through the hard work of the College Development Officer, a new service is
now ready to be launched. In the text below the scheme is explained and SMCS
members are invited to take part.
Mary's CAN (Career Alumni Network) is a brand new online platform for
current students of Mary's to connect with and receive help and advice about the
world of work from Mary's Alumni.
At Mary's we recognise that our alumni are diverse, ambitious and successful, with expertise in just about every
career area at local, national and international level. In today’s ever changing and competitive workplace, information about how to prepare for a chosen career, what to expect from the recruitment process, or information
about a certain sector, is invaluable to current students.
If you would like to support St Mary’s College and our students, but would rather do it in a way in which your
time, knowledge, and experience is utilised, rather than in a financial capacity, then Mary’s ‘CAN’ is the perfect
way to do so!
Mary's ‘CAN’ will operate as a web portal that connects to a database, enabling current students at St Mary's to
search for alumni with relevant knowledge or experience, view mentors' (alumni who register become entitled
as mentors) profiles, and contact them directly through the service.

If you would like to be involved, and we hope you will, you will need a Dunelm account. All alumni are entitled
to this service, which, in addition to registering you for Mary’s CAN, also allows you access to the Durham Library Journals, itself a valuable resource for alumni.
To register for a Dunelm account please visit:
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/St-Marys-College/dunelm-home
Once you have registered (or using your existing Dunelm details) you can log into Mary’s CAN here:
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/St-Marys-College/mentoring-landing
Should you have any questions about this new and exciting development please contact Nathan Lamb directly.
Nathan Lamb, St Mary’s College Development Officer
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SMCS Annual Lecture
2030 on Tuesday 24th October 2017
Kenworthy Hall, St Mary’s College
A new initiative for 2017 is the SMCS sponsoring an annual lecture, with the inaugural event in what we hope
will be a long running tradition that expresses the alumni body’s support for the intellectual life of the college
community.
Professor Nancy Cartwright has graciously accepted an invitation to deliver this first lecture. Nancy first encountered Mary’s as an IAS Fellow some years ago and enjoyed her stay so much that she is now a part of the
Department of Philosophy and Mary’s as a member of the Senior Common Room. Specifically, she is the CoDirector of Centre for Humanities Engaging Science and Society, a Professor of Philosophy at Durham and also
Professor of Philosophy at the University of California, San Diego.
The subject of her talk is yet to be decided, but her research interests encompass philosophy and history of science (especially physics and economics), causal inference, causal powers, scientific emergence and objectivity,
evidence, especially for evidence-based policy and the philosophy of social technology. Her current research for
the project ‘Knowledge for Use’, is investigating how to use the results of scientific research to form better policies. All of these areas will no doubt be of interest to members, living as we do in a world that is challenging empiricism in public life; the so called ‘post factual age’.
Members wishing to come along to this event should contact the Society Secretary using the email address on
the rear cover of this magazine, or by telephoning college.
Any members wishing to learn more of Nancy’s career and research can find information here.
Members may also wish to note that each year Mary’s and other colleges host academics from the Institute of
Advanced Study, as part of this Mary’s hosts IAS lectures. Recordings of IAS lectures can be found here; members may wish listen to this varied lecture series.
Steven Spencer, SMCS Vice President
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SMCS Committee List 2016-17
Officers
Canon Elizabeth Fisher

President until AGM 2019

Mr Steven Spencer

Vice President until AGM 2018

Mrs Christine Wright

Secretary until AGM 2020

Mrs Ann Bainbridge

Treasurer until AGM 2020
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Professor Simon Hackett

Principal

Mrs Catherine Paine
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Sabrina Seel

MCR President

Esther Scriven

JCR President

Miss Anne Elliott

College Archivist

Bexi Dennison-Smith

Past MCR President

Becca Hunt
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Nathan Lamb

Development Officer

Committee Members
Dr Margaret Collins
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Dr Dorothy Middleton

2: Until AGM 2017

Mr Timothy Hughes
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Mrs Catherine Stone

4: Until AGM 2019

Mrs Pat Corbett
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