St Mary’s College Society
2016 Newsletter

A Message from the Editor
Dear Members,
I am delighted to present to you all this year’s newsletter. The Society have had a
busy year, details of which are to be found in the Society Activities pages. It is
important to note that each and every one of you is a Society member and as
such can choose to be involved, whether on the committee, or as an active member. We always welcome people participating; providing funds, time or ideas.
There are even more details of our activities on our website:
www.stmaryscollegesociety.co.uk in addition to links to the College, JCR, MCR
and SCR web pages.
We also present a spotlight on College Fellows in a year in which we have sadly
bid farewell to two, Denise Robertson and Elizabeth Boyd, whilst Gwyneth Cole
has celebrated her 90th birthday. A spotlight is also focused upon Shakespeare
on the 400th anniversary of his death. Finally, there are alumni reflections and
some details of the strong arts scene within the contemporary college. I would
like to particularly thank Anne Elliot for the considerable investment in time and
effort she has made in providing such high quality content for this year’s newsletter.
As ever, members are encouraged to provide content for this newsletter. Births,
deaths, marriages, memories, promotions, life stories and creative content are
always welcome. Should you have any comments regarding the content, wish to
submit an item for the Christmas or 2017 newsletter then please either email the
Editor using s.p.spencer@durham.ac.uk or write to College, with the envelope
marked for the attention of ‘SMCS Newsletter Editor’.
I hope you enjoy the following pages, wherever you may be and we hope to see
some of you in Durham in the near future, whether at our annual reunion
(details in later pages) or more informally. College are always happy to have
alumni visitors; if you contact in advance you may be able to book for a meal,
meet staff/student ambassadors for an update on Mary’s news or attend one of
the many high quality events held in college each year.
With best wishes,
Steven Spencer
SMCS Acting Newsletter Editor 2015-16
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A Message from the SMCS President
As in a family or in our own personal lives, so in
any institution continuity and change are constant
themes, expected and not to be avoided. This year
has seen change and continuity for the University
of Durham, and for St Mary's College. Obviously,
one major element of change has been the installation of a new Vice-Chancellor, Professor Stuart
Corbridge. He has had a series of meetings not only
with current members of the University but also
with alumni to showcase his vision for the future.
For certain, the University will grow. Not long ago many of us were anxious
about the future of the colleges; this anxiety has diminished. Durham will remain
a collegiate university. But the colleges may all have to expand to cope with the
growth in numbers. We trust any expansion will not detract from our college experience.
St. Mary's College remains not only popular but one of the most popular in terms
of applications for undergraduate places. There was concern a few years ago that
Mary's applicants may not find themselves at the college of their choice. This,
too, has not been as sharp an issue as once imagined. To date, all the evidence
seems to point to Mary's remaining a diverse and welcoming community of students, and one which allows them to do well in their studies, and also to take
part in a wide range of extra-curricular activities.
SMCS continues to support student activities by offering book grants to those in
need, two travel bursaries as well as opportunities for post-graduates to attend
conferences where they can pursue aspects of their research. This last kind of
support was introduced for the first time in this academic year, and we hope it
will be a regular feature of our support for the Middle Common Room. At our
March lunch for local alumni those present were addressed by two members of
the MCR about their research. One gave a presentation on the importance of
preserving species of mammals, and of discovering appropriate techniques of
counting the density of each group in the varying environments of his native
Panama. The other presentation was concerned with monitoring and improving
the sexual health of women in her native Afghanistan, a country where, especially
in rural areas, women are often powerless. Both talks were greatly appreciated,

and deserved a wider audience. It is our hope that in the next academic year
SMCS can sponsor a lecture with a broad appeal across the disciplines to a wider
audience of both current students and alumni.
It seemed the passing of an age when we heard of the death of two honorary
College Fellows. Denise Robertson, whose funeral is taking place as I write this
article, was not an alumna but was known in the region and nationally for her
role as a television personality and counsellor. Anne Elliott, the archivist, represented the college at Denise's funeral. Elizabeth Boyd was one of the earliest students to live in the Fergusson building. She was for many years secretary of the
SMCS committee. She was known more widely as the author of the published
history of the college. Elsewhere you will read their obituaries. It is important
here to acknowledge what both women brought to our college in their own distinctive ways. I represented the Society at Elizabeth's funeral in Wolsingham,
where she taught for many years. The Society jointly with the College is intending to plant a tree in her memory, and to mark her contribution to our common
life.
No college or community does or should remain static. Despite these sad losses
the college goes forward confidently, incorporating and building on the achievements of the past. Though we enjoy the company of friends made over past
years, the Society is far from backward looking. We will continue to support the
contemporary life of the College, as well as keeping in touch with alumni. The
Society is fortunate to have a hard working and committed committee, to whom
and for whom I am extremely grateful. St. Mary's College remains for us all,
whenever we joined, one of the best places to claim membership, and I am confident it shall remain so.
Canon Elizabeth Fisher
President of SMCS

A Message from the Principal
This is my fifth annual report for the St Mary’s College Society Newsletter. As
usual I have lots to report on the many and varied activities and events taking
place in and around College.
My message last year reported the sad death of one of our students, Euan Coulthard, in Epiphany Term. As you are aware, our Vice Principal, Catherine Paine,
Senior Student Support Officer, Dave Robson and Student Support Administrator, Dorothy Grieve supported our community during this traumatic time. This
led to the St Mary’s Welfare Team being honoured with the Durham Students’
Union Award for Outstanding Personal Support, a nomination which came from
the students themselves.
For the new academic year the College has launched a new initiative: “Safe
Mary’s”, designed to support and develop positive behaviours and cultures that
will keep our community as safe as possible. A bench purchased by the St Mary’s
College Society in Euan’s memory was dedicated on 10th June 2015 in a moving
ceremony and placed in the Eco-garden, alongside the bench dedicated to Helen
Hawcroft. Details and photographs have been sent to Euan’s family, from whom
I have received a letter of thanks. They have also donated his text books to the
College Library, and bookplates have been produced, bearing an appropriate
message. I am very grateful to members of the SMCS Committee for their help
in the purchase of the bench in honour of
Euan, particularly Canon Elizabeth Fisher.
You will not be surprised to hear that Mary’s
students continue to excel at inter-collegiate
sport and ar l.e actively involved in fundraising for charity, organising special events
around DUCK week and supporting environmental projects such as the annual Fairtrade
Bake. Music, drama and the arts also play a
huge part in the extra-curricular life of our
College community and we have enjoyed our
annual pantomime, Shakespeare performance
and regular Live Lounge musical events. At
the time of writing, preparations for this year’s
Summer musical, Grease, are well underway.

The International Food Festival which was held for the first time last year was a
great success and it was decided to host a similar event during Epiphany term
this year. International students, assisted by College catering staff, shared samples of food from India, Norway, France, China, Australia and Korea. Recipes
included Kimchi savoury pancakes, Kimbap rice rolls from Korea and Anzac
cookies from Australia.
As usual, we welcomed several Fellows to St Mary’s during the year. Professor
Heike Egner joined us in Michaelmas Term as IAS Fellow. Prof. Egner is Professor of Geography and Regional Studies at the Alpen-Adria-Universität in Klagenfurt (Austria) and has a strong interest in the interrelations of society, humans and their environments. Professor Tim May was IAS Fellow at St Mary's
during Epiphany term. Professor May is Director of the Centre for Sustainable Urban and Regional Futures, an interdisciplinary research centre at the University of
Salford. Tim’s work focuses on issues relating to knowledge, governance and
policy-making, as well as effective knowledge exchange processes for universitycity interactions. Both Heike and Tim delivered lectures in the Kenworthy Hall
at St Mary’s during their stay.
We were very happy to
welcome a regular visitor to
St Mary’s during Michaelmas term, Professor
Françoise DeconinckBrossard, as COFUND
Senior Research Fellow.
Alumni may be aware that
Françoise is an eminent
French scholar at the Université Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense working
on the borders of English literature and history.
Our COFUND Fellow for Epiphany term was Professor Aila-Leena Matthies,
Professor of Social Work at the University of Jyväskylä and Head of the Department of Social Sciences at Kokkola University Consortium Chydenius. Our final
visitor for this year is Professor Eric Wing Hong Chui, COFUND Senior Research Fellow during Easter term. Prof Chui is a Professor in the Department of
Applied Social Sciences, City University of Hong Kong. He has won a number

of prestigious grants and his work is well respected in criminology and social
conferences in the UK, SE Asia and the Pacific.
An Art Exhibition held in March featured the work of Tracy Levine, an awardwinning contemporary painter and printmaker who works from her studio in the
South Lakes area of Cumbria. It is this wonderful landscape that is the source of
inspiration for much of her work. Her paintings are mainly produced in acrylic
and mixed media, often produced in situ 'en plein air'. Tracy exhibited a mixed
selection of landscape paintings based on recent visits to the Yorkshire Dales,
Eden Valley, South West France and the Scottish Isles.
Once again, I would like to thank the staff of the College and members of the
Society for their support this year. I would particularly like to thank Hannah
Mills, our Sabbatical Development Officer,
who has worked very hard organising events
and keeping friends of the College informed
of life at St Mary’s. She has organised a number of well-attended and highly enjoyable
events, pre-Christmas festive event for alumni at the Old Bank of England (pictured) and
a recent gathering of former students in
Leeds.
A final note about arrivals during the year.
We were happy to welcome two new staff
members during Michaelmas Term. Rev. Peter Kashouris joined us as Chaplain. Our
Christmas Carol Service was held in December at St Oswald’s Parish Church, attended
by staff, students and alumni and the St
Mary’s Choir was led by its new Director,
Alice Stevenson. Jackie Urwin has joined us as Librarian and has made an impressive start, recruiting a team of student librarians, reviewing library stock in
line with current reading lists and responding rapidly to book requests from students.
From this brief summary of some of the activities in College this year, I hope
you will agree with me that St Mary’s is in very good health. We continue to be
ranked as one of the most popular and high achieving of all Durham’s Colleges

and it remains a great privilege for me to be Principal. I look forward to welcoming you back to your College whenever the opportunity arises.
With very best wishes,
Professor Simon Hackett
Principal, St Mary’s College

A Message from the JCR President
The 2015-2016 year has quite literally flown over; the year has been truly fantastic with so many incredible things happening.
This year has certainly been an immensely
strong one for the JCR and it would be fair
to say it was a year with positive change.
From the new double brunches on weekends, introduction of new exec positions,
to the refurbishment of the bar and JCR
and the addition of the new sports and
societies dinner, the JCR has gone from
strength to strength.
Last year Amy reported that we had held
our first ever international food festival
and I’m proud to say that this has continued and grown in size, with Jason Kwan and his team organising a fantastic
event. Our pantomime in first term, Shrek, sold a record amount of tickets and
helped to raise the profile of our ‘Foot of The Hill theatre company’. We also
had Grease the Musical in third term, which Simon Hackett described as being
the best in years, and this really did showcase the talent that we have in our JCR.
This year saw the introduction of our new brand, ‘Team Mary’s’, a term used to
bring together all of the sports teams at Mary’s under one name. This has taken
our sports teams from strength to strength and has even seen other colleges copying our idea. This year we introduced a fourth netball team and a second Frisbee team, both of which have taken off fantastically and both of which are competing in their respective leagues. We also introduced ‘Experience Mary’s’, a
brand that is used to bring together all of the societies we have in college, this is
managed by one of our newest exec positions, the societies officer, and serves to
help encourage more people to become involved. This has been very successful
and this year has seen us ratify new clubs; ‘The Bee’, ‘Journalism’, ‘Jewish’,
‘Geography’ and Chess Society.
To celebrate the introduction of both of these new terms we had our first ever
sports and societies dinner, where we celebrated our achievements and gave out
various awards, such as ‘society of the year’. We were honoured to welcome Liz
Mcternan, a para-athlete world record holder, who is hoping to compete in the

Rio 2016 Paralympics with her hand bike. This event was a massive success and
will hopefully carry on well into the future!
Kirsten Pal has done a wonderful job with the Arts Society this year. Arts week,
as ever, was a massive success and featured events such as life drawing. They
also held their first ever art exhibition on Mary’s Day which saw an amazing
number of students submitting their artwork to compete for a cash prize.
The events this year have been even bigger, which seems to be a very common
trend as the years go on. The charity fashion show, which was organised by Tash
Taylor and Georgie Oattes was held in the Slug and Lettuce for the first time
and raised £4000 for the charities ‘Will’s Africa Trust’ and ‘Mind’; an incredible
achievement and by far the largest fundraiser we have held. Michaelmas dinner,
Informal ball and masquerade ball all sold out and proved once again why the
events at Mary’s are so good.
Both Fresher’s Week and the Open Days, organised respectively by Sam Bentwood and Tom Pocock, went down fantastically with everyone involved thoroughly enjoying them. I must give a massive thank you to both teams who put
everything into the days and literally made them the best they could be.
Both Mary’s Day and Midsummer Ball topped the year off in the best way possible. Midsummer ball, which was organised by finalist Jennie Mackay and was
Roald Dahl themed this year, was incredible. This year we had an unbelievable
laser show on the Fergusson building, the biggest dodgems we have ever had
and more food stalls than was possible to eat from. 4am saw the whole of Mary’s
treck up observatory hill to watch
the sunrise, a truly incredible
memory, before traditionally been
finished with hog roasts at 6am.
The 6am survivor’s photos spoke
lots, with so many people making
it, a true testament to the event
and the students at St Mary’s.
Mary’s Day saw a lot of changes
too, with the ticket price now
including sunglasses, wristbands
and a welcome drink. The inflatable wipe-out proved immensely popular with
just about everyone having a try, and despite the rain in the early evening, this

didn’t put anyone off. In the daytime
over 500 people descended onto the
lawn for the new Mary’s Day
gameshow ‘Marys does wipe out’ and
for the Taylor Swift tribute act later in
the evening. The event itself went on
until 11pm and produced some of the
best photos at a college event that I
have ever seen. The evening ended
with ‘Angels’, when everyone
formed a giant circle, which
was the best way to end what
to most people has been an
absolutely incredible year.

I have loved every minute of
my job this year, and this
wouldn’t have been possible
without both the students
and staff here. The phrase’, #TheresSomethingAboutMarys, wouldn’t exist
without every single person who is associated with the college and this is something I’m immensely proud of. To all of the students graduating, thank you for
everything you have done for the JCR and good luck for everything you do in
the future, you deserve every success there is. Esther will be taking over next
year and I have no doubt that she will do an incredible job; I’m already counting
down the days until the next day I can visit!
Rebecca Hunt
JCR President 2015-16

Society Activities: AGM 2015 Report
The Annual General Meeting of the St Marys College Society took place in the Kenworthy Hall at 10.30am on Saturday 12th September 2015 during the SMCS Annual
reunion weekend held from 11th to 13th September 2015. Twenty nine alumni attended, representing six decades, with apologies being received from three members.
Reports and discussion
Members gave verbal and written reports on aspects of the Society’s work including:
Finance, which is was in a typically buoyant position; a report from the Society President; an update from the Principal; a report concerning the Newsletter, news of The
SMCS Book Fund, an Archives report, an update concerning the Website and reports from both the JCR and MCR Presidents.
The Principal’s update on developments in the life of the college included in particular, the sadness of losing undergraduate Euan Coulthard, followed by the tremendous way students and staff had come together as a community in the aftermath to
support each other. He acknowledged the central role of Catherine Paine in this process, providing strength and direction to both staff and the student body. In other
areas such as sport, the arts and of course academic results, the College has had a
very successful year and applications are again very strong for 2015-16.
There was discussion of reunion timings, the opt out process for SMCS subscriptions and the College’s promotion of the significant benefits of being part of SMCS,
and the increased support provided by the Society for MCR members during this
year.

Vacancies
There was a vacancy for President for the years 2015-19, as Canon Elizabeth Fisher
had completed her first term of office. There was one nomination: Canon Elizabeth
Fisher, for a second tern until September 2019. She was elected nem.com. She expressed her pleasure at the continued trust the alumni had placed in her and hoped
to further strengthen links between college and the alumni body during her second
term.

There were up to five vacancies for ordinary Committee members. Two nominations
were received: Miss Gillian Martin (1964-69) for three years until September 2018
and Ms Beth Rudd (2012-15) for three years until September 2018. Both were elected nem.con. to serve for three years until the AGM in 2018.

The meeting closed at 11.40am
Christine Wright, SMCS Secretary

Society Activities: AGM 2016 Advert
This year’s AGM will be held on Saturday 17th September at 1030am in the
Holdsworth Room of St Mary’s College.
The President will chair a meeting that will include:

an update from the President,

an update from the Principal,

a series of reports regarding the society’s activities,

elections to the Committee (details on the following page),

discussion points presented by the President.
Members, as always, will have the opportunity to ask questions of the President,
other officers and committee members as relevant. Members present can vote in
elections for all vacancies to the committee and can also ask questions of the
Principal.
If members would like any information in advance of this meeting regarding
proceedings please contact the Society Secretary using
smc.scociety@durham.ac.uk or write to College marking you envelope for the
attention of ‘SMCS Secretary’.
We hope to see many members present on the day and indeed at the associated
reunion weekend, details of which are to be found on later pages.
SMCS Committee

SMCS Activities: Join the Committee
Dear Members,
The Society Committee has five vacancies this year, for which elections will be
held at the AGM in September.
We invite nominations from members who wish to:





a difference to the lives of current students,
help alumni to stay connected to college,
join a highly motivate and hard working group,
visit St Mary’s and Durham three times per year.

As a Committee member you can do all of these things and many more. We
would be delighted to fill all four vacancies with people who can help us to further expand our activities and inject new ideas/enthusiasm into our vibrant
group.

To nominate yourself, you need to contact the Society Secretary using
smc.society@durham.ac.uk or write to College, with your letter addressed to
‘SMCS Secretary’.
In addition, there are two opportunities for you to become even more involved.
This year two officer positions are due to be re-elected: Secretary and Treasurer.
Both people who are currently in these posts intend to stand again, but members
are welcome to put themselves forward for election within the 2016 AGM.
Both of these positions demand a little more attention and time than ‘ordinary’
membership, but are in turn more rewarding. As Treasurer you would manage
our circa £5000 income and expenditure per annum, whilst also maintaining our
banking arrangements. As Secretary your vital role would be to administrate for
the Committee and minute all meetings.
If you wish to be considered for either of these two positions, please contact the
Society Secretary using the details above.
In the case of both Officer and Committee positions it is advisable to be at the
AGM in person on the 17th of September, in St Mary’s, where the elections will
take place (advert to be found on previous page).
SMCS Committee

SMCS Activities: Postgraduate Bursary
In my article at the earlier in this newsletter you will have read about our new
postgraduate bursary scheme that we have introduced this year. We are seeking
to assist postgraduate students to attend a conference in which they may present
a paper or poster detailing an aspect of their research. This year, the SMCS Committee has set aside £1000 in support of this effort and created a sub-committee
that is comprised of two society members (including myself), together with the
Vice Principal, to assess the applications.
Six people have received grants for attending conferences both in this country
and overseas. One recipient, Andrew Frawley, attended our June committee
meeting and detailed his research, which will help in a wide range of applications
from medical diagnoses to the labelling of clothes. Pedro Mendez Carvajal spoke
after the March lunch about his work on primates in his native Panama.
We hope to have a display of other areas of research at our reunion in September. This support is of help to the students, but also of great interest to those of
us who are fortunate to hear them speak; another good reason for putting the
date of our reunion in your diaries.
Elizabeth Fisher
Chairwoman, Postgraduate Bursary Sub-Committee

SMCS Activities: Travel Bursaries Committee
A meeting of the Travel Bursaries Committee was held on Tuesday 3rd February
2016. Nineteen students, of whom seven were undergraduates and twelve were
postgraduates, had submitted applications. Two students were awarded a St
Mary's College Society Bursary [other bursaries not associated with the Society
were also disbursed].
Mr George Aldiss, a second year undergraduate, who is studying Geological Sciences, was awarded £500 to assist him in travelling to the Sierra Nevada Mountain range in California, to take up a placement offered by the University of
Southern California. He will work for six weeks with a research team and carry
out compulsory geological field work as part of his Geological Mapping Dissertation. He will conduct geological mapping of a previously unmapped area, and
hopes that his work will be included in future publications.
Miss Nadia Narayan, a second postgraduate research student in the Earth Sciences Department, was awarded £500 to assist her to carry out field work at various
sites in England and Wales to identify and evaluate the potential of deep karst
(geomorphological and subsurface features created by dissolution of soluble
rock) in the UK as a target for geothermal energy, with a specific focus on Carboniferous Limestone as a suitable reservoir rock. She also plans to attend he
Eurokarst 2016 conference in Switzerland in September where she will meet
leading experts in the field of karsts. She hopes that her research will help to contribute to the search for sources of renewable energy.
Both recipients of the award will be asked to write a report for St Mary's College
Society about the findings of their research projects. The reports will be published on the Society website in due course.
Gillian Martin
SMCS member of Travel Bursary Committee

SMCS Activities: SMCS Book Fund
The SMCS Book Fund is now in its third year of operation, following on from
the successful four year renaissance of the Fifty-Six Book Fund, which the Society operated from 2009-12.
This year the SMCS Book Fund was advertised and open for applications in
Michaelmas Term, with a total of eight applicants requesting funding that ranged
from £57 to £226 for a full range of textbooks, compulsory readings and reference books. All of the books requested had a reasoned argument for ownership
attached and evidence of financial need was also assessed. The SMCS Book Fund
Committee funded seven applicants in total, with £871.93 being disbursed early
in Epiphany term. Reports have been received from most recipients and some
extracts are to be found below:
‘I would not have been able to successfully complete the year without buying the books, I would
like to thank St Mary’s College Society for helping to relieve the financial burden of buying
them at the beginning of the year.’
‘In short, I have to fully support myself financially when I am at university and the book fund
is an invaluable institution for me; going into my third year I hope to be able to make use of it
once again.’
There is a clear and ongoing need for this type of support in St Mary’s and thus I
ask members to consider making a donation to this fund if they are able. This
can be done at https://www.dunelm.org.uk/donations/colleges/marys where
you can specify the SMCS Book Fund in the ‘other’ option.
Having chaired the Fify-Six Fund and subsequently the SMCS Book Fund since
2009 I am now handing over the reins to Andy Hopkins, a long standing committee member and I wish him every success in his efforts to further develop this
important student facility.
I wish to particularly thank Liz Manning, Gillian Boughton, Simon Hackett, Elizabeth Fisher and each MCR/JCR President for there invaluable support in this
role over the years and particularly this year thanks go to Rebecca Hunt who was
exceptionally supportive in ensuring her JCR were very aware of the help available.
Steven Spencer
Chairman SMCS Book Fund

SMCS Activities: The Reunion
St Mary’s College Society Reunion Weekend 2016
Friday 16th to Sunday 18th September
Welcome to our package of information about this year’s Reunion for all
alumni of St Mary’s College. We hope we can tempt you to join us.
We have succeeded in keeping the prices down for accommodation and meals
with only minimal rises since last year; thanks go to college for achieving this
feat. Tea and coffee will be readily available all weekend and the costs are included.
There is a varied programme of activities offered to you, but you are free to pick
what attracts you, or just use the opportunity to catch up with old friends in a
relaxed and welcoming atmosphere.
The standard accommodation offer is a single room (just like student days), but
should you require a double room please do contact us; there are a limited number available for those with particular needs.
If you wish to see your old room during the weekend, it might be possible, if it is
not occupied, and in some cases, still existing! Let us know when you book if
you would like to do this.
We are appealing for offers to provide some entertainment after the reunion
dinner. All are welcome to volunteer. Anyone from the ‘66’ crowd is especially
welcome as you celebrate your golden anniversary.
Anyone from 76, 86, 96, or 2006 eras, is also encouraged to join the celebrations
on your ten year anniversaries. The reunion is though open to all and we hope to
see lots of ‘new’ faces in September. If you have any queries about the reunion
programme, please direct them to me, via the email address below. Any queries
about college should go to Karen Fisher, as detailed on the booking form, which
can be found on the Society website.
smc.society@durham.ac.uk
Margaret Collins Neé Purnell (1965-8)
SMCS Reunion Co-ordinator

Reunion Programme of Events
Friday 16th September
Saturday 17th September

Evening
Morning

Afternoon

1830

Welcome Reception in Atrium

1900

Hot Fork Buffet in Dining Hall

1000

Coffee in the Holdsworth Room

1030

AGM in the Holdsworth Room

1230
1400

1730

Hot Fork Lunch Buffet
*Visit to Open Treasures Exhibition in the Cathedral
Tea/biscuits in the Holdsworth
and Donaldson Rooms
SMCS Committee Meeting
(Committee Only)
Chapel Service

1900

Sparkling reception in the Atrium

1930

Reunion dinner (includes 2 glasses
of wine)
Entertainment (home grown)

1600
1630

Evening

2100
Sunday 18th September

Morning

1030
1300

*Visit to Crook Hall (Transport is
available)
Traditional Carvery Roast Lunch

Guests of Mary’s alumni can be booked into all meals and events marked in blue
The * optional visits can be booked at the Reunion where costs will be confirmed. The Bar will be open before and after meals where appropriate.
The shop will be open in the Holdsworth and Donaldson Rooms throughout the
weekend. There will be displays of photographs and memorabilia in College, provided by our archivist and we welcome alumni brining more of us all to share.
For more information please see the Society website:
www.stmaryscollegesociety.co.uk. Here members can find updated reunion information and a booking form. Alternatively, members can telephone college to
request a booking form in hard or soft copy.
SMCS Committee

Society Activities: Committee Departures
‘Thanks, but not Goodbye’
In a recent talk the Vice Chancellor gave he spoke of Durham developing a
“culture of affection”. This is exactly what SMCS has been striving to do since its
inception. Once a student matriculates at St Mary's that person is a member for
life, a part of an extended family linked by affection and a common identity.
So, when two members of our committee recently resigned we said “thank you”
but we did not say “goodbye”. Isabel Cafferty joined our committee only a couple of years ago on graduation. Sadly, she has felt she must resign. In the short
time she was a member she was involved in updating our website, and for that
we are grateful.
Sylvia Graham has had a very long involvement with SMCS and St Mary's. She is
a graduate in German, has been a member of the SCR and its committees, and
for years was the Secretary of SMCS committee. She resigned from that a few
years ago and was persuaded to return. She has now completed a further three
year term on the Committee and feels it right now to step aside. We offer her our
many thanks for all she has done. But we will not say “goodbye”, rather we shall
say, “see you around”. Ours is a culture of affection not just for the College as an
institution but one in which colleagues become friends.
Elizabeth Fisher
President, St Mary’s College Society

Spotlight on College Fellows
Denise Robertson: An Obituary
9th June 1932 to 1st April 2016
Margaret Denise Mary Robertson (nee Broderick) was made an Honorary Fellow of
St. Mary’s College in 1998; previous recipients of this award were Professor Rosemary
Cramp, Joyce Quin and Lady Howe. The
College Governing Body had agreed that
each year a woman of distinction should be
nominated as an Honorary Fellow. Her
achievements as writer, broadcaster, counsellor and agony aunt were thus recognised
by the then all women’s College.

She was a well-known romantic and historical novelist. She set most of her twentyfour novels in the North East. Her fourteenth novel, Act of Oblivion, uses student life
in Durham as a backdrop and is about the friendship of three St. Mary’s graduates
of the mid-eighties who return to visit Durham. She funded a writing prize for St.
Mary’s students. Her second novel, The Land of lost Content won the 1984 Constable
prize for fiction. Her autobiography, Agony? Don’t Get Me Started was published in
2008.
Her success with her first television play, which won a BBC competition, led to her
writing career. She went into personal counselling, becoming a radio agony aunt on
Metro Radio, Newcastle, then after family tragedies, she determined to write herself
out of debt with short stories and more television drama scripts. She was a columnist on The Journal until September 2015.
Denise Robertson’s most well-known role for twenty-seven years, was as the resident agony aunt on ITV’s London based daytime magazine, This Morning, with its
regular phone-in and during her residency, she responded to some 200,000 letters.
She had previously hosted a junior advice line on Breakfast Time, an early morning
news programme. In 2000, she briefly hosted her own show called Dear Denise. She
dispensed advice in soft spoken Wearside tones, with genuine concern and sympathy combined with common sense. A shrewd judge of character, she was easy to
relate to and had great communication skills.
She was awarded an MBE for services to broadcasting and charity and in 1998 be-

came Deputy Lieutenant of County Durham. Furthermore, she was granted the
Freedom of the City of Sunderland in 2006 and also received an honorary degree
from Sunderland University.
Denise was involved in many charities, not the least being the Bubble Foundation of
which she was President. The Bubble Unit at Newcastle Royal Infirmary was established in 1987 to treat babies and children with defective immune systems. She was
patron of almost forty charities including St. Cuthbert’s Hospice, PDSA, Sunderland
Carers’ Centre and The Great North Children’s Hospital. She chaired her local physically handicapped club, drove for meals on wheels and helped form a trust to provide work for the unemployed.
She also backed local campaigns like supporting victims of domestic abuse and challenged public figures over issues she cared about. She served as an independent on
her local council. Overseas she visited Uganda and assisted AIDS orphans.
She had her own misfortunes which helped her to understand the problems of others. Her father, a ship-broker, lost his business in the 1930s plunging the family into
financial turmoil; he died when she was in her twenties. Her sister, mother and first
husband, Alex Robertson, died close together; Alex in 1972. She acquired four stepsons in her second marriage to John Tomlin. His business failed and she had to be
the main wage-earner for the family prior to his death in 1995. In 1997, she married
Bryan Thubron who survived her, as have her son from her first marriage and three
of her four stepsons.
Denise was very attached to Sunderland. She was born and educated there, but
though a bright scholarship child, she decided not to attend university, instead taking
a job in medical administration at Sunderland Royal Infirmary. Having married her
third husband, she lived near her home town. She was a keen supporter of Sunderland AFC and claimed, “There is nowhere like the North East for me”.

She died aged 83, of pancreatic cancer, much mourned by family, friends, colleagues, readers and television audiences. Her funeral in Sunderland Minster was
packed and the nearby streets lined with well-wishers. Colleague Eamon Holmes
led the many warm tributes to Denise, a local and national treasure.
Anne Elliott
St. Mary’s College Archivist

Elizabeth Bewick Boyd
7th May 1934 - 3rd March, 2016
Celebrating Elizabeth: An Obituary
Elizabeth (Betty) Burrell grew up in Consett and was educated at Consett Grammar School. From 1952-1957, she was a student at St. Mary’s College, Durham,
where she graduated with a BA Honours Degree in French, followed by a Diploma In Education. She later completed an MA. Her long career teaching English started at Blaydon Grammar School; she moved on to Wolsingham Secondary School and finally to Durham Johnston School in 1971, where she became
Deputy Head. After her retirement from teaching, she made a lasting and invaluable contribution to St. Mary’s College, particularly evidenced by her book, ‘St.
Mary’s College 1899-1999, A Centenary Review’.
At university, Elizabeth met her future husband, Dr Michael Victor Boyd, of St.
Chad’s College. They were married for almost 53 years. He was ordained into
the ministry then with a sense of adventure, they both spent some time in Argentina, where he was Chaplain to St. George’s School, Buenos Aires. He eventually taught in the Department of Education at Durham University. On their
return, they both taught at Wolsingham Secondary School where a former pupil
fondly recalls Elizabeth’s elegance, dancing skills and a range of brightly coloured tights worn with her academic gown!
She shared many more interests with Michael, including concert music and the
theatre which took them annually to Edinburgh and Stratford for many years;
she was clearly a Shakespeare enthusiast. They enjoyed travelling extensively
around the world until prevented by Michael’s declining health. They were ardent samplers of highly-rated restaurants in the North East, enjoying a day trip
to Hexham or occasionally a weekend in North Yorkshire.

Elizabeth, an accomplished cook, enjoyed entertaining and relished a large glass
of really good Bordeaux with a meal. She was knowledgeable about plants and
created a lovely garden at their home in Durham. Latterly, even when she could
not enjoy her own garden any more, she still enjoyed trips to the garden centre
to fill her room at Sherburn with plants.
The Cathedral played an important part in her life. She and her husband wor-

shipped there regularly and both contributed
generously to the musical life of the Cathedral.
They were the donors of the Cathedral’s Steinway Boston grand piano and beautiful leather
concert stool and, through the Durham Cathedral Choir Association, commissioned for their
Golden Wedding in 2009, the Richard Lloyd
‘St. Hild Service’; a setting for Evensong.
St. Mary’s College played a huge part in her life.
She was one of the first freshers in the newly
built College (now the Fergusson Building) in
1952. She played tennis for the College. A contemporary remembers her as
“bright and intelligent; she always had a good, even witty answer. She was happy with her
course and with life at St. Mary’s”.

To quote a friend:“She had a very dry wit and was an acute but silent observer of the follies,
foibles, and failings of others; a raised eyebrow would suffice”. With the eye of Jane Austen, she was a keen observer of human nature and excelled at witty understatement. An example is her article, ‘A Fresher’s Memoir of 1952 St. Mary’s’ which
found its way into ‘Durham First’ (Issue 31, 2011), about the arrival of a particularly naïve fresher on the Durham scene: “FIRST WEEK At your department, you
meet your newly appointed Professor, who gives the group (of 14, including five women) a peptalk. He warns the women not to get pregnant. You are surprised by this, as it had not occurred to you that this would be an option in your course. As you do not at this stage know the
facts of life, you spend much of your first year not sitting too close to male students in the library”. By that small touch of style, the use of the personal pronoun ‘you’, she
immediately draws the reader in to share and laugh fondly at the fresher’s naivety.
In complete contrast is the factual style of Elizabeth’s magnificent ‘Centenary
Review’ celebrating the first 100 years of the College. The result of meticulous
research, it traces chronologically aspects of the College’s development in a thematic way and is an essential part of St. Mary’s archives. It must surely grace the
bookshelves of many alumni.
At the same time as reviewing the century for publication in 1999, she was, from
1993, applying her methodical skills to the role of Honorary Secretary of the St.

Mary’s College Society. She played a lively part in Society events especially annual Reunions. She represented the Society on the Governing Body. Her achievements were recognised in 2000 when she was awarded an Honorary Fellowship
of St. Mary’s College, along with her contemporary, Gwyneth Cole. Thus, she
joined the distinguished ranks of Honorary Fellows who included two more of
her year group: Biddy Baxter, Editor of ‘Blue Peter’, and eminent businesswoman Ann Burdus. She retired as SMCS Secretary in 2003 and was succeeded by
Sylvia Graham. One took it for granted that she would still join in SCR activities,
garden parties wet or fine, and College celebrations such as the dinner celebrating Biddy Baxter’s Hon. D.Litt. In 2012, the Diamond Jubilee year of the Fergusson Building, she retired from the SMCS Committee, having seen the College
well into the mixed era.
After Michael’s death, some four years before her own, the last years of frailty
were clearly a trial to her, especially her loss of sight and mobility, necessitating
her residence at Sherburn, where she did retain her sense of humour and perspective beyond the confines of her room. She appreciated visitors and was happy to meet again four friends from her 1952 group who came from far afield to
the SMCS Reunion last September. They were thrilled to obtain copies of Elizabeth’s book, which for them will be a lasting memorial of her.
Elizabeth died aged 81 and fittingly, her funeral was taken by the Revd Canon
Rosalind Brown using the words of the Prayer Book, which meant so much to
Elizabeth. The hymns were two she often chose for school assemblies while the
reading from ‘Cymbeline’ reflected her Shakespearean interests. Her funeral, at
the Parish Church of St. Mary and St. Stephen, Wolsingham, on 17th March, was
an uplifting occasion on a warm, sunny day, with flowers and birdsong in the
churchyard, where she was laid to rest beside Michael. The presence of wellwishers, including colleagues from schools and St. Mary’s College, friends,
neighbours and the Durham Cathedral Choir Association was testimony to the
respect and affection in which she was held.
As well as recording 100 years of history, she is herself an unforgettable part of
St. Mary’s history. Her enthusiasm and vivacity, her sense of humour, her
warmth and generosity, her ability to encourage and put you at your ease, her
mastery of the ‘mot juste’ are just some of the qualities that make Elizabeth’s life

one to be celebrated.
Anne Elliott
St. Mary’s College Archivist
With grateful thanks to Elizabeth’s
friends and colleagues who have contributed to this obituary.

Gwyneth Cole
Congratulations Gwyneth
Gwyneth Cole (nee Rees) celebrated her 90th birthday on 29th September 2015,
just over six months before the Queen celebrated hers.
Gwyneth’s birthplace, Stockton-on-Tees, belies her Welsh connection. However,
her father, after working abroad, had moved between Wales and the North. Her
first words were in Welsh because she was in Wales when learning to talk.
Gwyneth came to St. Mary’s as a History student in 1947, not long after the end of the
Second World War. Between leaving school
and arrival at University, she served for three
years full-time, in the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), the women’s branch of the British
Army. Gwyneth relates in her Reminiscences
1998, “While I was in Durham Princess Elizabeth
visited the old College and I was presented to her as
one of the ex-service students and in the ATS like
her, though not with a commission, though I did acquire three stripes before the end”*. She has a delightful little album of tiny black and white photos taken of her in uniform at
Douglas, Isle of Man.
She has a unique place in the history of St. Mary’s because she was a Fresher at
two very significant times: 1947 and 1952. Firstly, she was present when HRH
Princess Elizabeth, the future Queen, laid the Foundation Stone of the new St
Mary’s building (now known as Fergusson) on the present site in October 1947.
Secondly, she was one of the very first students to live in this new building when
it opened in October 1952. Although she had started her degree course in 1947,
after just two terms she had to take several years off to recover from a compressed spinal fracture. She was cared for by her mother and was eventually back
on her feet, aided by two sticks and a support jacket. While she was away, various
members of College kept in constant touch, including Principal Fergusson who
visited her at her home in Billingham. When she returned in October 1952 as a
Fresher for the second time, it was to the exciting new environment on Elvet
Hill; St. Mary’s being the first of the Hill Colleges.

“I had witnessed the laying of the foundation stone in 1947 and been presented to Princess
Elizabeth before the ceremony. I jokingly declared that they had built the college in time for my
return”,* said Gwyneth, looking back fifty years later.
Not only was she part of two major landmarks in the College history but she
also experienced different College life-styles, firstly in a variety of old buildings
scattered around the peninsula, including 8, The College (now the Chorister
School) on Cathedral Close and Abbey House on Palace Green. Then secondly,
from 1952, she experienced College life in the magnificent new building on a
single site with its imposing façade and spacious dining hall; it even had central
heating!
Exactly 60 years ago, she was Senior Woman, (as the JCR President was called
then), welcoming 40 freshers, in the academic year 1955-56. She saw another
transition: a change of Principals, from Margaret Fergusson to Marjorie Williamson and thoroughly approved of both. She recorded the ups and downs of College life in her 1955-56 JCR Report for the SMCS Newsletter, such as a water
shortage in Durham which “lasted until we went down, and so we missed the luxury of
constant baths; two inches of water did not encourage one to linger”.
In 1955, she graduated with a BA Honours Degree in History and eager for another year in Durham, stayed on to train as a teacher in 1955-56. Because she
was Senior Woman, she again lived in College. Her University career had
spanned a decade!

She began her teaching career in Selby, aged 31. Six years later, she moved back
to the North East to continue her career. Gwyneth had a very happy marriage to
Tom Cole, a mechanical engineer at Billingham ICI. They had known each other
a long time but “he was worth waiting for”, she says. Sadly, their marriage was
cut short by his death after only a few years. Meanwhile, her interest in College
grew from strength to strength.
Gwyneth has made a major contribution to the St. Mary’s College Society as an
active committee member. With tireless enthusiasm, as Editor of the SMCS
Newsletter, she collected news of Alumnae. She played a major part in organising events such as the annual SMCS Reunion and encouraged participation. She
was the first College Archivist and with her due sense of St. Mary’s history, dating back to the beginning of the College in 1899, she keenly collected archive
items, established the archive storeroom in the basement and quickly acquired a
computer and skills to match.

She was the SCR President during the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the
Fergusson Building. She organised activities devotedly; not even thick snow
would deter her from driving to Durham.
In 2000, her efforts were recognised when she was made an Honorary Fellow of
St. Mary’s along with Elizabeth Boyd, author of ‘A Centenary Review’, to which
Gwyneth had made a tireless contribution. A celebration dinner was held in the
October to mark the occasion.
She is proud to say that of the 12 Principals spanning 117 years, she has met the
last 9, even Rachel Donaldson of whom
she wrote in her 1955-56 JCR Report,
“We were glad to see Miss Donaldson among
our guests [at Mary’s Day], and many of us
remembered this when we heard of her death in
March. It seemed appropriate that her last outside visit should have been to the College of
which she had been Principal for so many years
[1915-1940]”.
She herself is part of the College history
and her interest in St. Mary’s past and
present is unfailing. She has a fund of
lively anecdotes and keeps in touch with
the many friends she has made at St. Mary’s College. Gwyneth is a very special
Alumna who has celebrated a very special birthday.
Anne Elliott
St Mary’s College Archivist
*E. Boyd: A Centenary Review p.28 Reminiscences 1998
*Northern Echo 01/10/2002

Spotlight on Shakespeare
23rd April 2016: 400th Anniversary of Shakespeare’s Death
Shakespeare and St Mary’s
“The Play’s The Thing”, [Hamlet III.2]
From its earliest days, St. Mary’s has indulged in dramatic activities, even when
there were only six students in 1900. The Principal arranged productions
deemed suitable for ladies and every student was expected to take part.
Shakespeare eventually appeared occasionally in the repertoire, such as in 1923
when Principal Rachel Donaldson produced a version of ‘Hamlet’. Various flavours of Shakespeare arrived over the years; in 1940, ‘King Lear’s Wife’ by G.
Bottomley and ‘Two Gentlemen of Soho’ by A.P. Herbert. Later, in 1999, a series of monologues, ‘Shakespeare’s Women’, appeared in Arts Week.
In the new (Fergusson) building of 1952, more ambitious drama was possible
on a stage with curtains instead of on mere floor space. Drama clubs came and
went until a big revival in the late 1990s. Dramatic activity developed further in
the mixed St. Mary’s with the annual repertoire usually including a pantomime,
a summer musical and William Shakespeare.
The SCR shares enthusiasm for Shakespeare through visits to the RSC autumn
seasons at the Theatre Royal, Newcastle, including ‘Hamlet’ in 2013 and
‘Antony and Cleopatra’ in 2010. Durham Gala Theatre in February 2016, offered a National Theatre Live production of ‘As You Like It’ and ‘Hamlet’
streamed live from the RSC, Stratford-upon- Avon, in June 2016.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
The last production in St. Mary’s old home on the peninsula.
June 1952 “Our own dramatic society produced ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’ on the Friday and Saturday before June Week; it was staged in the garden [8 The College, Cathedral Close, now the Chorister School], a delightful
setting which the producer used most skilfully and effectively. It was no light
task to put on a Shakespeare play in the open at the end of finals term, but everyone who saw it was full of praise for this really polished performance.” *

Over 60 years later
Epiphany Term 2013 An ambitious production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’ by ‘Foot of the Hill Theatre’ (Mary’s Drama Group re-named) transformed the dining hall into a magical Shakespearean forest.
Hamlet
1998 A revival of the Drama Society led to an ambitious production of Shakespeare’s tragedy, “A modern and innovative ‘Hamlet’, to be performed in the
Assembly Rooms. Although the cast has been drawn from across the different
colleges, the central production team and impetus remain firmly rooted in St.
Mary’s. We hope that this production will be the first of many to be performed
in the Assembly Rooms, that through it we may further raise the profile of the
college within the University and confirm our position as a central force for
drama in Durham.” **
Much Ado About Nothing
Epiphany Term 2014 There came an innovative staging of a brilliant version
of Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, one of his well-known comedies
with hero Benedick and heroine Beatrice.
Macbeth
29th June 2014 ‘Macbeth’, was performed on the SCR Lawn by the outdoor
theatre company, Illyria (named after the country in ‘Twelfth Night’). The audience of students, parents, staff and alumni brought their own picnics, seating
and rugs. Hot drinks were available in the dining hall on a bright but chilly
evening in midsummer.
The setting of the South Lawn with the Fergusson Building on three sides and
woods in the background and with its statues of Apollo and Diana and the
sombre, spiky cedar tree, added an eerie atmosphere to the experience as the
shadows lengthened and the blue sky faded into the sunset.
The Scottish play was energetically performed, uncut, on sixteenth century style
staging, with few props and no scenery and with only five actors, said to be the
number Shakespeare used when touring the provinces.

As You Like It
Easter 2015 The performance of this comedy had the audience in stitches with
its romantic plot, disguises and mistaken identities, all unravelled in the end, in
the Arcadian setting of the forest of Arden. It contains more songs than any of
Shakespeare’s other plays such as ‘Under the greenwood tree’ and, of course,
the renowned speech, “All the world’s a stage”.

SOURCES:
SMCS Newsletters
*1951 to 52 JCR Report by Constance Gilbey, Senior Woman.
**1998 Helen Trafford, Drama Society President.
Anne Elliott
St. Mary’s College Archivist

The Seven Ages of Shakespeare
“All the world’s a stage,

And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances,
And one man in his time plays many parts,
His acts being seven ages.”
Jaques, the melancholy man in ‘As You Like It’ (II.4) sees the world as a stage on
which each human life is played out, just as actors play out their roles. It is interesting to see how far this philosophy could apply to Shakespeare’s life.
“At first the infant,

Mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms.”
23rd April 1564, St. George’s Day, is assumed to be Shakespeare’s birth date because baptisms usually took place 3 days after birth and his baptism was 26th
April. He was born in Stratford, eldest son of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do
businessman and glover, who became Mayor of Stratford, and his wife, Mary
Arden, daughter of a prosperous farmer.

“Then, the whining schoolboy with his satchel
And shining morning face, creeping like snail
Unwillingly to school.”
The influence of his education, presumably at King Edward VI School, Stratford, including Latin, Greek and Rhetoric is clearly evident in his writings. Travelling troupes of professional actors probably sparked his interest in the stage.
“And then the lover,

Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad
Made to his mistress’ eyebrow.”
1582 He married Anne Hathaway, daughter of a well-to-do farmer. They had a
daughter, Susanna, in 1583 and twins, Hamnet and Judith, in 1585. Hamnet died
aged 11. Susanna married Dr John Hall and had a daughter. Judith married
Thomas Quiney and they had three sons. His family line ended with the death
of his grand-daughter in 1670.

“Then a soldier,
Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard
Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel,
Seeking the bubble reputation
Even in the cannon’s mouth.”
Shakespeare devoted the youthful energy of his Fourth Age not to soldierly exploits but to the theatre and London life.
“And then the justice,
In fair round belly with good capon lin’d,
With eyes severe, and beard of formal cut,
Full of wise saws and modern instances,
And so he plays his part.”
The Fifth Age, a time of mature judgements, led to him prospering financially
and in 1597 he bought up land and property, the most notable being New Place,
Stratford.
1595 He became a founder member, actor, playwright and shareholder of The
Lord Chamberlain’s Men, in which Richard Burbage took leading roles. The
company acted in various theatres and, in 1599, constructed the famous Globe.
In 1603 James I granted The Lord Chamberlain’s Men a royal patent and they
became The King’s Men, often performing at court.
Between 1590 and 1612, Shakespeare wrote 37 plays, 154 sonnets and some poems, including ‘Venus and Adonis’.

“The sixth age shifts
Into the lean and slipper’d pantaloon,
With spectacles on nose and pouch on side,
His youthful hose well sav’d a world too wide
For his shrunk shank; and his big manly voice,
Turning again towards childish treble, pipes
And whistles in his sound.”
Presumably, he did not quite sink into the Sixth Age of Man though he did retire
to Stratford in 1612.

“Last scene of all,

That ends this strange eventful history,
Is second childishness, and mere oblivion,
Sans eyes, sans teeth, sans taste, sans everything.”
23rd April 1616, he died, aged 52. There is no firm record of the cause of death.
He was buried in Holy Trinity Church, Stratford, where stands a memorial statue. In the words of his last play, ‘The Tempest’ (IV.1.)

“Our Revels Are Now Ended”
“We are such stuff as dreams are made on, and our little life is rounded with a
sleep.”
1623 And yet, not so! Two actors from The King’s Men had his plays published
in what is known as the First Folio, preserving for posterity, Shakespeare’s literary genius.

Anne Elliot, St Mary’s College Archivist

Spotlight: Alumni memories
Joan Remembers…
Joan Reeves (nee Heaton) was a St. Mary’s student from 1952 to 1957, one of
the first students in the new buildings on the present site and a contemporary of
Elizabeth Boyd.
The Queen Mother visited the new building (now Fergusson) in 1956 to make
up for being unable to open it in 1953, owing to the death of her brother. One of
the dons had come out as a debutante and been presented at court, so she held
curtseying classes in the JCR. I don’t remember having to make use of my new
skills!
When we arrived (by train, of course) our trunks were sent ahead and were there
before us. We had to pack and despatch them at the end of term. When we first
came in 1952, butter and sugar were still rationed. We had to give our ration
books to the bursar and we received a small weekly ration which we collected at
the hatch to use for entertaining.
We did our own laundry, but our bed linen (all with name tapes) was sent to a
laundry by the College. I think we had to pay for this. As far back as the 1840s,
students had to wear gowns to town and lectures. So did we and there were
proctors lurking about to see that we did. We came to formal dinner three or
four times a week in gowns. We all dined at high table about once a year on a
rota.
We had to be in by 10.30 at night but could have a late extension to 11.00. If you
were even a minute late, the porter met you with a face of thunder. On his days
off, one of the dons would step into the breach. We came in late at the side door.
The North East Wing was designed as a chapel (note the shape) but it had to be
made into student accommodation and the Chapel housed in the basement. It
was consecrated by Bishop Michael Ramsey who was very tall and had his mitre
knocked off as he came through the door.
In our fourth year (Dip.Ed.) we were sent to live out of college. Elizabeth Boyd
and I lodged with Mrs. Gordon, a Bishop’s widow and very formidable, in South
Bailey. We still had to come over for formal meals.
Joan Reeves (nee Heaton)

Spotlight on the Arts
Basement Jazz
Basement Jazz started the year by performing in Freshers week at the DSU Welcome Ball. This was a great experience, being able to play in a large venue and to
showcase what a college band can do to an audience that had never heard us before. We held auditions after freshers week and gained some fantastic new players and welcomed back our singer from her year abroad.

The band has moved from initially doing purely jazz music when it formed in
2012 to now a range of pop, swing and soul. We have performed at a large variety of events this year from college balls to swing society evenings in the DSU.
We were asked to play for the new Vice Chancellor of the university in Castle
College great hall, which was a great honour, and a particularly memorable performance for us. In addition to external events, we have again played in
Mary's throughout the year including Halloween Informal, Informal ball and
Masquerade Ball; we will also hopefully be performing at Mary's Day again this
year.
The band has also performed at Fabio's cocktail bar every term this year, which
has been very enjoyable, and we hope to continue this termly schedule in the future. We have had lots of socials throughout the year including a band meal. We
are also taking the band on
tour to Budapest after exams
in early June.
Overall, this year so far has
been very busy for the band,
having played lots of new
music at a variety of venues.
We hope to be playing at a
number of college balls after
the exam period and hope to
continue to develop the band
both in terms of performance and as a social experience.
Alfie Leach, President of Basement Jazz

Mary’s Mixed Voices Choir
Mary’s Mixed Voices was formed a decade ago to provide a secular alternative
the popular Chapel Choir. The choir perform a wide variety of music and aims
to provide both a musical and social experience for members.
Mary's Mixed Voices has gained many new members this year, as well as retaining many familiar faces. Last term [Michaelmas Term] we sang carols at St Nicholas' Church in Market Square, at a DUCK Christmas Fair in college, and at
Nandos (naturally followed by a Christmas meal). This term [Epiphany Term]
we have been rehearsing medleys from the musicals the Lion King, and Grease,
and performed one of them at a Live Lounge during Arts Week in February.
Our AGM will be at the beginning of next term [Easter Term], and then we are
also hoping to perform at ‘Arts on the Green’, the Festival of College Music and
Mary's Day in June.
Hannah Arnold, President MMV

St Mary’s College Arts Society
Arts at Mary’s are having a successful year, with our various musical and dance
groups putting on shows throughout the year. We have also held regular ‘open mic’
sessions in the bar and started creative art sessions in drawing and painting. We had
a fantastic ‘Arts Week’, which included workshops in jiving, life drawing and mask
making. The week culminated with the annual Masquerade Ball, which this year featured ice skating and a helter skelter slide in College. We are looking forward to putting on the first Visual Art Exhibition and Competition after exams, as well as the
summer musical, which this year will be ‘Grease’.
Kirsten Pal, SMC Arts Society President

Spotlight: Durham Town
As with many other cities and towns the current economic climate is resulting in
a rapid turnover of shops in Durham. In this section you will find some images
of the changing face of Durham, in addition to some very familiar views recorded in 2015-16. They are presented here for the perusal of members, particularly
those of you who cannot make it back to Durham.

June 2016: the cathedral undergoing repairs and a charity picnic on the river banks

June 2016: the Lego cathedral nears completion in the cathedral undercroft

‘Saddlers’ is no more, replaced by a ‘Happy Hippo’

How will the Bailey be clothed? (Actually there is a Jack Wills). Van Mildert is no more

Next to Old Elvet Bridge,
Durham’s very own hog roast
shop

Rejuvenation on North Road: coffee shops and nail bars

The city viewed from Wharton Park (above and behind the railway station)

The renovated Amphitheatre in Wharton Park

In October of 2015 the ’women only’ Boughton Wing was opened in St Mary’s, named
in honour of Dr Gillian Boughton, who retired in 2013 from the position of Vice Principal and Senior Tutor after many years of tireless service at St Mary’s.

In November 2015 The Lumiere
Festival returned to Durham with
spectacular displays in the cathedral
and on the front of the now empty
Shire Hall (the university having
moved out to Palatine Centre),
amongst a variety of installations
that attracted large crowds in spite
of the torrential rainfall.

March 2016: Mary’s from the NE Wing steps

June 2016: Prebends Bridge, reassuringly the same as always

From the Archives: Folk dancing in the 1950s on the Terrace.

From this year, the Principal,
Simon Hackett and JCR
President, Rebecca Hunt at
the Midsummer Ball, also on
the Terrace.

St Marys College Society Committee 2015-16
Name

Position

Officers
Canon Elizabeth Fisher

President until AGM 2019

Mr Steven Spencer

Vice President until AGM 2018

Mrs Christine Wright

Secretary until AGM 2016

Mrs Ann Bainbridge

Treasurer until AGM 2016

Vacant

Newsletter Editor

Ex-Officio
Professor Simon Hackett

Principal

Mrs Catherine Paine

Vice Principal

Sabrina Seel

MCR President

Becca Hunt

JCR President

Miss Anne Elliott

College Archivist

Bexi Dennison-Smith

Past MCR President

Ms Amy Simpkins

Past JCR President

Ms Hannah Mills

Development Officer

12 Committee Members
Dr Margaret Collins

1: Until AGM 2017

Dr Dorothy Middleton

2: Until AGM 2017

Mr Timothy Hughes

3: Until AGM 2017

Mr Andy Hopkins

4: Until AGM 2016

Mrs Sylvia Graham

5: Until AGM 2016

Ms Beth Rudd

6: Until AGM 2018

Miss Gillian Martin

7: Until AGM 2018

Vacancies: up to five committee members are to be elected at the 2016 AGM
(see advert earlier in this newsletter).
Please visit www.stmaryssociety.co.uk for full details of all of our activities.

