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Merry Christmas

A Message from the Society Vice President
Dear Members,
I hope you enjoy this, the fourth edition of the Christmas supplement to our annual newsletter. Inside you will
find a message from our College Chaplain, a seasonal reflection from the archives and some images from both College and Durham more broadly.
I would also like to take the opportunity to share a few thoughts regarding the Society and our members. I became acquainted with the Society almost as soon as I had arrived in Durham. The weekend of my arrival coincided with the Society reunion. I was intrigued and slightly overwhelmed in equal measure by meeting the various generations of ladies present, hearing stories of Mary’s past and thoughts regarding the forthcoming arrival
of the first Mary’s boys.
I became a part of the Society Committee in 2007, as MCR President, and have been fortunate to be elected as a
full member on three occasions since; latterly as Vice President, becoming the first alumnus to occupy this position. At this time of year we are encouraged by our Christian traditions to look both backwards and reflect upon
our past, whilst also drawing lessons for and considering the future. I should like to take the opportunity to do
both with regard to our Society.
For the majority of Mary’s students university is a stepping stone to higher things and an ’adult’ life; our stone
walls represent a chance to enjoy three to four years of learning both academic knowledge and how to be ready
for the wider world. After graduating, for most, Mary’s is a pleasant memory, a source of friends and maybe a
place to infrequently visit. For me and other members of the committee the involvement with the college is more
long lasting, in some cases encompassing decades. I know from personal experience that others can struggle to
understand the motivation for this; an inability to let go of student days perhaps?
In fact, in my case at least, the desire to sit on the committee was a realisation that our college is the sum of everybody who has ever attended since 1899. We encompass 115 years of tradition, memories, life changing moments and friendships; our current freshers are adding the 115th chapter to our shared history; both learning and
slightly redefining what it means to be ‘Mary’s’. If these freshers are to have an experience to match what has
gone before, a sense of history is required; this for me is the main role of the Society. Most current students may
well know we exist, but they don’t realise that we sit on the Travel Bursaries Committee, the College Council,
organise and run the St Mary’s College Society Book Fund, report to all alumni via an annual newsletter and
contribute to decision making (for example in the Development Committee) within their college. In all cases we
seek to ensure that the best traditions of the college are maintained, whilst supporting progressive change; we
look to the future whilst keeping our roots firmly rooted in the past. We on the Society Committee represent all
7000 graduates whilst aiding the experience of today’s students.
That we assist is due to our members providing generous financial contributions; currently successful applicants
to the Society Book Fund are receiving awards funded entirely by alumni donations, an auditable demonstration
of the difference alumni can make to current students. Less tangible is the effect of having over eighty alumni
present at Mary’s Day, an attendance that has been a feature for several years now. Similarly the presence of
members at the annual reunion during the last two Septembers, whilst pre-application open days were being
held, is difficult to measure in terms of effect. But this mixing of the generations is the lifeblood of our college,
the key to ensuring that our traditions are continued in spite of an increasingly individualistic age, dominated by
economic concerns.
So, with a view to the future, my message to members reading this supplement is to consider coming back for a

visit in 2015. We will be organising a reunion in the autumn and also supporting alumni attendance at Mary’s
Day. In addition to these dates the College are organising a series of reunion events in London and welcome any
and all alumni groups for a less formal visit. By visiting, meeting current students, staff and fellow alumni our
sense of shared history is enhanced, helping to maintain our college as we recognise it. Beyond visiting, members
might consider financial donations, or perhaps offering their services via the ‘Mary’s Angels’ scheme, for which
the registration period is currently open. Alternatively members might submit a story for the newsletter (often
items members would never consider of interest have proven to the be most fascinating read) or even consider
standing for election to the Society Committee.
Of course, life is busy and I know that in the majority of cases, whilst members may wish to visit or contribute,
they will become preoccupied with the necessities of their lives, so I ask that you remember that you are a member
of the Society and as such have the right to become reacquainted with your college when you wish to.
I and the whole Committee hope to meet many of you in 2015 and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
peaceful new year.

Steven Spencer
Vice President, St Mary’s College Society

A Seasonal Message from the College Chaplain:
Dear Alumni,
I am pleased to report that Darren Pollock, an ordinand at Cranmer Hall, St John’s College, has been appointed
to serve the chaplaincy ministry at St Mary’s as a fulfilment of his ministerial training. Darren has already been
an enormous help this term, and we are grateful that he will be working with us next term as well. Below is an
Advent meditation I asked him to write for the readers of the newsletter. Enjoy!
Advent blessings,
Andy Byers, Chaplain.

“Real Love” by Darren Pollock, Assistant to the Chaplain:
The Christmas market is in town, the big tree is up in the square, there are whispers of a college carol service,
someone claims they are the first to have seen ‘the’ Coca-Cola advert on TV and in the college bar an exciting
discussion is being held on whether this year’s John Lewis commercial really is better than last. It can only mean
one thing. It is officially Christmas time.
But what is Christmas all about? What is the real meaning of Christmas? That is what I am left asking at least
as the questionable jumpers emerge once again, the same songs are sung and I at least loosen the belt a notch.
Monty the Penguin in this year’s John Lewis advert offers one suggestion as he searches for love and companionship. Sledging, swimming and shopping through London, Monty searches for what is really important - Love.
Our heartstrings are pulled to the melody of Tom Odell’s ‘Real Love’,
‘Seems like all they really were doing
Was waiting for love
Don't need to be alone
Don't need to be alone
It's real love’
It is true, waiting for love, and not needing to be alone is something we all want at Christmas. For Monty at
least, he knew what he needed at Christmas is to be loved. Relationships really are so important to us at this
time. However I am aware of many people and families that will be struggling. Love can be hard to find and
Christmas sometimes can be a difficult, painful and lonely place.
In the Bible we are given a different perspective. We are told in Luke that Christmas happens because some
shepherds were told that there was ‘Great’ and ‘Joyous’ news. Not just for them, but for the whole world. Why?
For a Savior had come. God himself had been born into a manger. The God of the Universe had broken into a
hurting world. Not just to tug at our heartstrings, but to rescue it, to save it and to love it through the life,
death and resurrection of his son.
At Christmas time a huge megaphone God is saying to us just like the shepherds that this is good news, a saviour
has come, for you and for everyone.
Real love goes beyond tear jerking commercials, great presents and bad jumpers. It is God saying you are more
loved than you could ever imagine. I’m going to show you, for I’m going to give you my son at Christmas, so that
you can have a perfect relationship with me. This is real Love; a relationship with God for he has come for us.
This is Christmas.

1964
FESTIVE FUN
FROM FIFTY YEARS AGO
Anecdotes from the Senior Woman in the St. Mary’s
College Newsletter
“A successful product of intercollegiate co-operation was the Grey - St. Mary’s
Christmas party, held on the last Saturday of the Michaelmas term. We had about a
hundred miners’ children from Durham villages ‘living it up’ in Grey dining hall. As
a survivor of that event I can testify that the children enjoyed themselves immensely.”
“Our informal dance was moved to the middle of the Michaelmas Term in response
to freshers’ complaints that they were not able to meet a sufficient number of people
to ask to a dance in the first two weeks of term! St. Mary’s Day [Epiphany Term,
1965]…followed the pattern of innovation introduced last year. After the usual
excellent dinner we invited guests to an informal dance, with coffee in one Junior
Common Room and an experiment in folk singing in the other. It turned out more
experimental than we had expected, but I am sure it can be continued successfully
next year.”
Anne Elliot-College Archivist

2014, being the anniversary year of the first shots of the Great War , has, perhaps more than
most ,been a year for reflecting on the past and comparing yesterday’s today with our present
reality. In the feature below Anne Elliot, the College Archivist, has delved into the history of
our college so we might gain a flavour of life 50 and 100 years ago.
1964-Fifty years ago
In academic year 1964/65, 258 students were in residence, 27 being postgraduates. Ann Loades
returned as Resident Tutor, Librarian and part-time lecturer in Theology. Miss Haithwaite was
the new Bursar and Senior Woman was Kathryn Evans.
New Maths Department opened and Dunelm House was soon to open.
Dedication of the new chapel in North East Wing roofspace, formerly a table tennis room! The
Chapel was previously in a basement room, subsequently a sewing-room and now the bar.
A Team from St. Mary’s won Union Intercollegiate Debating Competition, the prize being a
tankard.
Late keys available for return before midnight: students to sign book and obtain Principal’s permission to be out after midnight. (By 1980, all had front door keys)
Six chandeliers enhanced the elegance of the Dining Hall.
Two washing machines and spin dryers and five Baby Bellings (little ovens with hotplates) acquired, one in each wing.
Team second in Rag Raft Race, first women’s team ever to be placed!
1914-One hundred years ago
If you had been a student in the First World War, you would have been living close to the Cathedral on Palace Green in Abbey House or the adjacent Abbey House Cottage on Dun Cow
Lane. You then belonged to the Women’s Hostel which began in 1899 with only six students.
Not until 1919, just after the Great War, was the Hostel granted Collegiate status and named
St. Mary’s College.
In 1914, your Principal, Miss Robinson, was succeeded by Miss Phyllis Wragge who stayed for
only two years and was followed by Miss Rachel Eleanor Duff Donaldson who held the position from 1916-1940.
She described Abbey House as “a long rambling, late Georgian building…The rooms, with their
quaint windows and oak beams, recall rooms on the old staircases in Oxford colleges – and an
old cottage which is incorporated in the house possesses a very beautiful staircase of the Renaissance period.”
There was still a very small number of students by our standards: fourteen by 1916, dressed

smartly in long skirts, long-sleeved blouses with collars and gowns for a formal yet relaxed photograph in 1916, the Principal looking incredibly young and elegant in the centre! They were actually the largest college in the university which dropped to no more than about fifty students.
Rachel Donaldson recalls that camaraderie was high in “a kind of family party – meeting every
night for so-called ‘coffee’ (the war eliminated the coffee but did not affect the good fellowship)
in the Common Room. There we knitted feverishly, and sang patriotic and other songs and frequently beat a hurried retreat to Abbey House kitchen to join the domestic staff while aircraft
whirred over our heads. We blacked out too in those days and carried our sugar about in tins
too, and boasted that we had only consumed two and a half pounds of bread per week.” Butter
was an unknown luxury; students were lucky if they even had a little dripping to spread on
bread.”
They managed to keep fairly warm in the very cold winters in spite of coal strikes. Some living
conditions actually improved when candles and oil lamps gave way to electric lighting at Christmas 1915.
Part of the war effort was organising mixed hockey and cricket matches for soldiers billeted in
Hatfield. Students and the Principal occasionally entertained the few men who were left or had
come back invalided from the war. Space was made for dramatic productions such as the topical
‘War-Time Economy’ by opening the folding doors between the Principal’s bedroom and sittingroom.
There were ‘amusing’ mishaps; for example, when an army lorry carried off the shutters and part
of the wall in Dun Cow Lane.
The absence of so many men meant women played a bigger part in university activities. Some
women interrupted courses to do teaching work. Some courses had to be adapted: students of
French could not visit France so improved their oral skills by listening to records. The University Concert in aid of the county hospital was an annual event which proved impracticable in
1915 so the women students organised their own ‘Café Chantant’ in the Town Hall for the good
cause. This was a financial success and was an opportunity to do something of value to the
town and University.
Instead of attending daily services in the Cathedral, students had prayers in the Hostel each
morning at 8.30.
“Of sports our record is” writes the Principal, “on the whole painful. Only two members of the
Hostel have played hockey this year [and I am afraid they only played in matches because there
was no-one else to put into the team]!!”
Sources: Principal’s Report In St Mary’s College Newsletter 1939-1940; ‘A Centenary Review’
by Elizabeth Boyd pp. 16,18, 89 and173; ‘Doves and Dons’ edited by Marilyn Hird.
A.E.E.

Many alumni attended Mary’s Day in June. College provided an alumni formal in the Kenworthy Hall, presided
over by the Principal, Simon Hackett. A good time was had by all both during the day and at night with alumni
enjoying a trip down memory lane whilst visiting college bars and indeed Durham’s infamous ‘nightclubs’.

In September the annual reuion was held in college. This year, due to the installation of a new servery area in
college the main meal was held in St Aidan’s. This provided a break with tradition, but the presence of the St
Mary’s chef ensured that the food was to the usual high standard.

The new servery areas was ready and waiting for the arrival of the 2014 freshers. This high quality addition to
the college combines the best of modern materials with a respect for the fabric of the hall. The experience of gaining one’s food is much improved , as is the appearance of the dining hall.

Amongst the changes in Durham this year was the demolition of the old bowling alley and the construction of
this new building that will house a mixture of apartments and office space. Below a view of the city taken from
the window of a 125 train in November 2014.

This latest addition to the Market Place is a memorial statue in honour of the Durham Light Infantry.

