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a MeSSage froM the SMCS PreSideNt
I am glad to report that in the course of the last year the Society
has continued to afford help to current students as well as keeping
alumni in touch with the College and its concerns.
The Committee has met on three occasions, as usual. We’d like to update you on some of the main highlights of our work this year.
Supporting students
The (new) SMCS Book Fund which replaced the 56 Book Fund
disbursed over £1400 to students, and a figure of £1500 has been set aside
for next year. It is hoped that we will be able to find an external sponsor
to help us enhance this important role in supporting students who need to
buy costly course-related books. The committee again raised its contribution to student travel bursaries to £1000. Nine current students
received an award directly from this fund. A new initiative this year is
the provision of a bursary of £500 to a postgraduate who will live in
college. Interviews for this new award are to take place shortly.
A new category of membership
In the past, the committee has made no provision for the many
students who are part-time distance learners following taught Master's
programmes. With the help of Dr Linda Yang we made contact with
them, inviting them to pay the fee and become members of the Society
on their graduation. You will recall that full-time students pay their subscription on matriculation, and become members on their graduation.
This move should enhance the numbers of international students and
encourage us to develop ways of improving contact with all those who
live overseas.
Reunions for alumni
A very lively reunion took place in London in the autumn, and
we continue to try to develop regional reunions. Now that there is a sabbatical college officer with responsibility for such activities we hope to
see more of the same, perhaps jointly organised. The reunion in college
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last September was greatly appreciated. It coincided with an open day
for prospective students and their parents. It was exciting to see such enthusiasm for the college we all love. This year the reunion will be curtailed owing to work in the dining hall. Those who can manage to come
will receive the usual warm welcome.
When you do return to college please note the new oak cabinet
which we commissioned. This now holds a display of former buildings
occupied by St Mary's College. The previous display was focussed on
former Vice principals.
Farewells and greetings
This year has seen our Committee saying farewell to well-loved
and hardworking members. We miss Dr Gillian Boughton who as VicePrincipal worked so tirelessly for the College and the Society. We are
grateful for all she did. From the Society we will be saying farewell to
Liam Walker, Liz Manning (one-time President), and our current Vice
President Jennifer Cawthorne. We are grateful for their commitment
over the years, and their advice and insights. We will soon be welcoming the new Sabbatical Officer, and the newly appointed Vice Principal
of the College. As President of the Society, I was honoured to be involved in the appointment process for both these posts.
My last words must be of thanks to the committee for their
commitment to the Society, and to Simon the Principal, who during two
terms without a Vice Principal, has continued to give time and consideration to the Society. Floreat collegium!
CaNoN elizabeth fiSher, SMCS PreSideNt
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a MeSSage froM the PriNCiPal
I have great pleasure in submitting my third annual report for
the St Mary’s College Society Newsletter. Once again, I can report a
year in which the College community has achieved a balance of academic success and fulfilling social activity, with the encouragement and
involvement of our Junior, Middle and Senior Common Rooms and, of
course, the St Mary’s College Society.
As usual, the programme of events included art, drama and
music. Student productions ranged
from the traditional Christmas
pantomime, ‘Cinderella’, with the
rather non-traditional twist that it
focused on the trials and tribulations of Cindy’s freshers’ week,
finding that she has been allocated
to Castle rather than St Mary’s and
featuring a rather familiar if eccentrically-clad Fairy Godmother!
This triumph was followed by another innovative staging of 'Much Ado
about Nothing' in Epiphany term and at the time of writing we are looking forward to our summer musical 2014: ‘Rent’, a rock musical based
on ‘La Boheme’.
Music events such as ‘Mary’s Got Talent’ and ‘Live Lounge’
showcased the multiple musical accomplishments of our students, as
well as hosting occasional guest performances from members of the
Hackett Family. The St
Mary’s Choir, under the expert guidance of Joe
Schultz, performed to acclaim in services held in
the Cathedral and St Oswald’s Church. Other
events such as the annual
fashion show and the Fair

SMCSNewsletter_StMarysNewsletter 06/08/2014 14:16 Page 5

trade bake-off involved students and staff in order to raise funds for
DUCK (Durham University Charities Kommittee).
Building on the success of the Garden Party held in 2013, it was
decided that for 2014 the College would host a theatre performance of
‘Macbeth’ by Illyria, offering an outdoor theatrical experience in the
ideal setting of the SCR Lawn, inviting students, parents, staff and
alumni to enjoy a picnic and a get-together before the performance.
For the first time the College produced a calendar featuring photographs taken by students and staff, some of which were prize-winners
in the competition held alongside the Garden Party. The winning entry
for June was taken by Anne Elliott, College Archivist.
Our Artist in Residence during Epiphany Term was Basma
Nimri, an artist and writer from Jordan, whose exhibition of her work
drew visitors from across the University and interest from the local art
community. Whilst living in college, Basma produced various new
works of art inspired by St Mary’s and
Durham itself. Other visitors during the
year were two academics who benefited
from the St Mary’s College Women’s
Fellowship. Ms Aytakin Huseynli, who is
a senior social worker in Azerbaijan,
spent the Epiphany Term in Durham,
working with the School of Applied Social Sciences. Dr Ikram El-Sherif, Assistant Professor at Gulf University, shared
her research on Arab and Muslim women
in Western popular culture and spent time
in the English Department and School of
Government and International Affairs.
The College also welcomed Dr Larissa Brizhik who joined us
from the Ukraine during Epiphany Term as COFUND Fellow with the
Institute of Advanced Study. Dr Brizhik is a leading research fellow at
the Department of Nonlinear Condensed Matter Physics at Bogolyubov
Institute for Theoretical Physics in Kiev. Whilst at Mary's, Dr Brizhik
became a valued member of the college community, attending various
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dinners and events, especially enjoying the experience of the Masquerade Ball.
St Mary’s continued to excel in sport with a very high level of
participation across the College. The Principal also turned out on two
occasions to ensure victory for the table tennis first team against both St
Aidan’s College and St Cuthbert’s Society. The Old Boys’ and Girls’
Hockey Reunion in February 2014 was once again well-attended, bringing together past and present St Mary’s students.
The departure of Dr Gillian Boughton as Vice Principal and
Senior Tutor at the end of Michaelmas term was a cause for much regret
as we began the recruitment process for her successor, but also meant
that we could celebrate her immense contribution to the College over
many years. Friends and colleagues
gathered to make tribute to her at a
special dinner, which proved to be
an unforgettable occasion for all
concerned. Rather than accepting a
leaving gift, Gill asked for contributions to be made to charities for
Syrian children, but we hope that
our small token of a Japanese Maple tree will flourish in her new garden.
Finally, I am indebted to the staff of the College and to members
of the Society for their support during what has at times been a difficult
year. I would particularly like to thank Imogen Hampson-Smith who in
her year in the post of Sabbatical Development Officer has used her
skills in design and marketing to great effect, building a firm foundation
for her successor.
From this brief summary of some of the activities in college this
year, I hope you will agree with me that St Mary’s is thriving as one of
the most popular and high achieving of all Durham’s Colleges. It remains a great privilege for me to be Principal and I shall look forward
to welcoming you back to your college whenever the opportunity arises.
ProfeSSor SiMoN haCkett, PriNCiPal
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a MeSSage froM the New ViCe PriNCiPal
I am absolutely delighted to be joining St Mary's College from 1
September 2014 as the new Vice-Principal and Senior Student Support
Officer, and I appreciate the opportunity I have been given to introduce
myself to you.
I have worked at Durham University for fourteen years and for a
significant amount of that time I've had the pleasure of working with
colleagues at St Mary's College. During my time as Administrator in
the Department of English Studies, I liaised closely with Dr Gillian
Boughton as we worked together to support the students from St Mary's
studying English. In 2006, I was seconded by the University to support
four academics in establishing an inter-disciplinary Institute of Advanced Study (IAS). I was pleased that in due course this led me to
work with the then St Mary's College Principal, Professor Philip
Gilmartin, to establish two IAS Fellowships at the College. I was confident that any IAS Fellow with membership at St Mary's would be made
to feel very welcome and this always proved to be the case. Before I
have even started officially at St Mary's I have already begun to receive
that same warm welcome. The students I met during the interview
process impressed me immensely, as did the staff with their commitment to making the College a genuinely warm and friendly enviroment.
As my time at the two Colleges where I currently work as Assistant Principal (Student Support) and Assistant Senior Tutor (Van
Mildert and St Aidan's respectively) draws to a close, I look forward
very much to working with the current staff and students at St Mary's,
as well as the alumni who continue to engage with and contribute to the
College. I hope I will have the opportunity to meet many of you during
the course of the next academic year.
CatheriNe PaiNe
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a MeSSage froM SeNior StudeNt SuPPort offiCer
I took up the post of Senior Student Support Officer at the College in late April. I am currently at the College for just one day a week
because of my other University post at Josephine Butler College. When
my post at Butler ends in September, I will become half-time at Marys.
I have been working in the University since 1983. I was originally appointed as a Lecturer in Computer Science, but in the 1990s I
retrained in the University as a counsellor. I also became a Deputy Head
of the Faculty of Science and managed the Natural Sciences degree programme for fifteen years. I was also Principal of St Cuthbert’s Society
for a period. I took early retirement in 2010 and started to work parttime for the University Counselling Service. Since 2011, I have worked
as a part-time Acting Senior Tutor in University College, St Cuthbert’s
Society and Josephine Butler College. I have been trained as a mediator
and I shall be working for the University’s new Mediation Service that
will be publicised later this summer.
In the time I do not work for the
University, I work as a counsellor in two
GP practices in the Durham area. Outside
of work, my partner Melanie and I regularly
run marathons and ultra marathons (distances longer than a marathon), mainly in
the countryside. That probably sounds a
strange way to relax, but it does become a
bit additive, so be very careful if you do
one!

yourS,
dr daVe robSoN
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a MeSSage froM the JCr PreSideNt
Another wonderful year at St Mary’s drew to a close with the
Great Gatsby-themed Midsummer Ball, Mary’s Day and finally graduation. Once again it has been a very successful year.
Our Arts Society has continued to grow in both size and popularity, and the year culminated with our annual musical, which this year is
‘Rent’. We have already seen some spectacular performances in the student-written pantomime, Cinderella, and a brilliant version of Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing’. Our resident jazz band, Basement
Jazz, has performed at many events in other colleges, as well as Mary’s
events, but most excitingly of all, they were one the acts at the Freshers’
Ball this year. We also had another excellent masquerade ball and the
theme of ‘Seven Deadly Sins’ was organised superbly with different
rooms dedicated to different sins. Massive thanks must go to this committee, particularly those who spent their weekends painting masks and
decorations for this event.
We have once again over-achieved in sport for a college of our
size. We now have a running club that makes running around Durham
more sociable and safer for our students. The rounders club has also
made a return to the inter-collegiate leagues this summer for the first
time in three years. The men’s basketball team has comprehensively
won the Premier League by winning every game and represented
Durham at the Durham v York colleges Varsity Day. For the first time
this year, we will be holding a Varsity Day against Trevelyan College
where we will compete in women’s football, men’s football and men’s
rugby at Durham City Rugby Club. We are hoping that this will become
an annual event and bring college sport even further into the JCR. The
first kit sponsorship deal for ‘Team Mary’s’ is also on the verge of being
completed to bring down the costs of playing college sport to all of our
teams.
The Executive Committee has once again worked tirelessly to
enhance the experience of our students. The re-brand of the welfare
committee into WAM (Welfare at Mary’s) has been an overwhelming
success and has transformed the service into an accessible and useful sU
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support network for our students. On top of this, the ‘Burst out of the
Bubble’ events have also been very well received and the ice-skating trip
to Newcastle was a particular highlight.
The Social Committee has continued to put on more great events
including the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party and the return of themes to the formal dinners (the owl at the Harry Potter Formal was a very popular attraction).
The retirement of Gillian Boughton as Vice-Principal and Senior
Tutor obviously left a hole in college that we are now in the process of
filling. The arrival of Dave Robson from Josephine Butler College is the
first step in this and Dave has slotted in perfectly and seamlessly to his
role and to the team. We will miss Gillian hugely but we look forward to
welcoming her replacement into the team at the start of the new academic year and having Gillian back for many of our events as well.
I have had a truly wonderful year as JCR President and it has
been an honour to serve our community. The students of this wonderful
college make it such an incredible place to live and work and I hope that
they continue to do so. The place would not be the same without them
and with great students come great alumni so please continue to support
both our students and St Mary’s.
Matt watSoN
JCr PreSideNt 2013-2014
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a MeSSage froM the SCr PreSideNt
St. Mary's College SCR continues to go from strength to
strength, providing an informal and lively environment for University
staff, visiting fellows, student mentors, alumni and others elected to
SCR membership by the SCR Committee. It has been a year of some
change at St. Mary's, with Gillian Boughton retiring from her role as
Senior Tutor, and so from the SCR Committee. Helen Mcaree has
kindly agreed to take over from Gillian as Culture Secretary. Nineteen
new members have joined during this last year, and many are now regulars to the various events put on by the enthusiastic SCR Committee - I
thank them for all their efforts.
The SCR Committee has over the course of this year aimed to
regularise the membership list - we have pruned the list of members
who are not current. At the AGM it was agreed that all regular members
of the SCR (which includes College staff, ex-officio members and mentors) should pay the usual membership fees, currently £30 pa (£45 per
couple). This will enable the SCR to support college students more, and
to subsidise more SCR activities, for the benefit of all members. Mentors not joining the SCR as members will still be able to use SCR facilities for mentoring activities, of course.
As in previous years, a key focus of SCR activity is around the
Tuesday High Table Formal, which provides opportunities for members
to meet colleagues, make new friends and chat over a high quality dinner. This continues to be extremely popular, with anything up to 40
members and guests attending. We have also introduced an online booking system (https://www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/hightable/), though phone or email to reception is still an option
for those who prefer that. During the year we have had 24 formal dinners, of which seven were full hall, plus one gourmet night and one
end-of-term formal. The quality of food and wine has been outstanding,
and many thanks must go the College's Head Chef Paul Embleton and
his team, and to Mike Daly for energetically organizing the drinks.
As ever, an important role of the SCR is to promote research-related activities that are broad enough to be of interest to undergraduates,
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postgraduates and non-specialists. We have enjoyed seven after-dinner
and two early evening lectures (including the St Mary’s Interdisciplinary Forum Seminar Series). The SCR has also initiated a new film
club, which has put on three showings to date, with more planned for
next academic year, following positive feedback. We have continued to
pursue a wide range of cultural events and outings, including several
trips to the theatre - three Shakespeare, one ballet, one opera and two
plays, one “Evening with...”; plus an art show, two balls, two summer
musicals, a jazz evening and a picnic on the lawn followed by an outdoor performance of Shakespeare's ‘Macbeth’. All have been well attended by SCR Committee Members. Other events are planned for the
summer vacation period.
Those wishing to learn more about the SCR can visit our webpage (www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/) or contact either myself or SCR Secretary Linda Morrison
(linda.morrison@durham.ac.uk).
Prof. keith liNdSey
SCr PreSideNt
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St Mary’S College ChaPlaiNCy
SMC ChaPel Choir: the outgoiNg aNd iNCoMiNg direCtorS of MuSiC
As an American with a Baptist/Methodist background, I knew
very little about how to guide chapel services through the Anglican
Common Worship Order used at our fortnightly college services. While
preparing for the Eucharist at my first service as College Chaplain, I
failed to break up the wafers of bread into four separate pieces. After administering these (rather oversized) wafers, I quickly set the plate of the
Bread of Christ aside to offer the wine but found all the choir members
at the altar still chewing, chewing, chewing. Finally there were some
gulps and I offered the Blood of Christ. With subtle cues, some of the
students gently made me aware that the little "cross" emblem on the
wafers is not just decorative—they serve as a perforated guide for breaking the pieces up into smaller, more digestible bits.
We all had a good laugh later in the vestry.
Because of my general ineptitude in this new style of worship, I
had to rely rather heavily on our Director of Music, Joseph Schultz. And
I have been relying on Joe ever since. He has consistently brought an exceptional degree of musical excellence and rigorous discipline to our
chapel choir while also creating a fun, interactive environment conducive for building friendships.
It is a unique skill to be able to push a choir into challenging new
musical thresholds whilst also nurturing and developing them as a
community.
And so it is with a heavy heart that we bid him farewell from behind the conductor's stand. With one year left on his PhD in Russian
music (yes, the choir has performed a number of pieces by Rachmaninov), Joe is stepping down to allow others the opportunity serve in leadership. Thankfully, he will still be singing in this community he has
helped grow and develop.
The departing is less heavy though because of the quality of the
new Director of Music just appointed. Matt Warren just finished (with
distinction) his undergraduate degree in music at Durham, and will be remaining in town for more postgraduate work. Whilst plodding through
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his course, he will be leading our enthusiastic chapel choir. Matt has gotten me even more excited about choir next year with his ideas for
singing in the local community. He is also an accomplished composer,
and hopes that St Mary's Chapel Choir will become reputed for its regular performance of student compositions.
So the choir has been in good hands, and will continue to be in
good hands. Meanwhile, I have been practicing my liturgical skills of
bread-breaking…
aNdy byerS, St Mary’S College ChaPlaiN

St Mary’S College ChriStiaN uNioN rePort
Our time looking through God’s word together as a Christian
community in college this year has had profound implications on the
way we approach Durham life. Through highs and lows, it is the most reassuring comfort of all to know that we have a sovereign king who is
concerned for our healing, forgiveness and restoration, working through
all things that we might grow into his perfect likeness of character.
Studying the book of Isaiah has reminded us that God remains
true to his promises; that even when we turn our backs on him, refusing
to submit to his ultimate authority, he will never forsake us.
‘“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing
love for you will not be shaken nor my convenant of peace be removed,” says
the Lord, who has compassion on you.’ (Isaiah 54:10)

It is that covenant of peace for which we live. Remembering that
future glory belongs to those who trust in the saving death of Jesus can
be hard in a culture which emphasises the prioritisation of self-fulfilment. That is why, in a decaying world as described in Isaiah 54, we are
committed as a Christian Union to standing firm in the truth, witnessing
to the whole college through faith and example, in the hope that we all
might join together to receive the undeserved prize of salvation awaiting
us from our God of boundless love.
will freMoNt-barNeS, SMC ChriStiaN uNioN rePreSeNtatiVe
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gardeN Party MeMorieS
Looking back at the meteorological history of the College Garden
Party, 1922 – 2013!
1922: Record of a College garden party in 'The Sphere', July, in the
garden of 8, The College in Cathedral Close, then home of St. Mary’s.
[E. Boyd: Centenary Review p110-111]
1929: Record of a going-down picnic.
1936: “The going-down picnic to Ullswater was one of the happiest
as well as the hottest expeditions we have ever had.”
[Principal R.E.Donaldson: SMCS Newsletter]
1939: The annual picnic was at Dunstanburgh with lunch on the
rocks followed by tea in Alnwick.
An end of term gathering was a long tradition going back to the “At
Home” held by the Principal and dons to which all those students
going down and some teaching staff were invited. And even further
back to the “College Picnic”, held to get the College together at the
end of the academic year.
1981: The First Annual Garden Party!
The JCR suggested a garden party should replace the tea on the last
Sunday of the Easter Term, with stalls, refreshments, entertainments, for students, staff, tutors, friends and families.
1982: Dramsoc produced a witty collection of sketches at the
garden party.
1983: “Not a cloud in the sky.”
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CuttiNgS froM the arChiVeS
1986: The JCR President said in her SMCS Newsletter report, “Some
Mary’s girls refused to let the shower spoil their day and they danced
to the Jazz Band on the SCR lawn….the end of the Easter term…phew!”
1987: Jazz Band and Morris Dancers provide entertainment!
1989: “The garden party had its usual mellow atmosphere and was
graced with glorious weather.”
1990: Yet again the garden party is forced into the dining hall by
the rain. College Colours for sport and, for the first time, the lighthearted, “Plastic Cup Awards” for categories such as “College Laugh”
and “College Soap Addict” are handed out before tea.
1991: A fairly dismal summer does not stop the garden party. “This
year we managed to get out on to the lawn for most of the afternoon
and were only forced to retire inside for the latter part of the proceedings when both the College Colours and Plastic Cups were given for
the second time.”
1993: “One of the best Garden Parties in living memory.”
1994: Easter Term is “rounded off with one of the best garden parties St. Mary’s College has ever seen, featuring Durham Light Opera
Group, a jazz pianist and saxophonist.”
1996: Sunny!
2002: Garden party celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of the main
building.
2003: An Alice in Wonderland theme! For the first time in three
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years, the weather is sunny and the garden party is held on the back
lawn. College Colours are presented.
2004: It is raining! “But we didn’t let this dampen our spirits; much
fun was had, especially on the Noah’s Ark bouncy castle” taking up
much of the space in the dining hall along with stalls. Tea then
served in the Kenworthy Hall.
2005: Mary’s Day, traditionally held on the Saturday nearest 1st
March, is moved to the Easter term and combined with the garden
party.
2007: It is warm and sunny for the retirement presentation to
Principal Jenny Hobbs.
2008: The first of the Principal’s grand garden parties, held on a
Saturday, to establish an annual celebratory and fundraising event
in support of the arts at St. Mary’s. A spectacular event in a huge
marquee on the SCR lawn where the summer ball was held a few
days beforehand. It celebrates the first men receiving degrees
alongside the last of the all-female year. Events include a ladies’ hat
competition judged by the rugby team and won by the Principal’s
wife, an auction which raises a good sum for the St. Mary’s College
Art Fund, the unveiling of portraits of three former Principals as
well as stalls, strawberry cream teas and singing by Mary’s Mixed
Voices. Lucky it is all in the marquee because the weather is showery!
2009: Mainly outside but shelter in the auction tent. Refreshments,
stalls, a hat competition and singing in the rain. Pools of water on
picnic tables!
2010: Cold, wet and windy but shelter for the stalls in gazebos;
while the choir sings, stalwarts sit at tables on the SCR lawn until
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wine-glasses start to blow away. Refuge and refreshments eagerly
sought in auction tent.
2011: Windy, wet and cold again! Tea and scones, displays, games
and competitions for all the family, a ladies’ hat competition and a
grand finale fundraising auction when some exciting surprises go
under the hammer! Further entertainment included a fortune-teller
(Ophelia Bitz of Radio 4 fame), a cultural display from the students
of Teikyo University and a sneak preview of the JCR musical
‘Cabaret’. To close, a farewell presentation to the outgoing Principal,
Professor Phil Gilmartin by the JCR, College staff and Alumni (St.
Mary’s College Society) of a surprise gift: a statue of a wild boar,
named Merlot, slightly smaller than the pair of wild boars guarding
the College drive!
2013: WARM! FINE! SUNNY! On June 15th, the Saturday of Mary’s
Weekend, the Garden Party and Family Day included exciting family-friendly activities such as face painting, children’s crafts, competitions and outdoor games including a bouncy castle. There were
stalls for hats, cakes, books, jewellery, cards and College goods, a
Japanese corner, a photographic competition and an auction.
Source of information and quotations: St. Mary’s College Society
Newsletters.
CoMPiled by aNNe elliott
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St Mary’S: 1952
reMiNiSCeNCeS of JeaN SiMPSoN (Nee farbridge)
It was truly amazing that seven years after the war (the ravages
of which, in its various fields, could only be appreciated by those of us
who had lived through it) that such an architecturally-beautiful building
with its foundation stone laid by Princess Elizabeth, was all ready for us
in 1952, almost as if by magic. Personally, I had been drawn at first to
Neville's Cross College simply because I was advised by contemporaries that in case of failure it would be easy to transfer to the teacher
training section. However, my History teacher strongly recommended
St. Mary's. As acceptance might be difficult I was encouraged to take
the Christmas exams, which involved being tested in four subjects and
having two interviews. I didn't know then that Joyce Thornton, my History teacher, had been Senior Woman in her time. Another small link
was Miss Fergusson who had given a lecture at our school on her experiences in South Africa.
As we gathered for the exams in the Close, we were delighted
by the dinky little coal fires in the bedrooms which we had to light and
maintain ourselves. Thank goodness we were preserved from the chumminess the older students recalled when everyone sat chatting around
baths in the old building. Already some students were memorable. One
was set on forging a glittering career in a sphere that ordinary mortals
could not even dream of at the time. Another seemed very confident,
tapping a spoon on the table in the dining hall and actually making an
announcement in a clear impressive voice.
I was overjoyed when soon afterwards I was offered a provisional place but inevitably wondered "Why me?" Later I found out that
Mary's students were considered to be easily recognisable - perhaps because many were daughters of the clergy and many others seemed to
land up as vicar's wives, or nuns or missionaries. Some thought that tall
people might be favoured, which was perhaps my category. Maybe,
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above all, it was social responsibility that was the favoured criterion.
Miss Fergusson prepared a speech for the opening of the new building
(which, alas, never materialised) in which she referred to the Warden's
speech at the Laying of the Foundation Stone, recalling Pilgrim's
Progress "and the stately Palace, the name whereof was Beautiful, and
there dwell within grave and beautiful damsels whose names were Discretion, Prudence, Piety and Charity". Maybe these were the qualities
that she most admired.
For our registration ceremony we attended the Great Hall of the
Castle where, nervously pompous, we waited in long files bedecked in
cap and gown for Miss Fergusson to introduce us to the Chancellor, and
we had to write our names in a huge book. Sir James Duff, Warden of
the Durham Colleges, assured us that after this we would have the full
dignity of Durham University behind us, which was cheering, but also
involved a sobering responsibility.
At the end of four happy years it was a poignant moment when I
waved goodbye to some good friends. The final second of college life,
when I crossed the threshold of the front door, made me well aware that
I also had behind me the strength of the many friendships developed
over the years. We all agreed that Miss Fergusson was good at matching
people to share rooms in the first year. Later circumstances may have
driven us apart but we have kept in touch and at a moment's notice the
old strong bonds that united us can be immediately recalled to empathise, sympathise and share in success.
The college was then surrounded by the countryside and one
morning there were even stray cows grazing on the front lawn. Dr.
Jenkinson in her time welcomed sparrows, who regularly popped into
her flat for treats. From the East Wing there was a tantalising view of a
hillside beyond the road with a path skirting the trees. During the exams
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we used to enjoy racing up this hillside for exercise and counteract it
later by sitting on the carpet, in an utterly decadent fashion, smoking
elegant red Du Maurier cigarettes. Otherwise, thankfully, we didn't
smoke at all. It was reported that one student was even more fascinated
by the hillside and regularly had breakfast under a tree. At the end of
the first year we had an Open Day when relays of students conducted
visitors around the college. Living locally I was able over my four years
to entertain a steady stream of visitors, including family, my former
teachers, school friends, architects and other acquaintances. There was
a great deal of interest in the new college throughout the region.
The first days at college were very exciting. Everyone was
friendly and you just had to pop your head round the JCR door and you
were invited to take part in the writing of the script for the Freshers’
Concert, which went very well in spite of fears. Informal dinners were
arranged on Wednesdays and Sundays but otherwise we had to wear
gowns. They were obligatory for lectures, for after dusk, services in the
cathedral and formal occasions. Dinner could be quite time-consuming
but the conversation was usually very interesting. At the Christmas dinner we wore academic evening dress, changing afterwards to go carol
singing. In one house in South Street we were hospitably invited inside,
lining the stairs and filling the hall. Then we were off to the market
place where we surrounded an embarrassed policeman in the middle of
the square, who was sheltering in his little box on traffic duty. Next we
proceeded to the Close, singing more carols and visiting the Deanery.
Our own small chapel was then in the basement so we held our carol
service in St. Mary-le-Bow, which was big enough to accommodate relatives.
There were many northern students but I found the north-south
divide was interesting - southern accents were very impressive, erroneously implying wealth. At that time the radio could sound very posh,
but television, rarely seen, had not then had an influence. One northern
student admitted to changing her accent in the middle of her bus-ride
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home. Even the most ardent preservers of their regional accent have
been affected by a natural tendency to mimic as we found on long comparatively isolated family holidays in France when our own language
changed as French words inevitably crept in. One gifted language student confessed to actually adopting the accent of the person to whom
she was speaking, which could be embarrassing for both, especially in
the case of a Scottish lecturer.
Society had already begun to change with the introduction of educational grants. The authorities were well-aware of the threatening
“birth-rate bulge years” when, particularly in teaching, preparations
were needed. A major university scholarship award could be as much as
£210 as opposed to a state scholarship at Oxbridge of £270. (This compares to a salary of £408, after tax, for a graduate teacher in 1956.) We
were the generation that had survived the war and could not be easily
seduced into spending. Happiness came cheaply.
At one time I recall us all chatting happily as we enjoyed filing away at
the back of buttons to stick on to ear clips, providing ourselves with
much variety and unimaginable glamour. I remember the students being
very tastefully dressed. My friend had a radio but she was in the minority. For news we depended on the newspapers in the JCR. Food was appreciated after rationing but our appetites did not spoil our mostly
sylph-like figures. We walked absolutely everywhere and were often rewarded by good advice meted out by older students on the way to
Palace Green. However, one of our students did have an impressive
sports car.
By careful saving, some aspiring globe trotters, with the help of
the National Union of Students, could save for trips to pastures new,
even abroad. This was at a time when travel was not as easy as nowadays. More subtle social adjustments were taking place. Wealthier
parents, whose children received no grants, might not prove so generous
or marital circumstances might have changed.
As late as June 1953 we were suffering from hiccups in the cen
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tral heating system which I referred to in a letter: "Last week, with the
bad weather, our rooms were very cold. The two Joans are in our room
all the time and we wrap ourselves in gowns, scarves and thick blankets, swotting in our cold garret. The four of us have become very
friendly this term - we have tea together and everything. They are in
our room all day and we help each other. Really our room is rather untidy because there are books, cushions, blankets all over the place - my
table is littered. All the rooms in the college seem the same at the moment. We've developed a marvellous system as regards tea this term to
save the washing up - everyone keeps the same cup so that we have
only four cups to wash up every day instead of twelve.” We often benefitted from the seasoned advice of the cleaners who allowed us to
stay in the room if we kept our feet tucked up. They chatted away giving us advice, and the college authorities kept an eye on us then as they
were in loco parentis till we were twenty-one.
After each exam I always ceremoniously placed the relevant
books behind the drawers, wiping my mind clean for the next exam.
However, so as not to leave anyone in suspense, by the 5th of June I
was reporting that I could understand the French translation apart from
a few isolated words and could write quite a lot about the history questions, rather than being left with nothing to say as expected. Panic over!
The sermons in chapel stressing the sin of anxiety must have been very
effective. My examinations were written with a fountain pen in real ink
and I remember my right hand showing proof of it.
In contrast, I received a letter from St. John's College, Cambridge saying: "Last night we had the college Coronation dinner, which
was free and a very good meal it was. Cocktail Elizabeth (Beaujolais),
Poularde Bordelaise, new potatoes, green peas, French salad.
Fruit salad/ fresh cream. Jambon au Casino. Champagne . THE
QUEEN."
I replied: "Fancy you having such a tip-top dinner for the Coronation. Obviously such a well-endowed ancient college makes a differ
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ence. We had everything as usual, apart from a small piece of cake. In
fact we were so hard-working on Tuesday that we hardly knew there
was a coronation.” My mother did call in with a coconut cake and some
flowers on the way to watch a friend's television!

JeaN SiMPSoN (Nee farbridge) waS a
StudeNt at St. Mary’S College 195256. She iS Very iNtereSted iN loCal aNd
faMily hiStory aNd iS the author of the
hiStoriCal NoVel, tyNedale, Set iN SeVeNteeNth CeNtury North eaSt.

her
NoVel iS aVailable iN MaNy librarieS.
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MeMorieS of rooM Six
Alumni returning to St Marys after a number of years are used
to finding changes to the college buildings.
In the 1950s, there was the move from the Bailey to the magnificent Fergusson Building; in the 60s, the addition of the Williamson
Building, designed to allow the wonderful view of the Cathedral still
from the top of the steps.
In the 80s and 90s, the extensions to both buildings appeared,
with the first ensuite rooms, the additional meeting and seminar rooms,
and of course the Kenworthy Hall extension to the dining hall area of
the Fergusson Building. All of these extensions have added to the grace
and elegance of the college facilities.
But there was one small price to pay; ‘Room 6’.
In the 1970s when I was an undergraduate, room allocations
were simple. As a fresher, you chose between sharing a room for the
first term only with someone you obviously had not met before, or
choosing a room mate for the Epiphany and Easter terms. In your second and third years, you could live in or out; many including myself
stayed in college for three years. Then you took part in an annual ballot
for rooms, keeping the allocated one for the whole year.
Not every fresher had to share. I had a fear of sharing, desperately needing my own space, and so chose the Michaelmas Term only
share option, it being shorter, while filling in the questionnaire in such a
way that no one in their right mind would ever allocate me a roommate! I got room 213, as it was then (now) in the New Building. I “forgot” to choose a roommate in December and hoped: yes they left me in
room 213 for the rest of my first year!
In the ballot for my second year, when you were guaranteed a
single room with as many as possible being in the main (now Fergusson) building, I got room six. Oh the laughter of my friends! The general view was that having successfully avoided sharing in first year, I
had got my comeuppance with the second year allocation.
I didn’t share that view.

SMCSNewsletter_StMarysNewsletter 06/08/2014 14:16 Page 26

Room six was the first room you came to on the right as you entered the west ground floor corridor. The Senior Woman, as she was
then, lived in room one at the far end of that corridor, and the Bursar
opposite in Room seven. The others were single bedrooms. Room six
had a fault, in that it was next door, not to the ladies’ toilets as it would
be now, but to the gents’, as the toilets were the other way round in the
70s. That is why my friends laughed. They said it would be noisy, being
so near the dining hall, telephones and main corridor. And as for the
gents’ toilet, well...
I loved that room! A decent size, it was painted pale yellow and
the first thing that struck you on entering was the elegance and light of
the long, almost floor-to-ceiling white painted sash window giving a
view of the gardens. There were fragrant roses under the window then.
Even simply furnished as all undergraduate rooms were, with
single bed and small table, desk and chair, bookcase, wardrobe and
sink, it had an elegance and charm that my first year room had lacked. I
quickly settled in, unpacking, putting up posters and pictures, and arranging the furniture with the desk by the long window so I could study
with a garden view.
The room has gone now. It is the entrance lobby to Kenworthy
Hall.
But it could tell some tales! The window opened wide at the bottom, so if you or friends forgot their keys they could climb in and roll
under the desk late at night. Occasionally I would be roused by a sharp
knocking on the bottom window panes as someone wished to make use
of this facility. I was known for going to bed late and for being tolerant
of drunkenness and similar shenanigans, so it was my window most
people chose if locked out.
Sometimes that summer we opened the window wide and socialised in the garden and in my room, pouring wine and playing music,
until someone upstairs complained that we were being too loud and we
had to apologise and shush each other as we crept back into the room
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and turned the volume down.
The room was so convenient for everything! Meals, JCR Meetings, the internal mail, the stairs to the basement with the creepy pipes,
the bar and the buttery as the little shop was then called. I could literally
fall out of bed and into breakfast. I loved it.
As for the Gents’ loo, well, if you put a glass to the wall, you
could hear everything said in there. If the men were loud, as they sometimes were having imbibed freely in the College Bar, then you didn’t
need the glass! I loved to play music, both rock and classical, but sometimes when I’d retired to bed to read (as I read English I did this a lot
when I wasn’t sleepy) you were distracted from your book by the chat
through the wall. I used to hear a lot of amusing conversations. Fortunately I have never been a gossip, which meant that firstly people used
to tell me things because they knew it would go no further, and secondly, I wouldn’t repeat what I heard in there. Until I heard a boyfriend
of whom I was passionately enamoured boasting to his mates about another conquest in college! It was with great difficulty that I refrained
from emptying the next morning’s porridge pan over the relevant girl’s
head!
Sometimes I would lie in bed watching the moon shining over
the garden, and the flittering shadows across the lawn. Room six encapsulates many of my happiest memories of college life. I wish I had
taken a photograph. But I thought it would always be there. Now it exists only in my memory.
Places absorb the feelings and atmosphere poured into them,
however. When I got over the first shock, on attending a reunion in the
1990s, of finding the room demolished to make way for the entrance to
the Kenworthy Hall, I stood in the space where my bed had been, and
listened for the memories I had of that room. I thought I heard the echo
of the music I used to play and the whisper of the breeze in the garden
at night.
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Once I drew a little star in indelible silver ink on the wall by my
bedside. Why, I have now forgotten, but despite being painted over, it
has appeared recently through the paint on the walls. Sometimes when I
go into Kenworthy Hall, I stop and listen with all my senses. Room six
always comes back: sometimes a faint sound from the stereo system or
the garden outside; sometimes the smell of roast meat drifting in from
the formal Sunday lunch; sometimes the glitter of sunshine on the low
window.
If you want to know what it looked like, room five was almost
identical. Last Open Day that room was on show, and it made me sad to
stand in it and remember living in room six. Such days will never come
again.
In my third year I was allocated room thirty-five on the second
floor, generally thought to be a nicer and certainly a quieter room. But it
wasn’t room six. I was happier there. I even included it in a poem once.
I’d love to hear from anyone else who lived in room six before
or since. I lived there in 1976-77.
ChriStiNe wright
SeCretary SMCS
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St Mary’S aluMNi aNgelS
I’d like to begin this article by stating what an honour and pleasure it has been to serve the college and her alumni in my year here as
Sabbatical Development and Alumni Relations Officer. Those of you I
have met in person or spoken to via email and social media have reminded me time and again how special Mary’s is, not just as a beautiful
physical place but as a long-standing community of warm and inspiring
people. I can only hope that I meet many more of you at alumni events in
the future.
I am going to use this space in the Society newsletter to talk
about just one of this year’s many projects, our new careers guidance
scheme, Mary’s Alumni Angels: a scheme which I passionately feel is
of particular interest to both current students and alumni.
If you missed the introduction to the scheme set out in the
‘Friends of St Mary’s Magazine’, the idea is a simple one. We aim to
link current students and recent graduates with professional alumni in
their chosen field. It is hoped the scheme will provide opportunities for
networking, career research, CV evaluations and sharing experiences of
life at Mary’s and in the big bad world outside. Perhaps alumni will be
willing to give advice on interviews and assessment centres or answer
questions about the best graduate schemes and companies to work for.
We have recently conducted a small trial of the scheme in which
ten second year students were linked with career mentors who signed up
for our first recruitment drive earlier this year. This trial has been a significant success, with one student commenting:
‘I've been given some really helpful advice about careers, my
course at the moment and decisions for next year. We've also been able
to talk about our experiences at Mary's which has been nice too. Overall
I'm very pleased I signed up for this, thank you for making us aware of
it!’
This term I am keen to expand the scheme to all students in
search of a guide to aid them in the difficult process of starting their careers. To do this I will need to triple the size of our mentor pool and I
would be so grateful if anybody reading this feels they could offer their
time and expertise to help Mary’s Students. Whether you are a recentgraduate just finishing the first year of your graduate scheme or an estab
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lished CEO of a multinational company, you have something valuable to
offer our students. Becoming a career mentor is a fantastic way to support college in a non-monetary capacity, lending your time and expertise
to guide a fellow Mary’s student in their chosen path. How useful would
a career mentor have been to you, when you were first searching for
jobs? In today’s highly competitive employment market, wouldn’t it be
great to give a student a head start in your sector?
We are extremely fortunate to be members of a college with such
an extraordinarily diverse and powerful network of alumni. Together,
we can work to support our current students’ career ambitions, prospects
and employability. The integration of our professional alumni and present undergraduates is currently one of our most important initiatives, and
one in which we hope to see further participation and engagement as the
project develops.
Current students have a wide range of career interests and aspirations. Many aim for graduate trainee positions but there are also many
students who don't want to apply for formal graduate schemes or are interested in voluntary work and postgraduate study. Not only is it incredibly rewarding to directly support a fellow Marian’s first step on the
career ladder, but you may perhaps discover that your mentee would be
an ideal candidate for a placement/internship in your field of work.
I would like to encourage all our alumni who feel able to give a
small amount of time to register with our Careers Network. Don’t worry
about it being an onerous time commitment: all contact is remote (usually via email/social networking). A guide can choose how many students they would like to speak to and how many times they wish to be
contacted.
Sign-up can be completed through the college website at this address https://www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/alumni/careers/signup
Thank you for taking the time to read this and thank you again to everyone who has made my year here so wonderful!
iMogeN haMPSoN-SMith, SabbatiCal deVeloPMeNt offiCer
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St Mary’S College reuNioN 2014
20th SePteMber, 2014
Dear Members,
This year you are all cordially invited to our reunion day. We
are delighted that once again this will coincide with the pre-application open days, affording members the chance to interact with potential future members of our College. We know from feedback
received last year that our presence and interactions with members
were much valued by the applicants.
Members have the option of staying overnight and attending
an evening meal with a twist on the Saturday. St Mary’s is at long
last gaining a new server and thus our meal has been relocated to
the Lindisfarne Centre at St Aidan’s. We are sure members will appreciate once again beholding the magnificent view from St Aidan’s
lofty position. On Saturday there will be a range of events that are
detailed below:
Saturday 20th:
1.30 PM
Meeting & greeting time with tea & coffee
2.00PM

agM in holdsworth room

4.00PM

Cream tea (guests welcome)

5.00 PM

Chapel service with choir

7.00PM

Pre-dinner drinks & dinner at
lindisfarne Centre (£40 per head)

The shop will be open in the Donaldson Room throughout with a
range of Mary’s goodies!
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To book for the reunion please visit the reunions page of our website. Full details of all prices and how to book can be found there.
For those of you receiving this publication in hard copy, you should
have already received a reunion information letter. To book, please
telephone or write to the college. Bookings must be made by the
29th of August 2014.
We look forward to seeing you at the event.
yours, SMCS Committee
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St Mary’S College SoCiety:
reunion report 2013
This year’s reunion attracted 34 attendees for meals over the
weekend and another three for specific events. The weekend clashed
with a University Open Day as happened last year, but we were prepared for this, using the Holdsworth and Donaldson suite on Saturday
for the AGM with the larger Holdsworth room set up with the shop,
tea/coffee and chairs, which encouraged us to sit and chat during the
day. This gave us our own space away from the madding crowds who
inhabited the more usual common rooms in the main building. Members enjoyed mixing with prospective students and their parents; sharing experiences and as always happens on these occasions learning a
great deal in return.
The arrangements worked so well that we voted to repeat the
weekend next year with the agreement of the Principal and staff. In this
way returning members can see the College bustling with activity and
meet prospective students and their families, which adds to the already
vibrant and active community at St Mary's.
The Reunion dinner was excellent with the subsequent disco
being so energetic that some members sought refuge in the Kenworthy
Hall, whilst others tripped the light fantastic.
The usual exceptional standard of food was provided throughout
the weekend, thanks to our excellent chef and his team. I don’t think
any of us went home hungry. All the domestic arrangements ran very
smoothly.
Afternoon tea on Saturday took place in the Donaldson Room,
which ensured it was a much more relaxed occasion than previously.
The food was fabulous. In fact, whilst we were enjoying our cream tea,
some of the prospective students wandered in as part of their College
tour. We encouraged them to join us for a chat, which they seemed to
appreciate. They all impressed us as being confident, keen and delightful young people and if these were a sample of the students we are attracting, then we know the College’s future is assured.
Thanks must go to the administration team for all their hard
work. Every detail was well thought through. Thanks are also extended
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to the porters on duty over the weekend as they were so helpful and also
ensured that parking was available when needed and the disabled parking bays were not abused.
The name badges were excellent this year and a template created
for the future. The new Society banner was in evidence to welcome our
members, and Christine, our Secretary, prepared some laminated signs,
including lots of arrows to direct those who were uncertain where
rooms were and these could be moved as needed.
The AGM went very well, relaxed and yet productive, thanks to
our President, Elizabeth Fisher. She was much in evidence throughout
the weekend, encouraging a happy and friendly atmosphere and once
again promoting the College to prospective students and their parents.
The Chapel service was well supported and we had a chance to
meet our new Chaplain, Rev Andy Byers. Rev Shelagh Jones led the
service. It was unfortunate that the proposed Music Reunion never
gained sufficient support and it was kind of Liz Manning to try to set up
a little choir to sing at the service, but even this did not take off. Many
thanks must go to her for all her efforts, especially for playing for us.
The trip to see the Lindisfarne Gospels on the Sunday morning
was a highlight for many, and enabled members to visit the cathedral as
well.
At lunch on Sunday, we took the
opportunity to acknowledge the input to
the Society of the Vice-Principal and Senior Tutor, Dr Gillian Boughton, who was
retiring at Christmas. This was the last opportunity to thank her at a Society event
and she was most touched by our appreciation and presentation.
As always, our College Archivist,
Anne Elliott, created a wonderful display
of archive material and photos on display
for everyone to enjoy. She also devised a
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short quiz on post boxes round Durham, which proved quite tricky.
It was good to see Andy Hopkins with us this year and he ensured all ran smoothly behind the scenes and organised any help needed
during the weekend.
My personal thanks are extended to all who helped at this year’s
Reunion, especially to Christine and Elizabeth, as I spent some time in
hospital during the year and they continued with the arrangements so
seamlessly during this time. The weekend went so smoothly and efficiently and was very relaxed and enjoyable also.
Ideas that sprang forth for next year’s reunion were noted with
enthusiasm.

Margaret ColliNS, reuNioN Co-ordiNator
(Nee PurNell 1965-68

St Mary’S College SoCiety agM report
The Annual General Meeting of the St Mary’s College Society
took place in the Holdsworth Room in College on Saturday 21st September 2013, during the Annual Reunion. As the Reunion and AGM
once again were held the same weekend as the Open Day, when hundreds of potential students were in college seeing what Durham and St
Marys have to offer, we moved base to the Holdsworth and Donaldson
Rooms in order to allow space for students and their families in the
main college building. However we were still able to meet with many
potential undergraduates and their parents during the Saturday, so the
move worked well for all.
Twenty one members were present representing six decades,
with four apologies from members who usually attend, but were prevented from doing so. Two of these were on account of ill health, so the
Secretary wrote on behalf of the Society to both Elizabeth Boyd and
Mary Hawgood to wish them well.
Members gave reports on aspects of the Society’s work including: finance, the newsletter, the website, the replacement of the Fifty
Six Book Fund by the new SMCS Book Fund, travel bursaries and
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archives, for which new display space and website area have been provided. Members were also to be offered an Archive Quiz featuring postboxes of Durham, after the AGM! The Principal provided a report on
recent developments in college, in particular Visiting Fellowships, Arts
and sports developments, the opening of the terrace, Academic successes, new social space developments, and staffing changes in particular the imminent retirement of Dr Gillian Boughton, Senior Tutor.
There were three Committee Vacancies for 2013-14.
There were two candidates for Election: Mrs Sylvia Graham (Bruce
1958-62) and Mr Andy Hopkins (2005-2012). Both were duly elected to
serve for 3 years to 2016.
It was a successful meeting with representation from different age
groups of Alumni.
The meeting closed at 11.40 am.

CoMing Soon: SMCS agM: 20th SepteMber, 2014
The Annual General Meeting of St Mary’s College Society will
take place in the Holdsworth Room, St Mary’s College at 2pm as part of
the afternoon reunion.
Whatever your years in college, you are welcome to join us. A
delicious cream tea will be provided for after the meeting, so this year
we do need to know numbers in advance in order to cater for this.
Please fill in the online booking form online (or included with your
print copy of this newsletter) or contact Karen Fisher by phone in college. There is no charge for the cream tea.
Papers for the AGM will be available for when you arrive.
eleCtion of ViCe preSident
Our Vice President, Jennifer Cawthorne is standing down when her
term of office expires this September, so we need to elect a successor to
serve from 2014-2018. The Vice President is a member of the Standing
Committee of four officers: President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer.
We usually meet once between each of the main Committee
meetings and deal with any urgent business which cannot wait until the
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next meeting, liaising with other Committee members usually by email
when necessary.
As the three officers are all alumni from the 60s or 70s, it would
be good to have a representative of more recent alumni interested in this
post. Further details can be obtained from the President, Canon Elizabeth Fisher at elizabeth.fisher@btinternet.com
eleCtion of CoMMittee MeMberS
There will be up to eight vacancies this September for one, two
or three years. You do not have to live in Durham and can serve as a
very recent graduate or a “mature” alumni. This is an excellent way to
stay in touch with college and to work with and support current students.
If you are interested and want to find out more about the committee and its work, please feel free to email the President, Canon Elizabeth Fisher as above.
Nominations for Vice President or Committee Members (please
state your willingness to serve one, two or three years), will be accepted
from now up to the start of the AGM. Please email nominations to the
Secretary, Christine Wright: wrightchristine052@gmail.com
Nominations must include the name and address of the nominee and the
names of a proposer and seconder. Do also remember to give your name
as known in college and your years of study.
We look forward to seeing you on the 20th September!
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the SMCS book fuNd
Dear Members,
As stated in last year's newsletter the SMCS Book Fund began
operating in this academic year. Having advertised in the first four
weeks of Michaelmas Term we received applications and made the decisions through a committee process. Should any member require further
information regarding the process I am happy to provide it, but the main
subject of this piece is to ask for members' help.
The Society Committee agreed to fund this new enterprise to the
tune of £2000 for the 2013-14 academic year, with the hope that following
this initial year fundraising would enable the fund to continue. Whilst we
have received some generous donations, for which I thank those members, we need more help to continue this most worthwhile endeavour.
To illustrate the need for this fund I thought I would first use some numbers and then some extracts from reports submitted in June 2014 by beneficiaries. Sadly, due to government decisions today's student will incur
£9000 per year in course fees, £6929 per year in college fees, plus living
expenses. Given that the current level of the student loan is far below the
cost of the college accommodation alone, clearly student budgets are severely stretched. In this context even relatively modest extra funding
sources for such things as books can be vital to ensure the students do
not suffer and are enabled to achieve not only their academic potential,
but also enjoy being part of the wider university community as active
participants in sports, cultural activities and college life.
This year's reports reaffirm the importance of the fund. Beth
Woodley, a second year student reading Combined Honours in Arts reports that: ‘Overall, these books have really enhanced my learning over
the past year and I wouldn’t have otherwise been able to purchase my
own copies due to my financial situation. I am grateful for the money
and that such a fund exists to help students pursue their studies to the
highest level.’
Further evidence of the good achieved by the Fund is found in
the report of William Pinkney-Baird, a second year History student: ‘All
three of these books have been instrumental in my studies of this module. I made use of them on an almost weekly basis as part of the key
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reading for each lecture, used them heavily in my essays, and used them
over the holidays to revise key aspects of this module. It was particularly
important for me to have access to these books in order to revise for the
exams, reviewing concepts I needed to be familiar with for the exam,
such as power, politics, space, the nation and the state. I have kept all
three books in a very good condition, without any writing or marks inside them, and will be donating them to the St. Mary's College Library
so that future Mary's students will be able to make use of them in their
studies.’
Should you, as a member of our Society choose to donate monies
to support this most needed of funds, you will be helping today’s students to fulfil their potential whilst continuing in the best traditions of
alumni adding to the academic life of the college and thereby ensuring
that all we are proud of about Mary’s and indeed the University of
Durham.
Mr SteVeN SPeNCer (2005-9)
SMCS book fuNd CoMMittee ChairMaN
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SoCiety traVel burSarieS
A meeting was held on Thursday, 14th February, 2014, followed by another on 1st May, in order to discuss the applications
for travel bursaries, provided by six donors, including that of St
Mary’s College Society, which this year increased its funding to
£1000. After much discussion, it was agreed by the Committee that
the following five students were suitable candidates for the Society’s bursaries.
Sarah bridge – final year english student, who intends to travel
next year.
Destination: Sri Lanka for six weeks, where she will work with
street children, and then continue to travel in the Far East, where
she hopes to obtain paid work, as long as funds allow.
graci foo – 2nd year international relations
Graci wants to attend the Harvard Project ‘Conference for Asian &
International Relations’ to be held at Harvard. She believes that this
will be valuable for her studies in Durham.
Soreen ohanees – 2nd year biomedical Sciences
Soreen has volunteered to work with children with sight problems
in Yerevan Special School in Armenia, and then will spend three
days trekking up the second highest mountain in Armenia. She has
made excellent preparation for the trip, having completed a CPR &
First Aid course, and obtained a valid European driving licence.
Jonathan turnock – Ma course in Mediaeval history
Jonathan will, this year, be part of a team researching surviving Romanesque sculpture in Gloucestershire, and doing site reports intended for future publication.
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Christopher worssam - 3rd year Psychology student
Christopher intends to spend six weeks staying with a family, whom
he met while doing charity work in Sri Lanka last year, helping
street children, and working in a home for the elderly and teaching
the nurses English He wants to see how the work which he did last
year, has endured, and to continue the work this year. He will then
travel on to Hong Kong, Australia and New Zealand where he hopes
to work in the Department of Conservation. Later in 2015, he hopes
to visit South East Asia.
dr. dorothy MiddletoN
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aNNouNCeMeNtS
Mrs Margaret ann thornhill (1920 to 8 August 2013), was a graduate
of St Mary’s College, University of Durham. Following Durham her
successful and varied career included time as a modern languages
school teacher. She married the Reverand Raymond Thornhill, a
Durham Hebrew lecturer who sadly died in 1993. Margaret rose to be
Mayor of Durham from 1966 to 1967, later also serving on Mary’s
Governing Body and being an active member of the SCR. In her later
years she moved to Surrey to be closer to her daughter and it was in this
county that she passed from this life into the Kingdom of God.
patience purchas (hutchinson) 1958-1961 died on November 22nd
2013 following a fall which led to complications. Her untimely departure was both sad and sudden, and for the Society represents the loss of
a member who retained a long standing interest in the college.
Shaun Storey (former St Mary’s porter)
The SMCS Committee were greatly saddened by the death of former St
Mary’s porter Mr Shaun Storey. A well-known figure during his time at
St Mary’s, Shaun was regarded as a reliable and caring member of the
college team, going beyond the letter of his job to ensure he could deliver the best service for our students.
Shaun leaves behind a wife, a daughter, stepchildren and a loving family. Of some comfort is the fact that in his last years he achieved the
happiness that he had been searching for having been forced to retire
from St Mary’s due to ill health.
A delegation from St Mary’s, led by Dr Gillian Boughton, represented
the College at his funeral, which was well attended at Durham
Crematorium on the 20th of May 2014. Many stories were shared from
an eventful life that was well lived as a family man.
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