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a MeSSage froM the SMCS PreSideNt
I am now in the second year as President of the Society and am
realising afresh how fortunate we all are to belong to Mary’s. Recently, a
survey was undertaken in the university, the results of which showed
how well our college is regarded by current students. This was true not
only in terms of the physical environment but, perhaps more importantly, in terms of the quality of community life experienced. It is my
hope that whatever our generation, we found Mary’s not only to have the
most incomparable view in Durham (if not the world!), but that ours was
a college where we were all valued as individuals with our own gifts and
talents. It may be for this reason that we are still one of the most popular
colleges in terms of applications in the university. Long may that
continue!
It is certainly the case that we attract students who are adventurous and life affirming. However, in the current economic climate extracurricular activities can be very costly. One of my tasks, and a
pleasurable one at that, is to chair the Travel Bursaries Committee,
which meets twice a year to disburse funds to applicants to expand their
horizons, or to attend a conference that will enhance their course of
study. There are a number of charitable funds, only one of which is the
Society’s. In the past we have funded this work rather modestly. However, at our November meeting, we agreed to increase our contribution
this year, and we hope to be able to do this on a regular basis. This increase is one of the benefits that has arisen since the committee wisely
decided (before my time) to encourage members to read the newsletter
electronically, and thereby reduce our stationary and postage costs. One
of the few requirements the committee makes of the students who are
successful in their application is that they produce a short report of their
travels. You will be able to read a recent travel reports later in this
newsletter. I am sure you, like me, will be impressed by what some have
achieved both for themselves physically and intellectually, and also in
terms of community building.
But it is not only extracurricular activities that can be very costly.
Many students over recent years have benefited from the generous
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support of the donors to the Fifty-Six Book Fund. This fund is now nearing the end of its life, and both the committee and the student recipients
are extremely grateful for the monies disbursed. Your committee is
currently seeking new ways of creating a continuing book fund that will
aid current and future students to acquire essential texts. We look forward in the next newsletter to informing you of the new fund. If this is an
activity that would appeal to you, donations would be gladly accepted.
In the years ahead the committee will strive to maintain our good
traditions and will seek new ways of supporting current students as well
as keeping in touch with graduates. We hope to sponsor age-related as
well as generational-specific activities both in Durham and in convenient regional centres. Let us know what may appeal to you.
It was with great sadness that the Principal announced to the congregation at the college carol service in the Cathedral the death of Helen,
a first year student, who had suffered a chronic illness. Current students
have raised money to assist the charity that was concerned with that illness. The Society committee decided to purchase and place a hardwood
bench in her memory near the newly created eco-garden, close to the refurbished forecourt. Whether our time in the college is long or short,
once we belong to Mary’s it is a life-long association.
CaNoN elizabeth fiSher, SMCS PreSideNt
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a MeSSage froM the PriNCiPal
Although I can scarcely believe it, this is my second annual report for
the newsletter. Being Principal at St Mary’s continues to be a real joy
and I am delighted to be able to reflect on another memorable year during which our community has achieved academic and research success
balanced with rewarding social activity through our vibrant Senior,
Middle and Junior Common Rooms and our alumni association, the St
Mary’s College Society.
Following the 60th
anniversary of the opening of the
Fergusson building in the
Michaelmas term, we hosted an
event to celebrate the opening of
the St Mary’s Terrace by the Mayors of Durham and Stockton. Now
restored to its original design, the
terrace is being used as recreational area for student activities
rather than a car park and the change has considerably enhanced the
college environment.
We continue to promote the college as a centre for research and
scholarship and during the year we welcomed IAS Fellows from St Andrews, Harvard and Otago Universities, who delivered lectures reflecting on the passage of time, Spanish cinema and Roman art and
architecture. We have hosted two Co-fund Fellows from China and a
further Fellow from India all of whom have forged important links with
Durham academic departments during their time at the college.
A highlight this year was the award of the first St Mary’s College Visiting Women’s Fellowship to Dr Monica Singhania from the
University of Delhi, marking the history of the college as a pioneering
centre of education for women. During her visit she delivered a lecture
on Global Financial Crisis and presented papers at Durham University
and conferences throughout the UK. Monica has also provided a separate report of her time in college for this newsletter. I would like to
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thank those members of the alumni body who contributed funds towards supporting this scheme. I am also pleased to announce that our
second annual Visiting Women’s Fellow, Dr. Ikram El-Sherif who is
Assistant Professor in English at the Gulf University for Science and
Technology in Egypt will join us in the forthcoming academic year. Dr
El-Sherif’s research focuses on the analysis of the images of Arab and
Muslim women in Western popular culture, in literature written by
women of Arab origins living in the West, and in the folk traditions of
her native region in Egypt. We are looking forward to welcoming her to
the college in due course.
We enjoyed a full programme of art, music and drama, including
exhibitions of work from artists Elizabeth Crossley and Roar Kjaernstad. Our students held a well-supported annual pantomime which this
year saw an interesting take
on the Robin Hood legend in
which St Mary’s students triumphed over the centralising
forces of the Vice Sheriff of
Durham. More traditionally,
presented in the Epiphany
term was an ambitious production of ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’ which transformed the dining hall into a
magical Shakespearean forest. At the time of writing, we are also awaiting this year’s summer musical ‘Footloose’ as well as our Summer Garden Party and Family Day. Sporting success at St Mary’s is underlined
by our position in second place in the overall Team Durham Colleges
Points Table and in first place in the table when adjusted for College
size. Our new eco-garden was planned, landscaped and planted by students this year with advice from Estates & Buildings and seating has
been installed, courtesy of the St Mary’s College Society, in memory of
a first year student who sadly passed away in Michaelmas term and who
is much missed. Activities are very rich and varied in College, including
at the special request of the JCR, a number of ‘Dog Therapy’ sessions
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which were organised to relieve dissertation and exam stress.
We have seen a number of
staff changes during the year. Our Assistant Senior Tutor, Dr Katharine
Goda, went off on maternity leave before giving birth to her baby daughter
Martha, and we have been fortunate
to bring Dr Linda Yang into college
as her replacement. Similarly, we said
goodbye to Reverend Jenny Moberly
but have welcomed Reverend Andrew
Byers as College Chaplain.
Most significantly in terms of
staffing, I can also announce that our wonderful Vice Principal and Senior Tutor, Dr Gillian Boughton, will be retiring from College after 13
years in her role at the end of December 2013. I cannot adequately summarise here the major contribution that Gillian has made to the College
community or to the cohorts of students who have benefited from her
unyielding support over the years. Needless to say however, we will be
planning a series of events to mark Dr Boughton’s departure over the
course of Michaelmas term and I hope that many members of SMCS
will be able to contribute to what I hope will be a memorable celebration of her time here.
Finally, can I once again thank all those who have helped make
this year such a success, including: Steven Spencer whose energy and
commitment to the college comes across in so many ways; Anne Elliott,
our College Archivist who supported our terrace event so wonderfully;
Canon Elizabeth Fisher as President of SMCS who has been a very
great personal support to me; and, all of the members of the SMCS
Committee who contribute their time to the benefit of current and
former students.
With very best wishes,
ProfeSSor SiMoN haCkett
PriNCiPal
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a MeSSage froM the ViCe PriNCiPal & SeNior tutor
rePort for the aCadeMiC year, 2012-2013
We have had a very strong year in terms of achievement, from
the autumn admissions and induction onwards, with, apparently, the
brightest intake selection-wise apart from Castle. Technically this
means that we are second in terms of those UCAS forms which are actually selected by departments on academic merit although numerically in
terms of applicants we are fifth in popularity. More of ours are chosen!
This reflects student confidence, buoyant reputation and a student sense
of a safe and trusted environment communicated to schools and friends
probably principally via social media.
We work hard obviously on the relatively new pre-application
Open Days, one of which now unfortunately clashes with the Reunion
weekend in September. These are perhaps another constituent making
us popular.
So we have another fabulously talented year in terms of our 740
undergraduates and 140 or so postgraduates. Total membership of
Mary’s this year has been 887. When I joined St Mary’s on 1 August
2000 we numbered around 520 and were the fourteenth most popular out
of sixteen Colleges in terms of applications – we have made a huge leap
forward. It has been a privilege to be associated with this: it has been
the achievement of the total staff and student team through the leadership of three dynamically differently-gifted Principals.
In essence though, I do not think the St Mary’s spirit has changed
through this gradual expansion. We have cherished minorities and kept
an unenviable reputation for friendliness and respect for diversity.
The staff team at Mary’s at this point in time is second to none.
Professor Hackett has been a strong leader intuitively picking up on St
Mary’s identity with great speed and a sure instinct. Working with a
Principal is a bit like a marriage: total mutual loyalty through long hours
of not meeting and then talking nineteen to the dozen over crammed
lunch or relatively brief meeting opportunities or signalling meaningfully by sometimes hilarious gestures to debrief and exchange key decision points across a room. The unusual balance in Durham where
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Principals work on a 50% profile and Vice-Principals (until now) 100%
(in my case 80%) mean a huge amount of intelligent delegation. Pressures are always pulling against the clock. No two days are the same. It
is a vibrant, exciting and very responsible life.
University administrative admissions changes mean that in future the precise membership of Colleges will be determined by an algorithm and we will no longer be reading and choosing individuals on the
basis of their UCAS forms in Colleges. It is appropriate that I am coming to the close of my working chapter at Mary’s at this juncture. I made
the decision last Christmas to retire from St Mary’s in December 2013 on
my 64th birthday, continuing to teach and research in the English and
Theology departments, which has been my teaching and writing life, although a minority activity through my Mary’s years.
Mary’s has been an incredibly fulfilling, creative canvas on
which to work. It has offered me personally an extraordinary rich environment to build on and enjoy solving almost intractable student welfare
and academic progression problems and appeals. The greatest accolade
of my life ‘so far’ (thank you Homer Simpson) was to receive as a total
surprise at the end of an exhausting and slightly traumatic day, an Honorary Life Membership of the JCR from the President Louise Corrigan,
at her Colours Dinner in late April 2013. A wonderful note to go out on.
I have been resisting images of Gandalf taking ship to the Grey
Havens or Bilbo Baggins feeling ‘sort of stretched, Frodo’: the prevailing analogy in my mind has been one of a migrating bird knowing that
the autumn winds are on the horizon: I look forward to the next phase of
the journey with pleasure and curiosity.
dr gilliaN e. boughtoN , ViCe PriNCiPal & SeNior tutor
[I will have the same email for the foreseeable future:
g.e.boughton@durham.ac.uk
Do make contact if you are calling in Durham in case I am around]
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a MeSSage froM the MCr PreSideNt
It has been another busy year as the MCR endeavoured to provide St. Mary’s postgraduates with entertaining events and social gatherings. Our Social Secretary has made it a priority to work on building a
sense of community in the MCR. We have worked toward this by establishing weekly events in the MCR common room during term-time.
These have so far been alternating between movie nights and game
nights, with snacks provided through the MCR funds. So far the movie
nights have been more popular than the game nights, so we plan to have
more of these in the future.
During this past Christmas season we organized a dinner party
out to a restaurant, followed by drinks. There have also been a few pizza
parties, both partially and fully subsidized by the MCR. Sometimes
these would take place during the JCR formals as an alternative for postgraduates not attending the formal.
Much effort has been put into trying to include livers-out MCR
members into college life. We organized a special livers-out brunch, in
which the cost of dining in St. Mary’s for one Saturday morning was
subsidized through MCR funds. The Principal, Simon Hackett, is also
planning to host a dinner party later this year at his house targeted towards the livers-out community.
As for formals, the MCR representatives are working with the
JCR to have a table reserved for postgraduates at JCR formals. This is
an important practice to uphold, because it sets the MCR apart as a distinctive group while still participating in a JCR event. It also makes the
event more enjoyable for MCR members who wish to sit with their
friends. Every effort will be made to ensure that the MCR table is also
reserved for future formals and the upcoming Summer Ball.
The University has been alive with inter-MCR formals and seminar events, and St. Mary’s has contributed a few representatives towards
many of these. This past February, Van Mildert College organized a
“Hill College Research Forum” in which postgraduate researchers were
invited to present a poster or give a short presentation talk about their
latest discoveries. The event included the four colleges of Van Mildert,
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St. Aidan’s, Trevelyan, and St. Mary’s, and it is the hope of Van Mildert
that it continues as an annual tradition. This year was a resounding success, featuring presentations on biology, religion, archaeology, chemistry and more. All were received well by a diverse and supportive
audience.
The academic year is not yet over, and St. Mary’s MCR executives still have many more ideas for future events during the Easter term.
Much of my work in the organization has been focused on continuing
the established functions of the group, and resolving the financial
mishap left from the previous year. As of now the group is strong, financially and otherwise, as we can sufficiently provide St. Mary’s postgraduates with community-fostering events. There was no candidate for
president this year, but for someone who is brand new to Durham, I have
tried to do my best to help the organization prosper. Hopefully the established traditions will be maintained into the future and postgraduates
will always feel welcome at St. Mary’s College.
JeSSiCa foStVedt
MCr PreSideNt 2012-2013
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St. Mary'S College SeNior CoMMoN rooM 2012-13
St. Mary's College SCR continues to develop, providing an informal and lively environment for University staff, Visiting Fellows,
student mentors, alumni and others elected to SCR membership by the
SCR Committee. Twenty-four new members have joined during the last
year, and many are now regulars to the various events put on by the enthusiastic SCR Committee. Our new SCR Secretary, Linda Morrison,
has done a wonderful job in producing a new (and much simplified!)
Constitution for the SCR. Sylvia Graham has stepped down from the
Committee after many years of loyal and valuable contribution, and this
is an opportunity to thank her again for her enormous past efforts.
As in previous years, much activity is centred around the Tuesday High Table Formal, which provides opportunities for members to
meet colleagues, make new friends and chat over a high quality dinner.
This weekly event is becoming increasingly popular, with anything between 20 and 40 members and guests attending regularly. During the
year we have had 25 formals, all very well attended! The standard of
food and wine is outstanding, and our recent Gourmet Night showed off
the talents of the College's Head Chef Paul Embleton and his team.
An important role of the SCR is to promote research-related activities that are broad enough to be of interest to undergraduates, postgraduates and non-specialists. We have enjoyed seven after-dinner
lectures, from IAS Fellows and others, including an introduction to the
forthcoming exhibition of the Lindisfarne Gospels on Palace Green and the SCR has a number of tickets available on a first-come-firstserved basis. The SCR Book Club has had 3 meetings, and we have
plans to transform this in the coming year to a new Book & Film Club.
This year we have had some of the most successful ever Culture
events and outings, if criteria include integration and balance of JCR,
MCR and SCR members in supporting the arts locally and regionally.
These include:
A lecture ‘Shakespeare in Kabul’ which accompanied the launch of a
book edited by a St Mary’s alumna
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The Birmingham Royal Ballet’s ‘Swan Lake’ at the Sunderland Empire Theatre. 74 people attended this, our biggest all-time trip in
terms of numbers
The Private View of Liz Crossley’s paintings, 50% of the profits of
which were donated by Liz to the St Mary’s College Afghan Fund
Opera North’s excellent ‘Don Giovanni’ at the Theatre Royal Newcastle and in February 2013 the more obscure opera by Mozart, ‘La
Clemenza di Tito’
Angela Hewitt’s deeply transforming performance of Bach and
Mozart at the Sage. This was the second vacation outing this year,
the first being Ian Bostridge singing an unusual eighteenth century
concert at the Sage on 12 January
These events were energetically organized by Dr. Gillian
Boughton, whom many of you will know and who retires in December
2013. We sincerely hope we can keep her hooked in to the SCR beyond
December!
Those wishing to learn more about the SCR can visit our webpage (www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/)
or contact either myself or SCR Secretary Linda Morrison
(linda.morrison@durham.ac.uk).

ProfeSSor keith liNdSey
SCr PreSideNt
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St Mary’S College ChaPlaiNCy
My name is Andy Byers, and I began serving as chaplain for St
Mary's in January. Every week I become more and more impressed with
the ethos, culture, and heritage of this fine college. I have had a lot to
learn, though.
For one, finding the chapel. Many of you have probably enjoyed
the wonderful ambience of St. Mary's Chapel, but I have to admit that it
took me a while to identify the various routes indoor and outdoor that led
me to its doors.
I have also had to learn how to lead Anglican-styled services. My
ministerial background has been in less liturgical ecclesial traditions. My
first mis-step was failing to break the circular wafers before serving
them during the Eucharist. I wondered why it took the students so long
to chew the body of our Lord, until the choir members gently pointed out
the mistake after the service. Slowly, I am getting situated into the newness of the ministerial post while giving the students a few moments of
brevity (usually unintentionally!).
Being an American, there is also a steep learning curve in adjusting to a college system unlike anything I have experienced. It has been a
delightful adventure and I am grateful for everyone's patience.
There is no message more precious to me than the Gospel, that
news report of Christian faith that some lordly figure has appeared on
the horizon, become flesh, taken on our sins and infirmities, suffered on
our behalf, and somehow emerged from a burst open tomb. I would appreciate your prayers as this message is preached, whispered, sung, gestured, and lived out among the students of St. Mary's.
One more thing: I have to brag on the St. Mary's choir. Under the
exceptional leadership of director Joseph Schultz, these students astound
me each week not only with the beauty and passion of their voices, but
with their diligence and commitment to the hard musical task of putting
theology into song.
We hold services every other Wednesday at 7:30 pm, and any of
you are welcome to join us when the new academic year begins.
aNdy byerS, ChaPlaiN
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St Mary’S College gardeN Party 15th JuNe 2013
Following a hiatus of one year in 2012, St Mary’s Garden Party
returned to the south lawn on a surprisingly warm and sunny Saturday;
most garden parties seem to bring out the god of thunder!
A crowd that included a substantial number of alumni members
gathered and enjoyed a variety of stalls, a flash mob dance invasion, a
band, a performance by the College Cheerleading Squad and the now
traditional auction led by the indefatigable Mike Daly.
Hopefully the 2014 party will see even more alumni in attendance
and all those who attended agreed that next year’s event is a date for the
diary.
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St Mary’S artS SoCiety
Leading Mary’s Arts this year has been an absolute privilege. A
blur of excitement, events and activities which have made me truly
proud of every member of our arts community. It’s been a busy year as
we ambitiously tripled the size of our exec, doubled the number of arts
events offered, managed to squeeze Shakespeare into epiphany term and
tried our best to maintain the high standard students have come to expect
from favourite events like the Masquerade Ball and Summer Musical.
In Michaelmas term we worked hard to establish a recognisable
identity for Mary’s Arts. As well as expanding the use of our Arts logo
onto posters, newsletters and clothing we created a new website for the
Arts and rebranded Mary’s Drama Group into a new theatre troupe,
‘Foot of the Hill Theatre’. All the ground work paid off with the most
successful Arts Weekend ever which saw attendance at our Open Mic.
Night double from last year. We also hosted a Gala Evening and a
‘Mary’s Got Talent’ competition which featured entries ranging from
rappers to opera singers. Michaelmas ended on a high with the hilarious
and very successful pantomime ‘Robin hood and his Mary’s Men’ including celebrity guest performers, services manager Mustafa Gunn as
Mufasa and College President
Louise Corrigan as Gimili!
Epiphany Term is always the
busiest term for Arts and this year
was no different. Arts Week saw the
return of many old favourites to the
events list including Live Lounge
and Gala Night plus the birth of a
few new favourites like ‘Sound of
the Sixties’ a sixties themed quiz and live music night and a brilliant
Shakespeare themed interactive comedy evening. The Masquerade Ball,
themed this year on ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, saw dozens of people working tirelessly for weeks to transform Mary’s into an enchanted
forest. The Ball, which featured over 30 fallen trees, 200 battery powered
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tea lights, 7 handmade mushroom armchairs and a full sized laser-quest
assault course was a roaring success and the talk of Mary’s for weeks! It
also gave two of Mary’s newest Arts Societies,
Basement Jazz and the Fine Arts, the chance to
shine. The excellent decorations were testament to
skills of Fine Arts members and the Basements Jazz
set was the highlight of the evening for many! The
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ theme lived on for
few weeks after Arts Week when Foot of the Hill
Theatre staged its Shakespearean debut and put on
a performance which reporters from both The Bubble and DST gave excellent reviews.
Third term sees the usual rush of
activity towards staging the college
musical which this year will be
‘Footloose’. In just eighteen days of
practice, painting and panicking an
entire stage show will be born! But,
hopefully we’ll be able to fit in a little more live music and cabaret in
between rehearsals and everyone’s
really looking forward to seeing Basement Jazz and Mary’s Dance perform at this year’s Mary’s Day.
All in all Arts has had a wonderful year. I’ve just space to thank
all my amazing exec for the outstanding hard work each of you have
given Arts this year and to wish Emily Higgins, my successor, all the
best for next year. If anybody would like to find out more about Mary’s
Arts please visit our website (the links can be accessed through the college website.)
iMogeN haMPSoN-SMith
artS PreSideNt 2012/13
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grouNdS for CelebratioN!
early rootS
1941:St Mary’s was housed in the Cathedral Close, at 8, The College,
(now the Chorister School). War brought “changes in the garden, where
all the ground between the cedar and the Chapel is laid out in neat rows
of vegetables. Miss Daldy has acted as Honorary Lady Vegetable Gardener, and the College owes her a great debt for the time, thought and
energy she has spent in planning crops and carrying out her plans, with
most gratifying success in spite of all that weather and pests could do in
opposition. Although the gardener has been engaged exclusively on vegetables, old students will be glad to hear that we are not neglecting flowers. Miss Hamilton Thompson has been shedding a benign influence
over the flower gardens, and in her wake have sprung up tulips and primulas, and later peonies and snapdragons and poppies. The College
thanks, too, the many friends who have kindly given cuttings, and the
students who volunteered to help and spent strenuous hours with hoe and
dibber and spade.”
New rootS
1952: Vincent Harris’s watercolour of the new 1952 Building, illustrated
a vegetable garden to the West.
1954: “The grounds are improving, as the lawns become smoother and
trees and hedges grow. There are now 120 polyantha rose-trees in the
bed outside the dining-room windows, and as well as the avenue of
limes, various lilacs, cherry trees and laburnums, birches and poplars
have been planted.”
1956: “The garden is slowly making progress. Unfortunately some of
the old trees on the south side were found to be dying and had to be
felled. Our schemes for replanting include a cedar to go on the lawn to
the south.”
1957: “A considerable amount of planting has been done in the grounds,
mainly of rhododendrons and flowering shrubs, together with as many
bulbs as we could afford. A small cedar tree is now established on the
south lawn. The slopes in front of the College have been bulldozed, levelled to a more regular contour, and resown with good grass.”
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CuttiNgS froM the arChiVeS
braNChiNg out
1982: “Many improvements have been made in the last two years. The
avenue of Limes along the drive has been extended, fifteen Walnut,
three Red Oaks and two Tibetan Cherry trees planted
around the New Building,
two and a half thousand daffodils planted between the
trees along the drive, four
thousand crocus on the slopes
at the back of the S.C.R. lawn
and rhododendron and shrubs
now screen the electricity
sub-station. Thanks to generous bequests and donations
from Society and S.C.R. members we have been able to replace most of
the old roses. Any further donations (£1.30 per rose bush) will be used to
complete the replanting scheme and it is hoped to begin replacing the old
heathers in the heather-rhododendron garden when funds become available. We hope that the gardens will be very beautiful.”
1984: “The roses in the beds in the SCR lawn have been replaced and
large urns for seasonal plants now stand on either side of the steps to the
SCR lobby. Last winter we concentrated on the heather garden which
had become very overgrown. All the old heathers had to be removed as
there was more wood than flower and we cut down some of the large
evergreens. A dozen rhododendrons were planted and the azalea borders
were thickened. The bare patches were seeded and three beautiful
maples planted. This summer for the first time for many years it has
been possible to see all the flowering shrubs from the College drive and
to walk round this area, now renamed the Dell. We hope to add more
early flowering shrubs in the next few years.”
1984: “This winter we shall concentrate on the Quarry Heads Lane entrance to College, which is becoming very neglected. The stream is
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completely overgrown with
balsam and waist-high nettles.
The three large willow trees
bordering Mr. Harrison’s
house were removed in the
spring as they had become unsafe. We will rotavate the area
to the west of the stream to try
to discourage the nettles and
eventually plant maintenancefree plants there. Four or five
alders and two weeping birches will be planted along the stream with
bluebells, flag irises etc on the east bank. The planting of lavenders on
either side of the steps down to the New Building will be completed this
autumn, together with one or two white shrub roses. We also plan to
plant several hundred autumn and early spring flowering bulbs in existing beds since it has become apparent that, at the moment, the grounds
are really at their best during the Easter and Summer vacations: nice for
visitors but not so good for students.”
1999: Two memorial trees (an amelanchior and a rowan) were planted on
either side of the cedar on the SCR lawn.
2008: “In January 2008 we re-opened the refurbished Williamson building, following a £1.5m makeover. We also planted two Cercidiphyllum
japonicum trees, a species that produces distinct male and female plants,
outside the Williamson building to commemorate the first mixed graduation.”

Quotations from Principals’ Newsletter Reports
aNNe elliott
St Mary’S College arChiViSt
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keePiNg you PoSted
After climbing the steps of the Fergusson Building and admiring
the imposing view, you push open the door, and you may notice that
something you possibly took for granted is missing from the entrance
porch. All visitors to Mary’s, from royalty, to Chancellors and ViceChancellors, to students and visitors, have passed it by.
On guard, mouth invitingly open, strong and sturdy, it stood
against the big stone wall on the right, and later in the corner to the left,
inside the outer main door. A ghostly outline and a few tiny holes are all
that remain. Yes, it was the polished wooden postbox!
It was installed in the third term of the college’s first year at the
new site (1952/53). May 2013 would have been its diamond anniversary!
Doreen Britt, Senior Woman, reported in the 1952/53 newsletter: “In the
Easter Term the Post Office installed a post box and a telephone booth in
college, luxuries that seemed almost necessities in the first two terms,
when we were without them.” Thus, like the dining hall furniture, it was
part of the original furnishings of the College.
What has happened to it? In 2012, just before the postbox was
sixty years old, collections were discontinued and when the re-construction of the terrace and drive was nearing completion, the box disappeared. However, all is not lost because the college still gets postal
deliveries. Members now need to use reception which releases post for
the Palatine Centre’s daily collection. The alternative is a pleasant walk
down the many steps, through the underpass and past the stream, near
which squirrels and rabbits are sometimes to be seen, to the pillar box on
Quarry Heads Lane for the 5.15pm collection.
It is a sad loss of a traditional amenity! It was so important when
communication with home and elsewhere was by letters (often written
on Sunday afternoons) or phone calls which involved queuing to use the
one telephone up the steps near the dining hall, in the years before mobiles and computers. Has the stalwart postbox met with untimely destruction? Happily, no! It is preserved in storage and thus consigned to
the history of St. Mary’s College.
aNNe elliott
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the terraCe reStoratioN
Around 100 members of staff, students and alumnae recently attended an event at St Mary’s College to celebrate the restoration of its
terrace into a recreational area for student activities.
The original terrace area in
front of the college’s
Fergusson Building had included an inlaid sandstone
pattern in the form of a Cross
of St Andrew. In more recent
years the area had been used
as a car park and to mark the
Diamond/60th Anniversary of
the opening of the Fergusson Building, the decision was taken to return
the terrace to its original state. Replacement sandstone was quarried
locally to restore the pattern along the drive and terrace.
Sir Thomas Allen,
Chancellor, had been invited
to unveil a plaque but was
unable to attend because of
illness. In his absence, the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Chris Higgins officiated,
assisted by the Mayor of
Stockton on Tees, Councillor Lynne Apedaile and the
Mayor of Durham, Councillor John Wilkinson.
The Terrace project is part of a wider programme of refurbishment of St
Mary’s which incorporates improved student accommodation and landscaping work.
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the Square iN the Middle of the gardeN
‘the fellowS’ gardeN’
‘The small square plot of ground in the front courtyard, known to
students as the “Fellows’ Garden”, was intended to have a fountain, but
the architect omitted the water-pipes to feed it. When the Queen Mother
was expected for the official opening of St. Mary’s, [May 1953] she was
asked to plant a tree in the plot. Owing to her brother’s sudden death,
she was unable to come, and the college was never officially opened.
The tree was, however, planted by someone unknown, and led a miserable existence, being sprinkled with soap-powder and decorated in various ways. The final blow came when it was run over by a fire engine.
The square later became a flower-bed, and was eventually concreted
over.’ [E. Boyd: A Centenary Review, p.262]
‘General opinion seems to be that the inside of the building is more
pleasing than the outside; the opinion of the J.C.R. is that the forecourt
could look less like a barrack square, and that the grass plot in the centre
could have been a little larger, but in all we are well satisfied. A motion
was carried unanimously at a J.C.R. meeting that this grass plot should
henceforth be known as “The Fellows’ Garden!”
[Report from the Junior Common Room in the 1952/53 Newsletter, p.5]
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St Mary’S College reuNioN 2013
“A weekend for us all”
20th-22Nd SePteMber, 2013: PrograMMe
friday 20th:
6.30PM
7.00PM

welcome reception in atrium*
buffet supper in dining hall*

Saturday 21St:
10.00aM
10.30aM
1.00 PM
2.00PM
3.00PM
5.30 PM
7.00PM
7.30PM
9.00PM

Coffee
agM in holdsworth room
buffet lunch
opportunities to tour college*
afternoon tea-holdsworth & donaldson rooms
Chapel service with choir*
Sparkling reception in atrium*
reunion dinner in the main hall*
a disco for everyone*

SuNday 22Nd
10.00aM
1.00PM

a visit to see the lindisfarne gospels
traditional roast lunch*

Guests of Mary’s alumni are welcome at all meals (as long as they are
booked in). Events marked with an asterix are open to alumni of other
colleges.
The Bar will be open before and after meals where appropriate. Tea and
coffee will be available throughout the weekend, with many opportunities
to meet up and chat.The shop will also be open in the Holdsworth/Donaldson Rooms at advertised times. There will be displays of photographs
and memorabilia in college so please do bring some along with you.
Student volunteers will be on hand to give any assistance or information
about current activities in college or organise tours of college.
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PLEASE NOTE:
* The Open Day for prospective applicants is being held on the same Saturday as our reunion so we have changed some of our arrangements for
the weekend. Next year we will try and choose a suitable alternative
weekend. We are not able to use the Kenworthy Hall on Saturday so we
will make use of the wonderful Holdsworth and Donaldson Rooms. If you
meet these applicants (and their parents) please use the opportunity to
extol the virtues of coming to Mary’s and how our love and respect for the
college goes far beyond the years we were actually there.
* We have been lucky to procure 30 tickets to see the Lindisfarne Gospels
on Sunday morning. These will be charged at £6.50 each and will be
strictly limited (one per member only). Please order quickly to avoid disappointment
* The disco last year to celebrate 60 years of the Fergusson Building was
very successful so we are having another this year. It will include music
from all years, from the 50s to the present day and might even include the
odd Scottish dance to get people going! There will be something for everyone, so we hope to see you there!
* We are hoping to have some singing at the Chapel Service this year provided by a scratch choir. All are welcome to join in and there will be rehearsals on Saturday at appropriate times, so look out for the
arrangements for this event. We hope it might help to mitigate some of
the disappointment over the cancellation of the Music Reunion earlier in
the year and hopefully re-awaken our interest in taking part in the musical life of the college. Our thanks to Liz Manning for her persistence in
organising our music.
* Please let College know when you fill in your booking form what sort of
accommodation you need or would like, which friends you would like to
be near and any other requirements (as well as dietary).

We hope to see you in September!
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St Mary’S College SoCiety:
reunion report 2012
We very approproately had around fifty guests to our 2012 reunion themed around the 1950s. A wide-range of age-groups and interests was represented and it was good to see some young people there as
well as those who were in college in the 50s. There was plenty to appeal to members, young and old, with a variety of things on offer to
interest us.
The traditional perception is that older members tend to be the
best supporters of the Society and annual reunion, appreciating the
chance to come and see college again, relax with each other and catch
up on the latest news. We all appreciate that younger members are very
busy both with their lives and careers and regularly catch up with their
Durham friends over email or phone but all alumni are welcome to return when they can.
The reunion was generally voted to be very successful. In fact
one of our older members said it was the best one she’d ever been to –
praise indeed!One lady had a few problems when she arrived, but these
were sorted out and at the end of the weekend she came to me and said
she had had a wonderful time and hadn’t realised what she’d missed all
these years.
The disco was a great success, as both young and old could
(and did) join in - and the oldies
knew the words! The Hall and the
decorations looked great and were
perfect for our celebration. Thanks
were given to JCR President, Louise
Corrigan, for organising this.
The food was fantastic
throughout the weekend – as we have come to expect. It’s always a
major feature and talking point. Everything worked well behind the
scenes and this added to the success of the weekend.
Afternoon tea with 50s memorabilia was a nice idea and many
eyes lit up when they saw the food. The only criticism was that the
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cakes and scones could have been a lot
smaller and daintier, and knives and
serviettes would have been welcome.
The whole afternoon did not quite follow as originally planned but the presentation to Elizabeth Boyd, a retiring,
long-standing Committee member and
College Fellow, provided a focus and a
link with our Diamond theme. Seeing
the video of Princess Elizabeth laying
the Foundation Stone added to the occasion.Unfortunately no staff from the
time were able to come, although they were invited. It was a very
enjoyable and relaxed occasion.
There were some queries raised in the early planning as to
whether having an open day at the same time as our busiest day of the
reunion would work, but we mostly agreed it did. Some of the older
members actually said that as they only come to college once a year for
the reunion (generally when college is rather quiet), it was great to see it
busy and full of young people dashing around with their parents. A lot
of chat and good communication took place, and their helpers were
fantastic. We all got on brilliantly and demonstrated the long-lasting,
family nature of our community.
The AGM went very well
and smoothly, thanks to our
President, Elizabeth Fisher. Presentations were made as we said
farewell to our retiring Secretary,
Vicky Lorimer, retiring Treasurer, Georg Nΰchtern and
former Vice-President, Dorothy
Wilson.
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The Chapel service is always a haven of peace and opportunity for reflection during a busy weekend. It was
not as well attended as in some years
but felt to be a very good service with
an excellent sermon given by our departing Chaplain, Rev Jenny Moberley,
who also provided the music. We shall
miss both her and Rev Dorothy Wilson
who led the service.
Members really appreciated
being invited to Elvet Garth for the reception on Saturday evening as guests
of the Hackett family in their home. We have never had a Principal with
a family resident in college before
and it created a welcome atmosphere
and we all enjoyed our trip across the
lawn.
The visit to Palace Green Library,
including Cousin’s Library specially
opened up for us, was very much appreciated by many who came, and
some were quite reluctant to leave.
As always, our College Archivist,
Ann Elliott, created a wonderful display of archive material, photos and
memorabilia for everyone to pore over and examine and we were very
appreciative of her work.
It was good to see Elizabeth, our President, who was in evidence
throughout the weekend, encouraging a happy and friendly atmosphere
– and really selling the College to prospective students and their parents. She was a very good ambassador for us.
Above all, we thank those who came and contributed to our memorable
Diamond Celebration reunion.
Margaret ColliNS, reuNioN Co-ordiNator
(Nee PurNell 65-68)
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Mary’S aluMni Support
Choosing a career is not always easy and not everyone goes to
University knowing what they want to do when they graduate. When
you were first looking for a career, did you ever think it would be helpful to talk to someone who was actually doing what you wanted to do?
Did you ever wish that you know someone in a particular company who
could tell you what it is really like, and if it lived up to their expectations? Would you like to know about the working conditions, training
programme and work life balance? Are you interested in exchange
schemes or community social responsibility programmes? Mary’s
Alumni support is about those questions that you have always wanted to
ask but do not know who to contact.
The intention behind this scheme is that current students will be
able to contact alumni to ask questions such as: “what they wish they
had known” and “experience gained first” to help with career choices.
We would also like students to be able to contact alumni by email to ask
questions they may have about career choices.
If you are reading this and are now working yourself, it would
be great if you would also be prepared to add your details to our growing list of alumni with the sort of information listed above. Even if you
have now retired or are on a career break any advice you could give
would be useful.We are always looking for new alumni to help as the
more details we have about different professions, the more helpful students will find the website.
Where you live is not important (all contact is through e-mail).
The experience from similar schemes is that most particpating alumni
get one or two emails a term, but that probably depends on how much
information you offer, and will perhaps increase in the second term.
Information will be maintained on the St Marys College Society
website and full compliance with all relevant legislation will have to be
ensured. It must be clearly understood by all involved that any advice or
information given by the Mary’s Alumni is in confidence, and without
prejudice. If you are interested in joining please email:
smc.society@durham.ac.uk
JeNNifer CawthorNe, SMCS ViCe PreSideNt

SMCSNewsletter_StMarysNewsletter 10/07/2013 22:35 Page 29

St Mary’S College SoCiety agM report
The Annual General meeting of St Mary’s College Society took
place in the West JCR at 1030 am on Saturday 22nd September 2012,
during the reunion to commemorate the Diamond Anniversary of the
Fergusson Building, and on the Open Day when hundreds of potential
students were in college seeing what the University and St Mary’s have
to offer. We were particularly pleased therefore that the Principal and
the JCR President could join us on what is a very busy day for them.
There were 25 members present, representing a range of decades.
Members gave reports on aspects of the society including:finance, the newsletter, the Fifty-Six Book Fund, the website and
archives, as well as reports from the JCR and MCR, and of course the
Principal, whose report included news of the proposed development of
the terrace, and of the first St Mary’s Women’s Fellowship.
The Constitution of the Society was also reviewed and an updated version approved unanimously by the meeting.
As mentioned in our reunion report, Miss Vicky Lorimer stood
down as Secretary of the Society, and Mr Georg Nuchtern as Treasurer,
both after four years. They were thanked by the President, Canon Elizabeth Fisher, and presented with a gift as a token of the Society’s thanks.
Mrs Elizabeth Boyd and Dr Dorothy Wilson were also thanked for their
service to the Society as both were standing down after many years’
service to the committee. There was a particular vote of thanks to
Dorothy Wilson who has served since 1973. There were therefore several new elections to the committee for 2012-13:
Mrs Christine Wright was elected as Secretary
Mrs Ann Bainbridge was elected as Treasurer.
Miss Laura Deacon was re-elected as Newsletter Editor
Other elected members to the committee were:
Mrs Jan Harwood (re-standing)
Rev. Shelagh Jones (re-standing)
Mr Liam Walker
It was a successful meeting, and good to see such a wide representation
in terms of times in college.
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CoMiNg SooN: SMCS agM, 21St SePteMber 2013
The Annual General Meeting of St Mary’s College Society will take
place in the Holdsworth Room, St Mary’s College, on Saturday 21st
September at 10.30 am during the 2013 reunion.Whatever your years in
college you are very welcome to join us.
Papers for the AGM will be available on arrival..
eleCtioNS for CoMMittee MeMberS:
We have up to three vacancies this year on our committee. You do not
have to live in Durham, and can serve as a recent graduate or a “mature
alumnus”.
You may elect to serve for one, two or three years. This is an excellent
way to stay in touch with college and to work with and support current
students.
If you are interested and want to find out more about the committee and
its work, please feel free to email the President, Canon Elizabeth Fisher:
elizabeth.fisher@btinternet.com
Nominations for committee members, stating your willingness to serve
for one, two or three years, will be accepted from now up to the start of
the AGM. Please email nominations to the Secretary of the Society,
Christine Wright: wrightchristine052@gmail.com
If submitting your nomination it must include the name and address of
the nominee and the names of a proposer and seconder. Please specify
your willingness to serve for one, two or three years and give your
name when in college and years of study.
Current committee members are listed on the last page of this
newsletter.
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SoCiety traVel burSarieS
Every year, St Mary's College awards travel bursaries to students
who wish to travel abroad during their vacations. Their aim, to be described in detail on their application forms, is either to engage in charity
work, e.g. digging wells to provide African villagers with fresh clear
water; work with people in temporary housing in disaster zones, etc. or
to help finance the fieldwork necessary for their degrees. The money to
finance the bursaries comes from donations made by former members of
St Mary's College. Due to the demand exceeding the money available,
the amounts provided are only small, and range from £20 to £200 (the latter amount being given to very few students). The detailed reports which
they provide, on their return to College, in almost all cases, show that the
money was well spent.
It is hoped that more alumni members will be prepared to contribute towards the Travel Bursary Fund, as due to increasing travel
costs, more money is needed urgently. If you are prepared to contribute,
please contact Canon Elisabeth Fisher: elisabeth.fisher@btinternet.com
You may remember from the last newsletter, Mary’s alumnus, Zac
Clayton was about to embark on a global cycle to raise money for
Wateraid. Here is a short extract from his report which can be read
in full on the website.
23 countries in ten and a half months. Mountain ranges so high you feel
you’re on the roof of the world. Deserts so hot my bags melted, 50C in
the shade. Shivering in -10C and measuring the icicles growing on my
nose. Rainstorms, snowstorms, hailstorms, sandstorms, lightning storms.
Wind you struggle to stand up in, let alone cycle through. Dodging lethal
wildlife, falling ill, getting lost. Hitting the wall and running out of juice.
Cracking open a pack of Oreos and carrying on. 31,016km cycled.
Around the world.
I could carry on in this vein for several more paragraphs! Trying to sum
up what it has been like to cycle around the world is an impossible task summing up the last week of the world cycle is proving hard enough, let
alone the last 300-and-something days. I’ll have a crack at the final run-
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in first, then see how the emotional philosophising comes along...
The ride from the south of France up to the gates of Buckingham Palace
in London certainly lived up to the occasion. It turned out to be a tough
grind and a genuine race against the clock right to the very end. It wasn’t
taken on alone though. I wrote my last blog from my Aunt and Uncle’s
wonderful country house near Cahors in the south of France, where I met
up again with my old cycling buddy Mark. Mark and I first met in Istanbul - when I walked into a bike shop to pick up some new brake pads and
saw another Koga in for a service (Koga’s are pretty rare, specialist bikes
- so it stood out). I asked whose it was and the bike shop owner told me it
belonged to an English guy cycling around the world (it later turned out
Mark was merely cycling 16,500km to Hong Kong, but I’ll let him off for
this gross over-exaggeration). Obviously I left my email with the bike
and we later met up for a few beers and caught a gig before we parted
ways to plot our separate paths through the mire of Central Asian border
crossings to China. A seed was sown - an instant recognition of a mutual
desire to take on silly challenges perhaps - and we stayed in touch until
we got to China and Mark suggested taking on the notorious Taklamakan, the ‘Desert of Death’ together. The rest is history, but ultimately
I ended up cycling to Hong Kong with him rather than to Beijing (an addition of some 1,400km), and China still stands as one of the best sections
of the cycle.
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out with the old aNd iN with the New –
SoCiety book fuNd NewS
Once again in Michaelmas Term the Fifty-Six Book Fund Committee requested applications from current St Mary’s students. Twenty
seven hopeful undergraduates and postgraduates, representing all years
of study at St Mary’s, submitted their requests for assistance to an expectant committee.
After due consideration and some very difficult decisions the
committee provided funding to twenty three students, with cheques
being despatched via the College Finance Office shortly thereafter. In
Easter term all students provided a report outlining the contribution the
books had made to their studies and these can be perused within the
Fifty-Six Fund section of the Society’s website.
Thus, this latest, and, following a recent decision of the Society
Committee, last cycle is complete. From the 2013-14 academic year a
new fund, to be entitled ‘The St Mary’s College Society Book Fund’ will
begin operation. This change is the result of the monies donated to the
Fifty-Six Book Fund becoming depleted and also a feeling within the
student body that the original criteria of the Fifty Six Fund are no longer
appropriate.
Most particularly, the criterion that demands applicants must
have received secondary education within the state sector (or under the
terms of a 100% bursary) has been subjected to increasing levels of
scrutiny and found to be too limiting when attempting to meet students’
needs. Consider, for example, the case of a second year student who attended a private secondary school, but whose parents have now divorced
and thus the level of financial support provided to the student is diminished. Consider also that postgraduates may well be many years removed from secondary education and financially independent from
parents, but could still be excluded due to parental decisions made many
years previously.
In order to better meet the needs of today’s students, the new
book fund needs to be more inclusive. In order to apply, the only
requirement is that the person be a full-time St Mary’s College student.
Priority will be given to applications that both demonstrate the presence
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of financial hardship and a need to actually own the books requested.
Following the receipt of funding students will continue to be expected to
produce a report to explain how and why the books provided have aided
their studies. In addition, recipients of funding will be strongly encouraged to donate the books to the college library in order that the maximum utility is gained from books bought through the fund.
As a member of the Society you may wish to donate to this new
book fund and support today’s students. If you do, please email
smc.society@durham.ac.uk for details of how this can be achieved. Any
and all donations are most welcome and will make a real difference to
the learning experience of dedicated students. Through the Fifty-Six
Book Fund Society members have already provided many students with
vital assistance, by contributing to the new Society Book Fund members
can build upon this legacy in the best traditions of our college.
SteVeN SPeNCer
ChairMaN St Mary’S College fifty Six book fuNd CoMMittee

St Mary’S afghaN SCholarS

In 2010, St Mary’s continued its fine tradition of pioneering female education by opening its doors to a number of female Afghan students. Each
successive group has fully assimilated into college life, being active
members of the student body and also joining the Society reunion in
2011 to share some Afghan cultures with alumni. Read on for Noorin
Khuja’s St Mary’s experience.
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NooriN khuJa’S exPerieNCeS at St Mary’S
Durham! Yes, Durham!
I bet there is no place on earth where you see love all over it. It is
only Durham which gives pure love to the entire world. As one of the
Afghan girls who spent almost two years in Durham, studying in
Durham University, all I can say is that, this city has magnetic love.
I remember the first day of my arrival in St. Mary’s College,
September 7th 2010 around 3:00 pm. As I got off the taxi, I looked at the
main reception’s door and the main building in the college. I thought,
‘how old it is’. Then I was taken to my room to shepherd’s wing, room
No.136.
As I entered my room and put away my luggage, I was like
“HOW COME I SPEND ONE WHOLE YEAR IN THIS TINY
ROOM?” Joining the pre-sessional course for a few weeks then starting
up the main course, meeting people and making friends from various
parts of the world, all were simply beautiful.
There was a time when I realized 6 months are already gone by.
OH ALREADY SIX MONTHS! I was missing my family too, but being
in a place like Durham always gave me the feeling that I am never away
from home and family. My extended family over there have always been
amazing! I made more friends in my college and other colleges. The love
towards my college was getting more and more each day.
The view out of my room, I must say, was exceptionally awesome! The sunset, the sunrise, visibility of the fall leaves on the trees,
the stairs down to the Fergusson Building all were clear from my room.
Those complete-moon views out of my window! I don’t know how to
describe the beauty.
Mary’s dining hall! Precious staff, lovely atmosphere and a lot of
love and friends had made me fall in love more with my college.
From my room to the corridors, to the parking lot, to the dining hall,
MCR, JCR, Library, School of Engineering and computing Sciences,
English language center, Durham marketplace, North Road, railway sta
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tion all you could see there, was ONLY PURE LOVE!
I was finally done in September, 2012. There arrived a day when
I had to leave my room, I can’t describe that tough moment I was going
through. I was looking at each and every corner of the room and there
was love not letting me leave it. All I was telling myself was ‘YOU
HAVE TO LEAVE, YOU HAVE TO LEAVE!’
Fortunately I was able to stay for my graduation. All those three
months staying free at home and waiting was worth the only last moment of the Graduation ceremony when everybody stood, clapping for
the graduands victory. That was the most beautiful part of my efforts
which paid off and I was feeling as if I am on top of the world!
It is more than a year I am back to my home country,
Afghanistan. I am missing St.Mary’s so much. I can’t wait to be there in
the next couple of days for Mary’s day.
I love you ‘Durheartland’!
One night I was talking with my Mother on the phone. I was
standing out of the Shepherd Wing, at the parking lot. As I was walking
and talking, I saw rays of light moving to different directions at the sky, I
immediately thought “A part of Harry Potter movie has been made here
in Durham, so there is definitely some sort of magic I am witnessing.” I
ran into Shepherd’s instantly and told Mom, let me cut the phone I am
scared, and told the same story to my best friend Freshta there. She came
out and had a look, same thing was going on, but she said Noorin! Stop
there is no jen, it should be light.. something else…
Later on that night or after that night, I saw and realized they had
put huge lights in front of Durham Cathedral moving around. So those
rays of light were not jen or any magic, but I was funnily scared.
I miss Durham and St. Mary’s and can’t wait to visit it soon.
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St Mary’S ViSitiNg fellowShiP
St. Mary’s Visiting Fellowship enables a woman academician
from a developing country to spend a term as a resident of St. Mary’s
College. The purpose is to network and to update skills and at the same
time spend quality time engaged in meaningful research. All major UK
universities attract a large number of students from diverse nationalities.
This cultural mix greatly enhances the learning experience both inside as
well as outside the class room. Being a St. Mary’s Visiting Fellow has
significantly added value to me, as it enabled me to have firsthand experience of life at a UK University from the faculty’s perspective.
From October to December, 2012, I was able to accomplish severalobjectives. I was able to network with faculties at the universities of
Glasgow, Strathclyde, Birmingham, Aston, LSE, Sussex and above all
Durham. I delivered a talk on Global Financial Crisis after one of the
high table dinners at St. Mary’s, presented my views at a research seminar organized by Durham Business School and a research paper at Management Accounting Research Group (MARG) Conference hosted by
Aston Business School. Also I presented research papers at the EIBA
Conference hosted by University of Sussex. Above all, I believe the
biggest benefit of this Fellowship has been in terms of exposing me to
world class research in the area of accounting, my subject of special interest.
I feel extremely privileged on being the first woman to be selected for St. Mary’s Visiting Fellowship. I found the overall environment within UK universities to support open thinking and achieve
research excellence. Durham reiterated my firm belief that institutional,
infrastructure and research assistance were the key to enable academics
to reach the next level. Needless to say, I was surprised to find how St.
Mary’s College managed to achieve the highest level of efficiency with
miniscule staff constantly working in the background.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Professor Simon Hackett
Principal and his team for being excellent hosts and would like to wish
them all the very best for the years that lie ahead
dr. MoNiCa SiNghaNia,aSSoCiate ProfeSSor
faCulty of MaNageMeNt StudieS (fMS), uNiVerSity of delhi, iNdia
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aluMNi NewS
biddy baxter Mbe - doCtor of letterS, durhaM Cathedral
On the 27th June 2012, Biddy Baxter was made a Doctor of Letters at
Durham Cathedral. She was presented to the Chancellor by Principal,
Simon Hackett.

deathS
kate luCiNda Mary daVieS Nee lewiS
Kate attended St Mary’s College from 1941 to 1944. She was
Senior Woman in 1944 and was active in the college drama society. She
died peacefully at the Shrubbery Nursing Home in Kidderminster
Worcestershire on 25th January 2013. Having been awarded her degree,
she went first to Clacton on Sea in Essex to teach mainly English, but
also German, French and drama. Drama was her great love, and she
nearly ended up on the stage – but instead she married our father, the
Revd. Lewis Davies, from St John’s College Durham.
She spent much of her teaching career at Halesowen Secondary
Girls’ school, latterly as Deputy Head. She and my father retired to Bewdley, Worcestershire, where they were known for their active contributions to the local church, and their interest in the local community.
Lewis died in 2006.
Sheila williaMS
Sheila Williams passed away aged 86 on Sunday 17th March at
the Royal Sussex County Hospital. She has been suffering from
pneumonia.
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