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In November 2012, I applied to the Fifty-Six Book Fund Committee to aid with my studies in my third 

year of academic study in a four-year Masters programme in Mathematics and Physics. Having 

previously spent the last couple of years purchasing expensive textbooks to supplement my studies, I 

was more than happy to accept the ‘helping hand’ extended by St Mary’s College Society. 

I learnt in December 2012 that my application had been successful, and that I had been awarded a 

sum of money to contribute towards the costs I outlined in my application. Happily enough, I 

received this news on my birthday, which was a wonderful ‘present’ to receive! 

Since receiving this news, these funds have helped tremendously. Studying a science, the 

importance of supplementary text is often overlooked, particularly in comparison with the Arts. 

However, I feel that the addition of supporting textbooks in Science to aid with the understanding of 

lecture material is extremely important, and perhaps, I daresay, crucial.  

The content of my modules are, in a number of instances, defined by the content of particular texts. 

As such, one would expect to be able to readily refer to these materials to further the concepts 

delivered in the lectures. However, serving such importance naturally leads to these books being in 

very high demand from a large populace, and are therefore often unavailable from the libraries. 

What is more, texts in Mathematics and Physics (and, indeed, any science) are often very extensive 

and lengthy, and carry a hefty price tag. Thus, it is made incredibly difficult to source the information 

delivered by their authors. 

Thanks to the kind contribution offered to me by the Fifty-Six Book Fund Committee, I was able to 

purchase these books for my own use. This allowed me the freedom to refer to my own personal 

copy of the textbooks at my leisure, without fear of them being unavailable to me when needed. 

Having not received the full amount I requested, I ultimately decided to allocate all of the funds I 

was offered in purchasing a slightly different set of books, having had the time to investigate the 

long-term usefulness of the texts I detailed in my report. I have no doubt that the purchases I made 

have not only been of great help to me this academic year, but will also be of unstated importance 

to me as I enter my final year of study at Durham University. For these reasons, I am hugely indebted 

to the committee and their generosity. 


