56 book fund report – Tom Steventon
The book I purchased with the book fund was Engineering Mathematics -  K A Stroud, with the intention of using it to aid my studies in engineering. I have found it useful in a variety of ways specifically in giving an alternate explanation to the material covered in lectures and giving a greater number of questions to do on the topics covered.

Having studied further maths whilst in sixth form I found the majority of maths we studied relatively straight forward as I had covered it previously, this meant that I came to Durham with a clear understanding of the maths we would be studying with the ability to use A-Level notes to back up the lecturer. This was not the case when it came to new material and so I used the recommended book when available in the library to aid my understanding, though the problem with this was that the book was not always available, though since purchasing the book I have been able to use the book whenever needed to aid my understanding. Areas in which the book has been particularly useful are partial differentiation, L’hôpital’s rule and finding second moment’s of areas as well helping me to go over theory previously studied.

As well as this the book also comes with a cd with worked solutions to questions set in the book, this has been incredibly useful as it has enabled me to see where exactly  I have been going wrong in completing questions. Normally books only have numerical answers so in this sense the book has been unbelievably helpful.

I feel that the usefulness of this book as been made clear by my first term maths module exam result, 74%, thankyou very much for the awarding of this fund.

