With the money I received from the 56 Book Fund I was able to purchase a copy of Sophocles’ Three Theban Plays, Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the British People, and the Cambridge Companion to the Bible. All three have really helped me progress on my English and History course this year.

I needed my own copy of Oedipus Rex, and the translation recommended by the English Department was quite difficult to locate. I had to order a copy off Amazon from a U.S. seller, but this was worth the effort as I have done a considerable amount of work on the play over the past year. I needed my own copy as I had to not only prepare for a seminar on the play, I also wrote an essay and will be revising it soon for the Classical and Biblical examination. It has been extremely useful to have had my own copy, as library copies were excessively annotated.

Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People was just as, if not more, useful. My lecturer frequently cited this work as a primary source in his lectures, which inevitably meant that the few copies available in the library were constantly out on loan. I considered it important for me to have my own copy. I have used this as a reference for my seminars, my seminar presentations, and even my essays- particularly my most recent one concerning the role of early medieval monasteries. It would have been very difficult for me to have worked as effectively if I had always been struggling to get hold of the absent library copies.

The Cambridge Companion to the Bible has again aided my progress in my Classical and Biblical English module. This has been quite a difficult course for me to access, as I have never before come into contact with classical texts such as those of Homer and Ovid, and I am very unfamiliar with the Bible. In the exam, I will be expected to write an essay in regards to the structure and possible controversies of certain biblical texts. I have chosen to concentrate on the Song of Solomon and the Revelation of St. John the Divine. The Cambridge Companion has been an invaluable reference book, particularly when trying to make sense of the obscure and horrific imagery used in the Book of Revelation. It has helped me to gain the broad understanding of the biblical canon that I will need to demonstrate in the exam.
