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Name:   Jessie Beham     Degree:  Languages    Year of study: 4
Amount awarded: £150    Total cost of trip: £2000    Duration of trip: 6 months
Brief summary of project:
I spent a total of 6 months in the Middle East; 2 months working in the British Embassy in Jordan and 4 months studying Arabic in Damascus.
Brief description of activities: 

I had the opportunity to do an internship in the Defence and Political Sections of the British Embassy in Amman where I responded to correspondance, attended meetings and organised events. Above all, I gained an insight into the diplomatic world of work. I then travelled on to Syria and lived in a more suitable environment for improving my Arabic language; by living with a Syrian family and attending a course at Damascus University I managed to significantly improve my level of spoken Arabic, in preparation for my 4th year Arabic studies. I then returned in January for 6 weeks and took private lessons with another Durham student, concentrating on grammar. Living in Syria was an exciting and eye-opening experience; I made many Syrian friends, visited their homes for family meals, took part in cultural and musical activities, had the opportunity to travel to neighbouring  countries, and also learnt a lot more about the conflicts in the Middle-East and local people's attitudes towards these issues.
Personal development statement:

Thank you very much to the Travel Bursary; the extra funding meant that I could return to Syria after Christmas to continue my studies. I took some private Arabic lessons so was able to improve my grammar and reach the required oral standard for my 4th year studies. 
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