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Name:  David Tshulak    Degree: Music    Year of study: 3
Amount awarded: £200    Total cost of trip: £600    Duration of trip: 1 week
Brief summary of project:
In order to improve my standard of jazz piano playing, I attended a summer school in Amsterdam which was co-ordinated by the Manhattan School of Music – one of the world’s leading institutions for jazz education. My intentions were that the learning experience would greatly enhance my chances of being accepted to do a Masters course in the U.S.A in the field of jazz.     
Brief description of activities: 

The weeklong summer school provided a varied timetable and gave me the opportunity to study different aspects of jazz performance with different tutors. As well as receiving specialist tuition on the piano, I was also able to attend various master classes on topics such as Latin rhythms and advanced harmony. Throughout the week we also worked in small ensembles, in preparation for a final performance on the last day. I was extremely lucky to have Justin DiCioccio as my ensemble tutor as he is one of the most highly regarded jazz educators in the world and he also chairs the jazz department at the Manhattan School of Music.     
Personal development statement:

Without A Doubt, This Course Has Given Me A Lot More Confidence As A Performer. Getting To Learn And Indeed Play Alongside Some Excellent Musicians Has Helped To Boost My Own Abilities And Has Also Given Me The Motivation To Want To Improve Constantly. Having Completed This Trip I Now Feel That I Have A Better Chance Of Getting A Place On A Jazz Masters Course.     
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