Fifty- Six  Fund Report
 In my previous years of study at Durham I had not received support from the Fifty Six fund due to missing the deadline in the second year and being preoccupied adjusting to university life in the first. However as a Finalist, with a large increase in the number of books needed to be used, I was determined to make sure that I applied after hearing from other Mary’s students how useful the fund was. Subsequently I received £40, which although did not cover a majority of my total costs for books, with each text book being in the range of £20 to £30, it was helpful to have that little bit extra in order to obtain at least one book for each module. Owning books is a necessity on my course, Politics and Sociology, as the vast majority of the work is book or journal based. Furthermore in the final year there was a move away from lectures in the structure of the teaching, which meant that whereas in other years a basic understanding could be gained from the lectures and then further reading done at the library, to gain that initial understanding this year meant that there was a large amount of self-tuition involved with the aid of the literature, therefore making it imperative to have and consult the relevant texts. In addition, this meant that many of the books needed were often near impossible to borrow from the library due to high demand from other students of the same modules, making it  necessary  to own the books which the fifty six fund allowed me to do. 
Texts that the Fifty Six Fund helped me to purchase this year included Politics and the Constitution of Athens by Aristotle and Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes, these texts were integral to the module ‘Nature, Sovereignty and Power’; a politics module that considers ideas of the human condition and the ways in which the three titular notions effect this, for example Aristotle says it is the human condition to be political(the famous quote of humans being a ‘political animal’) whereas Hobbes provides a very realist approach to the idea of nature, where the world is anarchic, the powerful rule over the weak and peace only occurs when there is a counterbalance of power. Further texts that were purchased with the help of the fund included Developments In American Politics by Gillian Peele et al and Political Ideas in Modern Britain: in and after the 20th Century by Rodney Barker, both books provided an overview of the corresponding modules ‘Culture and Conflict in American Politics’ and ‘British Political Thought Since 1850’ respectively. The former covered topics such as the American healthcare debate, capital punishment and the culture wars, which are all prominent themes in US politics, with the book considering these ideas to the backdrop of Barack Obama electoral victory and the underlying problems that vex America, such as its fragmented system and tyrannically liberal ideals and American ‘exceptionalism’ . This book helped with writing formative essays for this module as well as providing a solid platform for the summative exam which counted for 100% of the module. The latter considered the works of prominent British theorists beginning with J.S Mill and then covering topics and writers throughout the 19th and 20th centuries such as the fabian thinkers (explaining the thoughts if figures such as George Bernard Shaw and Sidney and Beatrice Webb), socialist revisionism in the work of Anthony Crosland and conservative thinkers such as Mike Oakeshott as well as themes such as the idea of ‘englishness’ and patriotism found between world wars. As with the other modules, this book helped with formative assignments (essays, presentations) and especially the 100% exam at the end of the year.
Consequently, the money I received was integral to my year’s study as the pressures of the final year of university demand firstly a lot more studying and hence a lot more need for books and really the purchase of many books. Through the help of the fifty six fund I was able to purchase more books which I feel helped a great deal and hopefully will be reflected in the results in June.
